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PREFACE. 



The remarks prefixed to those “ Thoughts on 
Private Devotion,” for the acceptance of which 
the writer has been and continues grateful, are 
in great part so applicable to the contents of 
the present volume, that, for readers possessing 
the former, nothing prefatory may here be needful. 
The title implies, that this work is designed, 
principally, for such as endure distress, dis- 
couragement, or sadness ; but it is well to add 
(what the brevity of a title could not distinctly 
indicate), that, within this large division of so- 
ciety, they will be found most appropriate, by 
those who, in prefacing that former work, were 
designated as “ the reflective and questioning 
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class ;” who might, with perhaps equal pro- 
priety, have been termed, — the pensive, doubting , 
and, in some sense, speculative class. Several 
modes, it is true, of adversity and disappointment, 
are both incidentally and expressly treated of, 
common in a great degree to every order of minds, 
and every rank of the community. Still it will 
be found that the prevailing character and drift 
of these papers is most adapted to the class now 
mentioned. €€ Distress, discouragement, or sad- 
ness,” are, indeed, often the effects of such a 
mental constitution. Doubt and dejection on the 
great points where all real hope is at issue ; and 
other pains or fears, of a quality which some minds 
can but conjecturally, and therefore but obscurely 
estimate, are among the €t manifold temptations” 
which that class encounter. We should thank 
Gpd that there are Christian writers, in our own 
as in former days, who think chiefly for another 
class $ who possess that enviable energy and 
confidence, which breathe an eloquent vigour 
through their pages, and doubtless bear forward 
kindred spirits in the same high careers with a 
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power signally beneficial to the cause of piety. It 
maybe permitted meanwhile to expect, that readers 
not allied to these in strength or in decision, may 
be aided by a companion not so firm and sanguine ; 
who enters more into those difficulties and sor- 
rows (real or imagined), which a stronger faith 
and a more ardent hope might boldly overleap or 
happily banish. 

It will probably strike some readers that the 
topics of this volume are few ; that, of these few, 
several have been treated in rather a prolix man- 
ner; that there are other diversities of distress 
which equally or still more require alleviation; 
and perhaps, that the author has strangely over- 
looked their own . I can only plead, that to do 
even imperfect justice to those subjects which 
have been selected, except with a far happier 
talent of compression than I have yet attained, 
very narrow limits would not suffice; and the 
restricted number, since limitation to a single 
Volume appeared desirable, is a necessary conse- 
quence/ 

* On this account* as well as to prevent confu- 
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sion from the abridged titles of tbe respective 
volumes, the name of Essays is adopted. 

When it has been graciously ordained by the 
Author of all good, that Christian thoughts, 
whether communicated orally or in a permanent 
form, should conduce to influence, console, or 
animate other minds, — it is too certain, from the 
temper of fallen man, that sentiments not Chris- 
tian will have mingled with our thankfulness 
and alloyed it. But it is not less certain, that 
just humiliation and wonder will often be excited, 
in the consciousness that an instrument so va- 
riously defective and so much offending, has 
been thus employed and favoured. An impulse 
will be also given to each previous wish and 
prayer, that yet a little more may be effected 
towards raising the hopes, obviating the doubts 
and dangers, or lightening the sorrows of our fel- 
low-minds. Our continuance in life, ever unsure, 
and transient at the most, is sometimes-, from 
various causes, made to appear in an unwonted 
degree doubtful ; and such wishes thus acquire 
strength from the thought (if not presentiment) 
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that it may be ere long and unawares too late- 
New attempts, therefore, and the completion of 
them, may be prompted, not by an increased con-* 
fidence r blit by the more frequent monitory voice 
around us or within us, “ the night cometh when 
none can work,” and the desire to utter words of 
comfort to some surviving, when we may have 
been called to our unknown abode. In the an- 
ticipation of that change* — the hopes and fears 
which respect human opinion and criticism, 
ought to be “ counted as the small dust of the 
balance but were these in reality discarded 
and forgotten, still would a weighty solicitude 
remain, — and one specially attaching to that 
kind of endeavour which is in itself most sooth- 
ing to the heart engaged in it, — the endeavour 
to impart effectual consolation; — solicitude lest 
what is meant for the sincere should be per- 
verted by the self-deceiver. This apprehen- 
sion, as the discerning reader will easily judge, 
has been chiefly, if not exclusively felt, with re- 
spect to the second , third, fourth? and seventh 
pieces i which are certainly not meant or adapted 
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for those who cherish a false and worldly peace, 
or indulge unawakened ease or listlessness of 
mind respecting their eternal welfare ; nor for such 
as (with more wakefulness of thought on these 
subjects) may secretly lean to the refuge of semi- 
antinomian delusions. The very titles of the 
papers in question denote that they are not in- 
tended for the former, — and the whole tenour of 
the volume, I trust, must indirectly show, that no 
cordial or solace is intended for the latter. 

I am but too well apprised that delusions 
of both these kinds exist and even abound in 
our day; and that there are moreover profes- 
sors of religion not subject precisely to either, 
— who with correct doctrinal views and (in the 
judgment of charity) a sincere mind, yet evince 
but very little discernment or fidelity as to the 
moral principles, bearings, and requirements of the 
gospel ; some also who pervert its great doctrines 
when most Ct rightly” stated ; and others whose 
notions, though both doctrinally and practically 
just in the main, seem much too easy and flexible 
in detail. All who compose these classes or 
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approach them, (and the writer as far as he 
may rank with either) need to be reminded so- 
lemnly of our Saviour’s words, u Not every one 
that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven.” — And they perhaps 
are more safely and faithfully, although less invi- 
tingly employed, who urge upon such minds the 
topics of self-suspicion and fear, — than he who 
chiefly attempts to console the dejected and the 
doubting. 

Not that I am without hope (for the effect 
of a weak and erring aim is not always that 
which was primarily designed) that some reflec- 
tions in those papers may tend, incidentally, to 
awaken the thoughtless or remiss, and induce 
some who have little self-knowledge to deeper 
self-inspection ; and that others, — by observing 
the moral investigations of such as desire to 
be u altogether” Christians, — may derive a new 
and salutary impression how contrary and how 
secular is their own state of heart. But it is a 
distressing possibility, that any can misapply 
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the arguments of hope, to lull or indurate them- 
selves in habitual carelessness, transgression, or 
hypocrisy. Nor is it a cheering relief, to recollect, 
that most, perhaps all, of those religious writings 
or discourses which embrace topics of evangelical 
comfort, are open more or less to the same 
hazard. 

As far, however, as divine aid has been sought 
in our efforts, and a divine blessing implored on 
the result, it is both a duty and comfort to be- 
lieve, that while evil effects cannot be precluded, 
the good shall at least largely preponderate. 

I have cited, as freely as heretofore, the 
thoughts of distinguished writers, where they 
seemed adapted to confirm or illustrate my own ; 
and still expect, as on former occasions, that 
there are no parts of the volume which the judi- 
cious “ would less wish excluded.” 

There has been here no temptation to deviate 
from that catholic spirit which I should count it a 
great unhappiness really to lose, — but which yet, 
if induced to treat directly of controverted points, 
it is possible I might incur from some the charge 
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of having foregone. Moat cordially, however, do 
I join with those who feel, that infidel hostilities, 
and national afflictions and dangers, as well as 
private sorrows, should combine with our Re- 
deemer’s strong injunctions, to bind all who 
« name” his ts name” more closely “ together in 
Jove and that the most blessed omen for that 
Redeemer’s epiphany and triumph will be, when 
we rejoice to forget the differences which we can- 
not annihilate, and join in “ strife ” against our 
common foes 5 — “ striving against sin,” — “ striv- 
ing together for the faith of the gospel.” 

I cannot refrain from subjoining — even at the 
risk of its seeming irrelevant — a far better ex- 
pression of these wishes, (read with great plea- 
sure since writing the above lines), which con- 
cludes an admirable exhortation to the mem- 
bers of different Christian churches on the bless- 
ings and advantages to be expected^ from iC bro- 
therly communion.” 

“ In your separate condition you have all arrived 
at the same views as to saving truth 2 expect 
further agreement as the reward of fellowship. — 
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Love in the heart will become light in the intel- 
lect: you will feel yourselves perpetually ap- 
proaching to greater uniformity : — in proportion as 
you have more of that visible oneness which will 
for ever be seen in the church in heaven, you will 
display less of that diversity of sentiment which 
hitherto has distinguished, and often distracted, 
the church upon earth.”* 

; ,# r i< Two Letters by Fiat Justitia,** on the Bible' Society cohtrb- 
terty. The whole passage, of which these sentences are but the 
conolhsion, is truly excellent and important. 

r\ 

, . „ 

. , • , • . . t • f % /*, 

/ 
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ON THE VALUE AND CREDIBILITY OF « TOE 
. GOSPEL i” AND ITS ADAPTEDNESS TO OUR 
SORROWS, FEARS, AND MORAL NECESSITIES. 

It is a current opinion among people of the world, 
that “ serious Christians,” — “ saints,” — (or by what* 
ever synonyme they choose to designate the class,) 
have far gloomier views of human life than others. 
Nor can it, indeed, be questioned, that our estimate 
of its momentous design and consequence is far more 
distinct and grave. But with respect to the actual 
ills which human life includes, it would be Scarce 
possible to view or state more darkly the greatness and 
severity of these, than lettered heathens had already 
done, in those scenes and ages which the world has 
most admired. Cicero quotes philosophers, poets, 
and dramatists, who commended death as greatly 
preferable; and gives, among others, this condensed 
expression of their sentiment : — “ For man not to 

B 
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b^'fctohi f! is f ffer the b^st, and the netft best as seotifafc 
possible to die.”* Nor were such- feelings prompted 
bfany lively or confiding expectation that -dqat& 
wObkL introduce them to a new and 1 happy 
eticb. They wavered between fhint hopes 1 of a Mfe 
\Vhich might be better, and the prospect of efieinai 
Unconsciousness. Sulpichis, condolihg withn tlfl 
same 1 distinguished Roman on the loss of hfe daughM 
ter Tullia, observes, € ‘ How often must you nCedjfc 
iteflecty as I myself frequently do, that those cahncto 
be' Said to be hardly dealt with, whose kxfc it has 
been in these times, without any special < anguish* • Ife 
exchange life for death and he afterwards adds; 
•< Besides, if there be any sense in the dead, sbeh 
das her love to you and pious kindness to* afi her 
connexions, that she assuredly would not haveybu m 
dejected. f” Thus in a letter which, the biographer 
of CicOro remarks, is thought to be a ! iriastetpieO^ 
of the consolatory kind,” the great evils of ’the *p*etf 
sbiit state, and the great uncertainty oft that whtefe 
is to come, are alike admitted. i 

' It 5 is certain also that those evils were, bylfo&kaafne 
powerful minds, ascribed in great part, if not chifety j 
to mpral causes — to the fallibility^ if not orjgiQal 

* Tusc. Quaest. iib. i. § 48 — Non nasci homini fong6 1 optimum 
esse : proximum autem quam primum raori. 

t Epist. Fam. iv. 5. quoted in Middleton’s Life of Cicero, vof. ii. 
pp. 169-171. 
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^ owr pature^rrto tbf 

tegfcfwi^te^^ety}' that;they considered 

dbeptet soUrce.of ', paiiy and » pp&orse, or ^eI£*ppwao^ 
aiaoag A^^ill^st/d^augbte wbioh ^vp^nityi jw-^ 
tithe*. t Thqs the t$ame Tu% remade ip his fTrea^e, 
4Bnl*9%/' .tW$ dajnQtJ rigkdy judge, Qamtu*, jvh&fc 
Divine i punishintent is ^ we weigh the - miseriesef 
mtonby^beir iaclLimng deeth/^iJ p&# ^o£ body* or 
grief «of mind,* or judicial penalties ; rtbutee tbingT^ 
the lot ofhumaiiity* and have bofallep many? good 
man ; but thetpain of wickedness is grievous , and,' 
apart iromallother con9equeaoes r in, itself jfcegPOOtn 
esfcjf” JBbewhere he writes, " There is nothing which 
drakes t main so wretched as impiety and «rinae#”J 
and, Sk one 4>f his orations, declares* that, there peed 
no ffdpnfoeA of JPuries” to pursue the guilty. “ Eaph 
onn is aaost of all 1 perturbed by his own iniquity ,apd 
hifrp^ard, dread, remorse&il thoughts andaaagir 
Uted cOnweooe, 5 These are the untiring and do- 
a Wsde fiidesi of the gtiiby mind.” § It is true that 
even the philosophic heathen, being not only ( pn-| 
eg#g htepedi spkitupihfy but in some degree mon^Uy 
hjagdohedby wrupt custom, may haw pasribed 



* ^ Meaning grief which is occasioned by circumstances foreign to 
their own conduct. 



J, De % ii. § 17 - r eteonf. Ubiety. v i - 

X De Finib. lib. iv. § 24. t s , , u , . ,, 

§ I^ro Jtosc. jAmer, et con£ D$ £egtt>. lib. i.. § 14. 1 t , t 
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such inward penalties only to flagrant crinies; thii 
— the principle once granted — it is evident, thrift 
all sin, when discerned to be such, must induce stir £ 
fering or uneasiness proportionate to its degree ; feiild 
even when not clearly recognised as such by * the 
beared or darkened mind, still a debaseriaent and 
quietude attend it, which mar all real peace. QtliftG 
tilian has implied in one word the wretchedness ( <j£ 
moral contamination, ’ when he says, ih refercn<fe f tb 
immoralities practised before the Ramah chilflberC 
“ They are so miserable as to learn these bbfbrie tfariy 
know them to be vices.’ 5 * If we take, therefore,' iiCt 
fhe view of human life with which “ ^looxnj^ 
gionists” are charged, but that of those celebrated atttl 
prosperous heathens, whose character arid instittitibife 
our sceptics have extolled, we shall still have amplb 
reason to seek, and to propose to others, merely 1 ^ 
human beings , some effectual consolation. It is ntot 
requisite that you should be under the present btrt^ 
den of peculiar distress, in order tb render this apf* 
propriate : the very Condition of beihg humari r ttl&ke& 
it so; and if this, through levity or earnest OCCUphti&tt 
of the mind, be not considered to-day, it may yet 'fefe 
felt mbst poignantly and irresistibly to-morrow. : fettt 
I shall presume that you have felt 1 it already * diid 
this so deeply, as to have sought unfeigiiedlj^ftir 

f ‘ I - I ■ ' • • f I >,;,.*<! I \ , 

* Instit. lib. i. cap. 2. 
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con^olatio»s;-r-that the promises pf “for- 
ghftness , ipf siug” through faith in Jesus Christy of 
purifying sp^d consoling influences of the Holy 
gpjfit >( apd pf a heavenly life to come, have appeared 
t$fyop{ “■ worthy of all acceptation,’’ and have called 
fpfltJh sincere prayers that you may truly apprehend 
a#d($njay tbfrp. At the same time, I suppose 
ypip: viewis of those great things to be not dis- 
$pqt. , j ^nd unwavering* ,but mingled with much 
qf .unbelief, or pf personal distrust and fear 5 yet 
a growing desire to understand and embrace 
^hpm in such a manner, as may lead you to “ all joy 
a^L peace in believing.” I shall conjecture also that 
idosire may be now deepened by the experience 
pfiSpvere afflictions, of declining earthly hopes, pr of 
ppjij^clpsed anxieties ; so that any thoughts which may 
to porroborate the importance, reality, and 
Y<ah*e of Gospel blessings, and present them to your 
mmdas clear in their import and freely attainable, 
wi& be now, far more than at some former seasons, 
apporfupe and welcome. You are suffering, it may 
be; from disease ; more acutely than any who have 
netb^en availed by similar affliction can estimate; 
ao4 this, Tyhile your period of life and previous flow 
pfih^th speined to promise long exemption. If the 
skill and soothing care around you sustain the hope 
of relief and restoration, yet is it not without mis- 
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fcr'WMIe' the uncertainties of edrtttouhnce 
l lti f life 1 &re $ great, those Which attend theitsde 
6f actual 1 ' ihaiadies itfuk ^e^er fee ' fer greater $ >bb*, 
Shbuld yob regain that he&lifr tvhfefc fefittdf^joyi* 
Itttfcnt, &tift mdy its present 

piie&ivelybefbre 1 you fa, time hot for < rembte] wb&n 
the 1 dlbrts of Aft, theresoth-cee of datwneii andrth^ 
‘tefe iof Watchful afffee&ofa ; will not? so - avttil.vi » Wr** 
thatpro&pe^t adcpiiresu threateitfiig vitid- 
^i^'Arid WWhlf neUrtifess • from the re ceht^fer actual 
SrWfegCa'fAf ^$deiwie dfefe&lse, which, bythesudB«ii 
4iol«^ f bf^ti< assaults and dreadfulness'ofi its tefifectfit, 
t*4tb new terrors; whose ‘ efcisteaie ^ * tk 
^^dBafefe i^ifrrence must therefor fasten fjonn^th^ 
an afflictive 'sense 
soon be, personally (ir »rel«tivdji, 
TPehflSfted ^to 1 ihvadfc US. On 
to such possibility you' feel that fet^toait ^cn^ 
lifb^s* ‘W&fiing to its’ ctose— ^ettsatiohs^as Jwil as 
Vj&(^^kuth y<b\i of its sfWift de^&ie-^youvdreilpatu- 
WU^ ddttfcbhishkl by : growing iiifirmi^es^yduii^el 
'IHaF^Ht^'tildays drawnigh,’ ,! lf notalroady borne, 
itonsekrtte, “ l havefaol jkm- 
' kitfC d^ J tl^hr! v ‘thd excitements 1 nad* hopes 1 c$ this 
wotfd’ 1 ^ £Wb 7 over and gone ; ? ’ its ptospeetsi tanr>be- 
eMii feWgf fcifd elbudy, and [the last shadeS'Ofnite 
Or ybirhave encountered; twhardie 

d^uoiiJ jlcinj Ihh l *> hih /(-hi ttjtt ui *t‘ u* »t f*.»" t( * titv i- 
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vwcdrldL^ often describej m a phrase borrpwed ft 'om rpy- 
4holpgyy Us traverses of fortune ; disappointments apd 
ad^ersities have cast or led you down from a .stja- 
tipn iof i Competence* perhaps of affluent enjoyments* 
to ie^qrartenoe the diversified trial of reduced and 
atrhiteiiediwsoumes, to anticipate a struggle amidst 
ptoiiny through your remaining days, or to teste 
alrtady the bitterness and humiliation of depend- 
ence* * Or you have felt the sharpness pf a bere^yp- 
Imejnt, which, if it deject the heart less tfiau, , piniflg 
sickness, femd chill it less than poverty and the world’s 
neglfcct, may wound and agonize it yet more^i ,Jt 
basuheen torn by the rending ofthe dearest tips; 
ytwr (Spirit ;i*left in solitude ; or, if some objopt^of 
itfctendetfBess remain, they are such as^must phordy 
IjO) /resigned, or such as must lean on you for th#t 
«uppod> i and guidance, which you feel as if top, en- 
feebled t and disconsolate to give. . t , ,* 

That mind must be indeed inert or iasu^ceptiblp, 
whifh* by, such evils, or by some others that may 
(eppiii or aurpaaft them, would not be. impelled 
weed fomUse on the final term of earthly sorrows, 
anti} look with expectation or with amdou^ dohbt/into 
4he £reat unknown beyond. To haypj no smtfi views 
-etfen » transiently, would seem, in any of tho$Bpir- 
rttiinstaiteeer scaiicely i possible. I could not* there- 
Ar^ftonteive , myself to e!xcite in any pf the afflicted 
a sort of solicitude entirely novel and unfelt, though 
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tinouW i ba ) lotfvhad) he the tpfawttyi te dfaw tem^c 
i ;flashds bptxi the cktahb flat ov&nhang: atndfcohfirdnt 
ijrou>. /'Conscience .has givaq^etttMg>thatt suchnitfe 
•flilU-ouckd^in > the igloon^ and, let xitf A^ofaie; a aflfcte* 

I > Most r gladly j would? I be 'thdohfeppifer bsMocot of 
ii^derieg yotir 'initki more accessible itp «aoh fintefc*- 
lovoniog ]g(fea^iof i a-tmerand heav^ly> sui»hStte^>H^d 
thi*oaun> I proqeed to tbk^c > itourdea/of >Ghifc- 
ttiim >hopfv| i^Mther i nwk&iides of thej ^ rvv^«iyaod 
iheew^latyn ’f havfceajnrestlyresoTtefl, ! andhayQthere 
rfeH tbel'sold relief df sorrows not lessgriewo* than 
i <j ,Y rta wiHpef haps> indeed* observe* tthat 

s.whatll fehallladnanoc isi often more adaptod'4«(tbe 
idtmbtingi than/ the; [affli(rted nnnd^ Bufc> U/mflldbe 
.fOnnd> ttoJualtlttoug^ mere human knowledge isvoftfen 
, 0 qttite fcbprdn -pf; i comfort , to the sitffereiv Christian 
, ,kn<wflledge ia Ahe essential ba^iof Chrietito , ieondo- 
i Jatfio*, .without wbieh it c&nwt subsist, andiioiipro- 
which, if rigbtiy ueed^.it will commonly 
-tejtotiafyiugiatt^ 1 > Do no* suhpeet? tl^re- 

ifojce^Ahat bjfi inciting you to a filler appreewhon^of 
^ho>/valu^/coe^bilhy f Ond suitableness of Christian 
,! ^oett-lhes, Iiaake|a tbo ck6uhoubpnthfpr»ro^ 

, i you' to> t^e! fuller participation af? Christian* oowifetits. 
utNo deufejt<thisipath shouldbe at alii tidips' parried, 
with taif^rofound dependence^ » both tfdr \light and con- 
solation, on the good Spirit of rQadv But khow- 
>i ledge i»ithe appointed^ -naediiim iof consolation /and 
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>gne*. / * Ibis renariqabie, arid! hds befcn 'bftetoono- 
t/tioidp »that tbetitle “ Paraclete,” given by-dtir 
/Saviour to tfae Holy Spirit, signifies net only Com- 
er and Advocate, but Monitor or Teacher The 
icf‘ Comfort of the \ Holy Ghofet’Vis /to 1 ’bo attaiWed 
'toyriihi^ >*«gukUngt» into idPtornthY’viiD'hther- 
thaniby a right apprehension of 
-dilute truth 1 ; though our comprehension of it be* ne- 
lx»ssardyimpetfect, and m some who apprehend i its 
>T»4fit essfehtial (points with strong and clear 1 diseetb- 
Mmhntv remains Veiy limited and partial. The cbita- 
tffofts whichWill endure the test of shafr-p distress and 
>dbide‘m£Cry trials must be not of that slight amd 
dhitfowy dasfe which men of the world may ’offer: 
’be direct and scriptural, built on that 
‘ioifeidWledgo of the truth,” which is the portions of 
fhe docife, the 'earnest, and the huirible,— Who n dre 
^^tattgbtiof God;” and have ** received the tevC^of 
'the* troth thfet they might be saved;” comforts 1 flow- 
ing^ from rthe revealed grace of God in Christ* JesAs, 
sought and implored, discovered and embraced. 
Such^it is our u heart’s desire” that you* and we 
^shtowld ' amply and unalterably partake.' Thotigh 
Hrhei writer possess them but intermitt&ngly, and even 
J dubiously, he has at least this claiin to presb thCm 
»on* your rtgdrditthat he perceives their incomparable 
aaAlertdtfeiveiwcrithv 1 • . - 

t'lUiOn* 1 tfae-n®ore preliihiiiary of those truths which 
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con4j*#,qr ujge ta the gospel, it will indeed ben 
in y qqr t case almost superfluous to ^nUige^ j ,With-aa 1 
mi^d 60 awake and , susceptible >*o r i& jottcrvinarab * 
condition as I have ppesura^iyofurarto, be,i ,Lcanwtil : 
need ,tq, argue or insist at large, on, tbdacbtittfedLteHtlilijl 
th^t f wa a^e fadep*andin the sjghtrof airOtabisaefito^ 
Rectitude deeply dad ine«m^bly/ :<^iMfe»s. -uCHrot 
" Conscience of sin,’ ’ though itmay be quiekenadiby.ti 
soUfiit^. fcfihpg*. is rnt t&‘ be„ dispelled o*jmuttifeftv i> 
by impartial reflection. Though friendship- oberisfc,io 
and- teodemesp excuse, and society mayflatteiv or&t 
leqst aotxebuke us>, and aU this because iUur, fcmnb<if> 
grepsiqnp qf thought, and many both of oUr, actionem 
and qpp^oqs^, are hidden from the eye, of mMj-tarlj 
thq^gh, it may be also true, that education*, /SopinL^ 
opj^ion, ,feat* prudence, and affection, , and the * directn \ 
or .ind^irqclt influence of religion* have aetuady rerii^ 
strainpd us from very many evils, and engaged v just 
in many , duties, thus abating tb^edge of selkreprn&Crv 
— whp ean take a scrutinizing retrospect of- life/ ii 
orpyen of any minuter portion of its course/ wi&QuVn 
knq^pgf, without feeling, , that before fids Gmniseie»to * 
Holiness which Mooketh on the heart/’ iweroatafiildi 
self-a^q^ed,^rqpmy^ed of ‘‘sin’’ and tUabfeto , ft jud^ 
raqqt?” . We must, also suspect, even, if i wh-wfcmkl/ 
hopq tb^ pontrary, that present or, fakwfc 
to .the voice, of conscience and the will of 1 heaven, qriqy ? - 
noj, pqpce^pr expiate past , .deviation*;, we kh*wv>j 
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that* to theifi WiV hatttte, tbe^ aCfeWfhb^&S 0 ' 
mnst'bOas powerless* to'nridO'Or'annul' th<r 'forte !*, - % 
as/itonreoalh -effects Which fwwttmlready floWed J 1riWf 1 1 1 
theme* aid- We> 'may > jd^e 'besides, that • siritfe' thb" 
fullitaisi'puw <Jobddience.-i df 'each instant in'ottf ' 
colrtimied Belngj taUitube'Jae' for that samein$taht.- ! 
toiHkn whbn freely 1 imparted ‘ And wholly shst&ihS' ■ 
it,/thi*eiwouldbd nemghti to <tptire, even 1 were- it'sd 
aviadible; toward the; ldngreckdningof-cOmpeftsattteh 

or daneods.; ■> < •• • ; ! _*•■ ■ ' S i • - - h ;<u< yd 

'Bat toe.feel /moreover; dial were thrS'Otherwisk, 11 '’ 
anebiewaM there' be some redundancy ofpresent <jf ' ^ 
intended obedience to transfer to the great artreaf; 1 - 
that<«iMli»ch ceyid 'Vindicate to itself any comptn- 1 ' 
saieryjworth,' must be of a very (Afferent quaUtty-' 
frdmidhatouw mow is, and ; from what irl this State tvei' 
cawhojihit'will'jever be*/' - We feel that otir attempts : 
at-wccbrdamee w6th the ' inadequate standard 1 b f ’ boh- 1 ' ' 
scie*«i(itself so unfeed and partial),^-and' thife 1 cV^h 11 1 
in. -dels diteettyreitgictesy^re at many tihiefe st» flefeii--' 
thtepdayi 90 deeply fctemringledtvithrwil,^ fforfiiny" 
totangment.' hr die very performance of present'd trl^j 1 ^ 
thfeh»eoi«H: of present offences. ' • " ;,1, , 11 

anxibriesj -therefore, are not* grotiridlesSbutju'sti ' 
hfebr justly hav6‘ they Urged- ybtf to 'desire' knd set®" 1 
someieffibaieiouererhedy'for sit and sof row; 1 ' ' WHhotft 1 1 
emphtyitrg/lndhe antdyfeisof motives, 1 tempters, add 1 11 
actions^ any excesfeive'refiheoierrf 1 ot Hgodr,'— this fe* n 
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• hw* COHS&ohs position- — altitiltiplied’ andebmpleS* re- 
cord agaiftst us, a supretfte bhd unerring hibiinttf bfef&W 

Wehear, as did that upHgfit and 1 
Iritfrch, who was far less ehlightened fey wHftKV’ire^fc^ 
'fetitfri, thte awflil qu^ry tffau ifttoarfl^itn^k, 
should man be jiifet wit hr God ahd 'that st^/A 

' pfer df the eternal law, urges Us to listentb tfe y prWfl&- 
iratioh df the glorious gospel. It forbids 1 idii dBtffelfes 
t( ydu tb he satisfied 6r even lulled by those faiht 
[ df its lUOrdes, amidst which the careless areOohtent [ io 
dhltriber. It prompts you to explore. With ileW alAcl 
growing* earnestness, the essence of Heaven^ ‘ibiii- 
' passidn 'towards offending man . Pray that y 6u 'tii&y 
’ •fed thus brought to behold” with such cOncdtiWit&I 
ihlefeSt as a vivid sense of personal’ necessity 5 fti- 
that supreme display of loving-kindtfess‘ ’ ^ {lie 
Lamb of God which taketh’ away the Sin of t^fie 
tfhrfd;’* the oner oblation of 1 1 1 '1 ' IW * 

' •* unerartpled love, ’ 

, , , • Love nowhere to be found, lees thao cJjvwb,” . ; " ),,,,) 

,,i Thus has it been with ailwbo, feelingly beHete *be 
gpajpel. The consciousness of moral demerit juidi spirt* 

. t^al inswfficieocy, — not a nominal and listless* assedt 
t 9 tbpologioal dogmas, but .a genpinh and .de^p 
cpnviotion,-*— has prepared the heart, teiireoeirtt; with 
; adoring wonder and thankfulness that “ tuaspfakable 
gift,’’ the, gift of remission, renovation; and eternal 
tjpy* procured, by a Divine Redeemer, , and* (for- the 
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“Poe <^nng>” iwly wd abundantly 
It.Jw been perceived and ;fejfe,ev 0 n ,,*8 
]wjth,ni?w ljgbt popped ou ( this, record said doctrine 
_ 9 f M scripturn whw i a . Saviour of imiueaswable 
^Igpity, io wh^p ppr native , was mysteriously one 
yfffk the divine., abased bwsolf to tbe depths of ^a- 
j^^jSi^dng “tp, brings wto God,” than -wp 
an endless* boundless triumph and viadi- 
v ^tipn,)Pf the holy attributes and rightapua ireigp pf 
tfjbfii. Most flight AH that shock to. ipond ^rdar 
, J^ropgb die universe — all that undermining^ 
p^fect government and of the stability of hiarp^pp- 
^il^Je citation — which would else (as far as we pan 
I ^pe^ tyaye necessarily followed from witnessing the frdl 
forgiveness of multiplied and great transgression* has 
^y this stupendous expedient, by these “ unsearch- 
^lp ( riph es ’’ IpVP and condescension been glo- 
riously precluded. The patriarch’s awful difficulty, 
already cited, “ How should man be just with 
God?” receives its illustrious and joyful s6lution in 
the tacts i hnd proclamations 6f the new cov^nant j an- 
nopnbing to men and angels that God cab at iottfee 
ibe Vijust, and 1 the justifier of him that belteVCth ih 
<p©iusi’?n We perceive, and all beihgswhoare spi- 
ikatually awake must participate the thought; tihat the 
Jdcotappfaible evil t>f sin, the sacred inflexibility of 
•justice, the heavenly supereminence 6f merfcy, are 
all displayed by this one sacrifice,’ 1 in language it 
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whft^i^e 1 universe triusit* “ l rejoice With tremblii^^ ; 
Other 'writers, however, both of olderiimes and< of* 
otiK bWn, have dweltori the iUiisttation of the divine^ 
perfections by the AtOriement, with so much m^re^ 
bbth of argumentative arid experimental strength* 1 
thriri I could bfirig to' this great subject," that fshaSP 
ndt dikteon it ; and should, perhaps have doke s^itf ^ 
better lf by coiifltiihg thyself to some citations Vrom 1 ^ 
thetri!* Lfet hs rather turn to a point which, from 1 1 
thd'Vefy strength of their faith and depth bf their^ 
feelings, those writers have but more rarely and more N 
lig®^ touched/ I merin the credibility bf this doc - 1 ^ 
tribe kttiid^t its acknowledged irtconCeivhbleribks: n I ) J 

(t B^ yourself 1 it !may not seldom be experibnbkff^- 2 
thfbu^W Mdom if at all acknowledged, 1 

and fh'ifhate overwhelmed and dazzled by “ thehel^lW ' 
of thib gtoat argument.” And they haVe bbbbme’yd^l 
perhaps, Id proportion, strange as that may seerri bhtfH^^ 
fii4i'rieV, to your increasing belief and iriterebt ih 
While 1 ydu hbard of the humiliation arid satrificb 1 <bY^ 1 
the^ribafttrite Word Coldly and thoughtlessly 1 , 1 his ‘i hb ]li 
mere statemdnt of a formal creed y of ‘ confession^— ff ^ 
mayhiiVe bxcltted little or no doubt, arid eVdn 
or hoi surprise : for your mind may never* hrivb rbSt^Sf * } 

serioubiy drrthe idea, or tried to expatiated! 1 / itti nj 

'> 1 < ? r >'! ' o i r it'ii .'it ■' > * ■ , * .v i-i 'iiu. /.J i>*>nnrl 

♦ 1 shooin' some words . of thelate Dr: Satoaeli Johd^bo i «6* n 

WJrwb 9 h* 

& layman and a wwra/iV.-*-See Note A. 
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vastnes§. But since yp,u.» became in some deg^pp,. 
awakened to its infinite foment, as a Divine Act on) 
which,, and^ pn a belief of which, eternal in,terpst$ 
hin^e and ape si^pepded, you .may have begun to 
f^^at^me^asif that, wlpph is "too tyopderfi4’’ tp t 
g^^Y^e^lso too wonderful to, credit unduly pp, (1 
I^^Aw lilfewise^ as well , as in that sinking < of tfyp , 
hea^whicj^ tjie distresses and, presentiments, pf. < 
induce, there axe those ^vhp can deeply sympatlp^p , f 
with you; who contemplate \yith a sort of 
wildered feebleness these “ deep things pf God,”*^ 
like ^ j one ; who should gaze upwards at a migb j 
comet, Qr f dowixwards into an ocean- whirlpool, till }$?., t 
gi^y amazement almost questioned the reality pf 
tl^e, scpije^ Bu,t let me remind you, that, very much , r 
ofthk anxious, incredulous astonishment \y.oplcL bp , 
probably . produced at facts far less “ unsearchable”,, 
th^ those “ deep .things of God,” if it could be oncp f 
suppppqd, t)i^t a great interest was connected with * 
thj^px ^^ wiih opr real belief of them. Take as// 
aj^ ips^anpe a familiar fact of modern philosophy r , ; 
Ypu at present may never question the annuahand ll? 
diurnal motion of the earth ; but readily bplipve, f! 
wkhout much attention, and with as little pf.hesitp- v 
tioa or, surprise, what certainly is npt taught ori cpn- 
firmed by our senses, but the contrary, and therefore 
rests solely on scientific proof or testimony,^ — that we 
are hurried through enormous spaces hourly with 



Digitized by Google 




<18 I. — VALUB^HDl GEEJMBILITY 

tb&r planet; upon, .which tve « d^ell. : Buk supppsetaal 
astrafogeror prophet cOuld orodibhf aseure you^fthfU: 
y0ur : good health and longevity, roar tb#/frUitfulm»s 
of ^your' folds, would>.ihueh vdepfead ^.aotrionlyoofll 
the reality and permanence oftfa&metioai (wftieh 
they actually do) , ( but J likewise < orv your i cm&mml 
gtouine bdUf of its^reality, you would, thenceforth 
contemplate? ity I cani^t^douhtr withralteied thoughts 
and filings* You f wojuld congider .the .great) wo«3- 
derfuiness of this immense' yet quite, unperoeiveid 
inrf^s^eioiaty, and the total absence of > sensible 
proof .for it* with i a painful solicitude* DoubtswouW 
harass you whether the fact itself were credible acid 
surer and then (as a consequence of such: incursive 
doubts:) fears whether your belief in it ; were 
ciently genuine and steadfast ; and thaty therefore^ if 
itwete trufy you must be mom or less obnoxioiH to 
the disastrous penalties. Yet your faith ito that 
fact* grounded as it then would bet on *the best otsbj- 
imnation which you could institute of philosophic 
proofe and. testimonies would be in its actual idftfc- 
racier (far more genuine < and prevalent, ; anhd^tiiaH 
the -awdoua doubt and awakened wonder which} ip?- 
vaded; and disturbed you, than tbat slight, otiofcej ijharl- 
haps undoubting credence, which wasigivteniwhite 
yOU felt 40( personal interest either in^tfofacfc osdthe 
belief of, it*, And, which may be^ntofe directly 
to our pointy not only would your faiths frona^hairin^ 
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kmen passive add unopposed, fcec6me ^U\^ anB|p^i- 
\«dlmgv but tbe fetefc rtsdf {of the earth’s mutton and 
not a whit the less trtie arid> certain, 
tecaflise * rin^ * wkile^it/was 

tteiMy ) wiQ&e bdi&tied) This 'fact of j our ! amazing 
teasete^r > jouateyr through! the heavteis>~by wbiefe 
dfiiPfc^tsoti 1 abd 1 imagiaatk>n{in the eate shpposod) 
dffefan Wore astounded now than they> were ;hei^tc^ 
few# jhstbecaiise of our ) deep interest in -and atlien^ 
ldon Xo it,^-can purely lose no iota of its tmf&' ^nU 
tfehte duty by thfeour new acquisition of astetaishteN&tf, 
W*r>'even by our encountering the incursion' *£' 
Itettbtb 1 Before unknown. : * f w u tl 

^ 'iButf Jifhtbis kind of illustration should appear 'to 
ybu^ett weft suited to our purpose, I would invite 
yoa Affereht ; train of thought. » ■ 1 > 1 ■ 1 • u /(*'(% 
ot Remember thit whenmer we oontemptate * Deity, 
tend tfae ttayfe of Deity/ we inevitably must eohtern- 
ptftte iatt^ibdtes and hianifestations “ dafrk* withefct- 
When we recognise the very basis 
oflaU ^religion, the oiie creating, protecting, and prof- 
Wdih^ iOodheadz-^ti^Sy however elementary iit may 
appear* to minds that acquiesce, by a ^ert >crf 'passive 
hte^ityiw doOttiries early inculcated, without addrfefcs'- 
ih^tothesn any* active e&ercise of thought; i& ik 
tdihckibwledg^ that whichsupre^nely ktid 'in- 
nately ‘*pmeth knowledge!’^ U is to touch dnd 
4flanpdp«®^i mastery which itiust remain! insert 
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table by fimtd beings: somewhat as in directing' Our 
eye to a point of the Hue ! heavens^ or > a star. -that 
beams across them, we < inevitably turii . it ) (towards 
bealms of which none oaafi conceive either the infinte 
tude or the bcfundary. I bTo » believb iaGodris 
Ifeye/iri > a personal inteHigeiice (itself . uhor%mhtad*; 
fielB-existing through a past eternity ; itsehfcbe fade 
ehraeioand support of ^all existence;- an intetir'- 
gence which knows simultaneously, at every point 
n, tjie immensity of time and space, each though 
andact of all the innumerable orders and indi* 
yiduals it sustains in being. But what less is diis 
ttewita mystery unimaginable, and fC past, finding 
6trt/’— an abyss of grandeur which angels tnay 1 de- 
spair to fathom ? Yet this belief is the onlyty^i# 
thfeism ; the only theism that can avail us' v atf$M 
thing, inasmuch as no other can be in any pi^pt^ 
sense religious, or inspire 1 a solid hope from tte 
divine perfection. And ought I then, while neces- 
sarily holding (except “ without hope , and withal 
God”) a belief so mysterious as this, to Sttnrtbfe r iC 
any revealed procedure of this Infinite Be^g^ t b% 
dates# it is “ too wonderful for me,” 1 or so 
that “ I cannot attain unto it ?” “ Ho, that cometh 
unto God must believe that He w/*> Meditatoiin 
the depths of that thought, and then ask yourself if 
you have any pretension to distrust Hhh when ce 
records, €t God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself/* 
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n ''Consider Anther; tbatfthfr organized earthly ofcda* 
tuifcs, iirr allitheir vast diversity and inconceivable 
minuteness, thave been iurmed and are sustained to 
exettas^and evince the powers and wisdom/ and 
facbeficenteM Jofii tbe ^Eitonial Mind.* He whose 
<f hoiders4aading)is infinite” — whoiknows the thoughts 
ahd 'jbears* the praises of; innumerable spirits that 
cf \ feted in; strwigth,’ — has decreed, thaJb » notocaaly 

Jfiiou 7 T>/') :< - /;$j* a // i')i> 

* « i^he course of Nature, truly and properly speaking, is no- 
but the will of God producing certain etfecfS in Vccih- 
tiidwfd, iregnlar, constant, and uniform manner; which npuihstir 
mariner of acting, being in every moment perfectly arbitrary, i| as 
easy to be altered at any time as to be preserved.’ 1 (Dr. Samuel 
GUUMI irfn 'the [Attributes, p.377.) Mr. Dugaia Sttwart,. BfUt 
opting ^e^e, WQtds from Dr. Clarke, declares his own adherent^ 
to “ tne simple and sublime doctrine” expressed in them, “ which 
sfifjjbserftte oVdier of the universe to be not only at first establish^, 
b^jpveryjm^inenf m^infampd ,by the incessant agency of , pne §Ur 
preme Mind— a doctrine against which no objection can be stated^ 
oSt Wii St is (founded 'on prejudices resulting from bur own ntiper- 
fodtfon$.tf> l n Thel multiplicity of his operations neithbridistmets 
his attention nor exhausts his power ; nor can we suppose him ^ re- 
duced* io tfee necessity of abridging their number by calling me- 
chanter*’ to ! hii aid, without imputing to him thb imperfections 
pu^|Own drcymscri^ed . faculties and dependent cent 
ditipn.” 8 In the same manner, an able living physiologist speaks 

ttaUWrn anA 'H nAVnfiTT. TaMEa '7 ft o fll ft 



ef** th# Deigning and Operative Cause,'’ as n perhaps theible 
in, every movement in the universe and remerk%AM 
“ the development qf ^ forms according to their generic, specific, and 
in dividual diversities, not less in the vegetable than in the animal 
world, rctai> only be accounted for by ascribing it (to the universal 

Creator ”* , r 

‘if 4. 36$. , *1^. 374,,, ,1 jy, 

8 Dr. Prichard, Review of the Doctrine of a Vital Principle, 
jl^lU40, hill :■-<<«! ) i < // nsn) - 
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sjtftrm . npd 1 8“®«* sorapfas>-b ut microewopioi in^tf#* 

sJ^uld,;il|Uistra^ H^r^tiw a»d . upholding I ffl«i 

science, and fulfil his, purpose jof r 4$usi*g; that good 
coasts ip senfahoa, ,, Naw.-jf , the attribute 
of holiness,# equity, of. moral, kiafaess, :be.far wpsS 
esculent than, those# wisdom,, and ,powMvan4 ej 
of a lower beneficence, — and if the order and felicity 
of, the ,wbplnmoralcreaiiQn be' a far higher and than 
the, sensitive well-being. of&ome inferior ereatures»Tnr 
t^aft,n|v;hiph^M me qsk, would seem more, fit* ftdt* I 
c^qg^oun, i that, the Mind which comprehends I fclftfr/ 
nffy an4 grasps all minds, should at each, instant | be 
nc.tybtjpg i the, pulses ia a sentient atom, hnpeUisg 
life, through an invisible worm, or, watching ;[#ir, 
ruofi° n /iand sustenauce of “ a sparrow,;” iCty Jbst- 
tbis.san^Jnfinite Mind should assume 4ut<p r ,ipflV»i 
i( 8# dt nature. Jowly, frail, and; dependefif.Jikffl 
tbq^e, yet rational, spiritual, and sinlass.-^apd.digjt' 
nify tfint nature into a capacity of meritorious,, ship 
fering, in order to demonstrate, in all . worlds, and 
for ever, the infinitude of divine righteousness] Mid 
love, byi redeeming human millions to inajnortalijftye* 
andi confirming in holy blessedness the cquqflessl 

swat 8 

Imagiue for & moment thatwe inhabited a stay*, 
wbw,, whale apprized of the jnystejiQUS, entrance 
si^anfl of all its dire ejects, intothisf distant 
we h^d np knowledge at all ofiany prgpni^ed , 
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epbtj^the rational andspnihial ;where all meaner 
aUd’feifciw forms of fife, dr semblances of it; were 
dfthorhiFact excluded, or kept entirely latent; so 
ttettJ ^he formation or sustentatkm of such by tlid 
Bfclty, cbtdfl only be proposed to our reason as a 
tttfrtg possible, or fo our faith as a thing- actual ih 
sOittW otber region. 

lU fi£hkdd We deem it less probable when there ari- 
nou^Ced,— that the Infinite Spirit in whose lftfe arid 
hOtSfess we Saw unnumbered seraphs exciting; 
wOufcldeign to unite with himself a feeble, meanV 
buffering humanity, in order to rescue- honour- 
aftflj^&ir&Ce Of immortals, and fortify the holy bliss 
of till tile happy creation known to us ; or,-^-that the 
sStoife Infinite Spirit, full of glory and felidty, sur- 
iWtfrided by innumerable spirits, emanations from 
hfc^OWn ‘ exalted nature, should deign to call into 
btfAg] and uphold through all the moments of their 
ephemeral existence, countless microscopic forms of 
atoihaated matter. 

fll Whieh of these acts of Deity, may we believe, 
wotdtt 1 be deemed beforehand the less credible — the 
leW proportional to the Eternal Majesty — the lose 
intelligibly befitting Him who is <f glorious in holi*- 
nCO^/’ 1 ^ wonderful in counsel/ * “ excellent in- W ork - 
ihg l P r ' We ma!y I think conclude, and rejoice in the 
ahiehlsiOn, that there is, antecedently, for higher 
irtOttd probability in the one great mystery Of re- 
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deoaption, which is invistMy sublime, than in * the 
unnumbered mysteries of creation and preservation, 
which are invisibly minute : that 
tions of the microscope, if they reached as frytaere 
testimony alone, would be more startling to r fetth 
than the revelations of the gospel. fi n 

Let one more supposition be considered, Which 
may furtber assist us to rebuke our own inoredOltty 
or hesitation on this great subject Suppose theft we 
were creatures entirely unacquainted with the exist- 
ence and possibility of evil , — of sin or sorrow, pain or 
death ; and were apprized by a revelation of mere 
testimony, that in another world, made and governed 
by, the holy and beneficent Being whom we perfectly 
and intensely loved, there had entered and prevailed 
for ages, dreadful guilt and keen remorse, and diver- 
sified suffering and terrible detraction; It trd^ht 
be, difficult to convey, to us by description a cfew 
notion of those things, but, as far as they were under- 
stood, would they not be of all things the mdsf incre- 
dible ? Should we not be ready to tell the apostle 
who revealed them, not merely that he declared 
things “ too wonderful,” but that he musthuve been 
himself deluded by some frightful dream or phan- 
tasm of events, utterly inconsistent both with aH 
our personal experience, and with all Our knowledge 
of the adorable Godhead ; unless, indeed, die very 
existence pf such an imagination might painfully 
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■k^ray,,* 'hiioaslf' or/slaewbere the possibility^ 
. WftWi id i iW^i ll mhaage: tiU then uneoneeived? ■¥«, 
-these ithijigny-whic^itt that supposed position were 
>fK^tt^H cwdifelt, -would be facts the while ; and, to 
i))h1ai$rfa^egqperiinenta]]y familiar and lamentably 
sure. Will it thed fep mrgutod; that the great remedy 
iltdYtedejdtopafbr all these forms of evil, — for^uilt 
^iddipwilv lsr' remorse andmisery and destruotion,-**- 
•h 0 Wflter,^tw)s>Bing in itself, -» rnort incredible than 
•thme <strji!faota would on -mere testimony be; which 
■W<&ijtlp>know and feel to be . indubitably real? 
ij^thnr, isioot the provision, of this amazing remedy, 
tfqfl-dets incredible than would be (in the case strp- 
jtseed),, the introduction or ingress of the terrible 
tdihmse?| tFordait not eminently consonant to our 
V&if in. the sublimest perfections of Deity, and 
(Wasted 1 to establish and exalt that belief, which the 
gffgvafence of evil has. in all ages tended to darken 
qnjlifiertfatb,, though it never could subvert ? 

then we meditate the Being of God,^-or 
^{^pvidsutial and universal agency,— ©r the exist- 
BPgft Af> evd,rraach of these mysteries strongly re- 
f&ffi e&fittr distrust of " the mystery of' godliness/' 
ffqt.fhnt I would presume to accommodate to this 
tgpt,tapd Widest topic, the apostle’s singular expres- 
“ hPt afrtid with any araasqment/’ There 
^.,a ..deepening /‘amazement” inseparable from 
, find ... more adoring, , thoughts of it ; and a 

c 
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holy fear, allied to such amazement, which will, 
nevertheless, be the guard and the support of 
love and joy. Who is not " afraid” at the awful 
equity of that divine tribunal, which can remit its 
penalties only in virtue of a divine expiation ? Who 
is not “ amazed” at the imperial fulness of that love 
which dispenses nothing less than " life eternal,” 
the proper and commensurate “ gift of God,” the 
purchase of his own voluntary inestimable sacrifice, 
yet a free and complacent largess to the self-de- 
spairing ! 

But let not these truths, because they produce 
awe or amazement, sink us into faithless distrust, 
'rtiey are intended to accomplish far other and hap- 
pier ends : to humble indeed, but to cheer also and 
excite and invigorate the heart. My view of this 
"’glorious gospel” would be blameably defective, if 1 1 
did not lead you to meditate on its admirable fitness 
for accomplishing a blessed transformation 6n the 
character of man: in this respect as in others, I 
hope it may be shown, that what has appeared and 
still appears to the proud ff foolishness,” does in 
effect vindicate itself as worthy essentially of the wis- 
dom and the majesty of God. Assuredly it does so, if 
in fact we find, that by a cordial believing accep- 
tance of this “ unspeakable gift,” while fear shrinks 
from it, and self-conceit revolts, and unbelief averts 
its half-closed and unwilling eye, there is wrought 
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in ourselves or others that moral change, which, in 
proportion as we know our own hearts and spiritual 
capacities, is found indispensable to happiness ; the 
essence and the earnest of " salvation.” To show 
that this change is really produced, I might offer 
bright examples in the history and character of dis- 
tinguished believers. For the proof that it must 
needs be more or less expected, according to the 
measure and exercise of faith, a few considerations 
will, I think, suffice. *. 

To " believe with the heart,” that in order to the 
remission of our sins, it verily " behoved Christ to 
suffer,” that the." Word” who "was God,” truly 
assumed our nature into Godhead, and in that as- 
sumed nature became " sorrowful even unto death,” 
in order to redeem us from a guilt which could 
at no less cost become gloriously and divinely par- 
donable, this surely is to believe, (in so far as the 
reality of the belief extends, and its exercise conti- 
nues,) that sm is an evil of the most unequivocal 
character, and of intense malignancy, for which all 
creation could provide no cure; which even Om- 
potence itself could not frustrate or subdue, without 
taking, to itself, in that strange conflict, the very 
attributes of weakness. 

Is it then possible, that he who in any measure 
really believes this, should yet deliberately love and 
choose sin, should account that which he knows to be 

c 2 
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sinful, a source of true enjoyment, or, indeed, estegn 
it anything better than a seductive poison of the 
soul ? , • 

Nor is it less evident, that to believe with the 
heart in that heaven-descending pity which accorpr 
plished such a sacrifice, — in that generouslovp whfeh 
could pot desert the wretched at their “utmost nepchY 
-rrin that blood which cries with impassioned , kind* 
ness to each fallen offender, “thou hast, destroyed 
thyself, but in pie is thy help,” — in that free munifi- 
cence, which, not content with the purchase of.sqfih 
cpstly pardons, holds out to the victims of, trajp&- 
gressiojn a celestial and eternal joy,— this is. to." 
lieve, pith the heart” in a Benefactor, whose, clajpqs 
tp our love and devotion, eternity, so fitr frpjp apqpi}- 
tingv cain but augment and perpetuate. Is, , it po^r 
sihlp, therefore, that the believing mind shonjff n$, 
by adoring self-dedication, respond in some 
however inadequately, to these overpowering claims? 
Can we, take at the hand of heavenly merqy , an, , in- 
corruptible inheritance, in lieu of a merited dest|p^- 
tiop, and feel no love, no devotedness, towards Hjpi 
t^at stooped and agonized to ransom, to enrich, apd 
to exalt us? . : 

Hem then,, are the two master-springs of moral £e r 
novation— aversion to sin, as a source qf misery^ 
awfully opposed to the divine nature and will grate- 
ful attachmen t to the Great Deliverer from it, himself 
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die giver and exemplar of holiness. Both are ne- 
cessary results (if there be any order in the consti- 
tution of the human soul) from cordial faith in 
Christ’s atoning sacrifice : and since the same scrip- 
ttfre, which reveals this sacrifice, unfolds the aspects 
and the snares of moral evil, and the spirit and course 
by Which to please and imitate the great Object of 
dtif gratitude, it is manifest that, with the most, con- 
straining motives, are thus associated the most en- 
lightening rules. But even without referring to 
these, we may find their principles and lineaments 
contained and expressed in the great fact itself. 
Which is the sovereign object of belief and trust. 
The 1 astonishing fact of redemption, in proportion 
as ft is believed, not only operates as a motive, but as 
ah example and a rule. Though in its character 
and design inimitable by angels, it is in its spirit 
htilt&ble by men ; and when truly believed, must be 
irksome measure copied. Who, for instance, can be- 
lieve in his heart, that he has been so deeply ruined 
and so divinely rescued, and yet allow himself to 
dh^ish pride, or wilfully indulge an arrogant and 
haughty spirit ? How can those yield themselves up 
to sensual and worldly allurements, to luxury, vo- 
luptuousness, and covetousness, who know these to 
be thd chains of the great apostasy, the snares and 
bands thht have held our race in moral ruin and 
estrangement from their God, and which the Son of 
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God himself was bound, and scourged, and pierced, 
on purpose to dissolve and sever ? How shall I to- 
lerate in myself a malicious, an unforgiving, or a 
selfish spirit, believing, meanwhile, that to me so 
much has been given and so much forgiven ; that 
“ God spared not his own Son;” that this illustrious 
sufferer implored in death a pardon for his bitterest 
foes; that, instead of exacting the penalty which 1 
owe to justice, the King of Kings imposes oh me, 
by infinite mercies, a boundless debt of love ? 

Thus we cannot but perceive, that a true accep- 
tance of the u great mystery of godliness” is, ill itself, 
that change of heart begun, by which we must enter 
“ the kingdom of God.” Christian conversion is the 
real and believing view, mentally, by a spiritual and 
divine light, of that infinite atonement and free par- 
don which constitute the gospel what its name im- 
ports , — “ glad tidings of great joy.” To acquire a 
new view, — a different internal apprehension or con- 
ception of all that is most momentous, of the charac- 
ter pf Deity, of the personal manifestation of that 
character in Christ, of sin and righteousness, of life, 
death, and eternity, this is surely to be, in spirit, 
"born again to be "a new creature ;” to become 
in temper and practice " alive unto God.” A 9 
surely as conversion towards the sun expands and 
fructifies the blossom till then unopened, which is 
attracted by and turned towards its beams, so surely 



Digitized by Google 




OF THE GOSPEL. 



31 



the believing view of the gospel, in proportion as it 
is undiverted and unsuspended, must produce w fruit 
unto holiness.” And this quality will be found es- 
sential to the satisfactory character of any remedy 
proposed to you for the ills of life, and the mental 
distress which attends them : because, a& I have 
already remarked, it is the sense of moral evil, and 
of unfitness for a perfect happiness, which deepens 
the pain of every temporal grief. In order to com- 
bat effectually the sorrows of mortality, we want 
those pure principles of immortal life, increasingly 
developed and consciously maturing, which are the 
pledges of a joy " that fadeth not.” And it is very 
material to observe, that so far as our Christian 
obedience springs from this influence and these prin- 
ciples of action, the fruit will be emphatically “ good 
fruit the believer’s acts will be not merely good as 
to their fitness and utility in themselves, but good as * 
to their prompting motive. Nor does it appear pos- 
sible that acts performed by men from any other 
principles can be good in the same sense ; or that 
those performed by Christians under the admixture 
or Joint influence of other motives, can b& good in 
the same degree. A mercenary, who, in the service 
of his sovereign or his chief, performs certain acts, 
and refrains from others, with the mere aim of earn- 
ing a promised recompense, has obviously ho better 
motive than mere prudential wisdom ; an A although 
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he should have the belief, that on account of. the inva* 
luable services of a deceased brother or friend, legs will 
be claimed personally from him, that his oonduct will 
be judged with less rigour, or a greater reward? bq 
conferred,— still, if he retains the notion, whether 
roneously or not, that his own deeds are to be, 
whole or in part, the procuring price, the “■ uahjable 
consideration” for which he is to be requited! he 
may have as much of a mercenary spirit as if these 
were no such indirect advantage to enhance his expect 
tatious ; nor is it easy to conceive how, undersudiimv 
pressions, he can be wholly divested of that spirit) 
and aim. Thus, if we view the gospel, as too many 
appear to view it, with so indistinct a sense of its 
purpose and its value, as to account the merits of 
the Saviour but a sort of supplemental adjunct, haw^ 
ever weighty, to the merits of the saved, die mbito* 
nary character of our conduct may remain quite turn- 
changed, and radically changed it cannot be, t> Hei 
who regards the " unsearchable riches of Christ^h 
as meant to compensate for what is lacking in his 
own deserts, but so that his obedience wDl still form 
part of his title to heaven, must be still employed 
legally , — and we may use this term both in the 
theological and forensic sense, — labouring to 
strengthen and complete that “ tide” to mansions 
in the skies. But acts so prompted, be they of what 
kind or amount they may, cannot be, in the highest* 
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sense, good. For then would the ob&liehCb Of 
angels and “ the spirits ofthe perfected” be no 
better and no higher, whbse title to felicity fe com- 
pletely Tariffed by possession. The works of the 
legalist, who labours to earn and secure a promised 
reward, would beas excellent as those of “ minister- 
ing epfrits/’ actuated by 1 pure love to God and man, 
ui’wltamfevery act is disinterested; except so for as 
tteiixerdse of rthat holy principle constitutes their 1 
bhsfi^ Thus you perceive, that it is the entire gta 1 
tmtousmest of our whole salvation, which can alone 
pfaorthe 1 offender on that footing where he may* 
rediy T begin to exercise the heavenly sort of oW 
cKente. ' .lie. a sGod of all grace” deigns to declare 
to returning :dnliers,**-I pardon you freely, I justify 
y<m> freely; I will sanctify you wholly, 1 now adopt 
and I will hereafter glorify you, all and merely fOr the 
seism of my beloved Son. Now, therefore, begin to 
obey and follow me * as dear children,” as seraphs 
have always obeyed, as man in his primetal mno- 
cencerobeyed; ( from filial, grateful, admiring, imita- f 
tivelote. Think not of being happy for your obe- 
dience but happy in it. Your bliss will then be 
perfect! when the sources and the streams of action 
shall become chtirely “ pure and undefiled J” 

, .-'KiM : ’ .!*. ' • - ! 5 : • ’ • ’ ' 

/Let me now, with the heftiest Wish that you should 
attain substantial peace, not such “ as the world 

c 5 
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giveth,” once more recall to view the sum and essence 
of this “ gospel.” It has been represented'as a freOi 
gratuitous, and entire remission of sins, grafted 
through the amazing mediation of that Lord of 
glory who gave his life a ransom ; becoming thus a 
demonstration of all moral perfections in God, and 
a creative power to re-awaken them in than : far 
more than a mere pardon or reprieve from penal jus* 
tice, — rather a justification or honourable release, all 
act of full oblivion, which instates offenders in the 
same enjoyment of divine favour, as if their proge- 
nitor had never fallen, as if they themselves had 
never renewed and multiplied his fall ; nay, which 
seals to them in reversion, for the sake and as the 
chosen reward of the Great Restorer, a sublimer 
happiness than they could have enjoyed unfaQen, 
sublimer if only for that love of gratitude,— bound- 
less and eternal gratitude— which is its best consti- 
tuent ; which begins when first we look with the eye 
of faith on Him whom we “ have pierced,” and can 
terminate only when He shall cease “to be glorified 
in his saints and admired in all them that believe. 1 ” 

It has been impressed on you that “ this great 
sight,” this view by faith, though “ as ifl a glass 
darkly,” of the reconciling and atoning cross, the 
centre w hither all moral glories converge and whence 
they radiate, is the heavenly sunshine that cheers 
and vivifies the soul ; mighty to quicken those germs 
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of pure obedience and holy blessedness, that shall 
bloom and be matured among * the saints in 

.,v ' ; 

V^e,bpe affirmed there is no heart so cold, no 
oqmgapice so steeled or captive, no mind so pertina- 
cious in ejecting hitherto the counsel of God, or in 
refusing to be comforted, which has a right to de- 
spair pf his omnipotent, love, who was * lifted up” 
on the cross that He might “ draw all men unto 
Him.” 

These, if I rightly view them, are the " gospel” 
consolations. This is the “ balm in Gilead,” and 
the f'^physician” there. It is a sovereign specific 
wlpch you need ; not a poor, deceptive, momentary 
oordi^b But than this, let me ask, what nobler and 
what richer can you crave ? Could you now call a 
minister of mercy from the skies, could you invoke a 
visible angel to strengthen and to solace you, what 
would yon have him bring ? Can your heart conceive 
of something more appropriate, something more in- 
estimable, in substitution for this “ glorious gospel 
of the blessed God?” Were that messenger to confer 
the gift of immediate health and ease, — or to bear 
" in Kis right hand length of days, and in his left hand 
riches and honours”^— or to present again the dearest 
friend or child whom you have mourned for,— you 
know, how ineffectual some of these blessings would 
be to heal the pains of the body, and all of them 
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to assuage the wounds of. the spirit; you know how 
soon also they must vanish like the mist and wither 
like the flower. 

Were he even commissioned with “ another gos- 
pel,” with another charter of pardon and immortal 
gladness from the court of heaven, how, I ask, could 
it be fraught with so divine a tenderness, or charged 
with promises which so exceed all price, as that 
which has been sealed in the blood of God’s own Son, 
and invites the wretched to be " joint-heirs” with 
Him ! Listen then to the voice which should soften, 
if not banish, every sorrow. Rise from dejection to 
greet the " Angel of the covenant” u Behold, He 
stands at the door and knocks.” Be it yours to wel- 
come and adore him. He comes to pour into your 
bosom “ everlasting consolations.” If there be in 
the universe an envoy or a message that might cheer 
the most disconsolate, and chase by spiritual joy 
the physical maladies of nature, that might make 
“ the lame to leap as a hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb to sing,” you must recognise them here. Be- 
hold the illustrious envoy: “ the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” Listen 
to his joy-inspiring message — “ He that believeth on 
me hath everlasting life so transcendently good 
and great that it is beyond our loftiest concep- 
tion : so divinely simple, that it is not beyond our 
most childlike acceptation. May we have grace, be- 
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lievingly and devotedly to receive it ! Then will the 
love of this heavenly Friend constrain us. Then 
shall we " count all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Him.” Then, u although in 
tribulation, we shall have peace ;” nay, then may we 
learn at length, like his apostle, to " take pleasure in 
infirmities and distresses for Christ s sake,” feeling 
in life and death the truth and emphasis of his own 
sacrted words, * Blessed is he whosoever shall not be 
offended in me.” 
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ON STRAINED INTERPRETATIONS OF THE DOC- 
TRINE OF FAITH OR CONVERSION, WHICH MAY 
INDUCE A DESPONDENT IMPRESSION THAT WE 
ARE AND SHALL BE DESTITUTE OF IT. 

That " the gospel of Christ,” when believed, ha? a 
signal adaptedness and power to produce the great- 
est moral effects, I suppose you— amidst whatever 
painful doubts as to your own vital reception of it — 
clearly Ur discern : so as to be little moved by the 
objections of those confused or cavilling opponents 
who decry faith, as if it were a delusive substitute 
for morals, instead of being, what it really is, their 
very root or basis. 

It has been no doubt a ground of hesitation and even 
of repugnance to many, although but a superficial 
fallacy if examined, that when we affirm Christian 
conversion to consist in a cordial reception, by faith, 
of u the glad tidings” revealed, our all is thus made 
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dependent on one simple act of the mind, or even on 
a passive state of it. Simplicity, to many, appears 
weak, and is distasteful. It was hard even for 
many of the " wise and disputers of this world,” to 
receive the one law of gravitation, in place of the 
vortices and fluid medium of Descartes. There is 
much shrewd insight of human nature implied in 
the query of his attendant to the Syrian captain, 
which has been often alluded to by divines in this 
connexion,—" My father, if the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not have 
done it?”* 

Yet, while the simplicity of any principle or 
means, and therefore of faith, will often contribute 
to excite prejudice, the power or tendency of this 
cannot, to any acute and understanding mind, be as 
latent, or appear as arbitrary as that of the ablution 
in Jordan. On the contrary, one would think there 
should need little or nought of reasoning, Of expla- 
natory developement, to apprize rational persons, 
that to " believe the gospel,” though it be a simple 
thing, and in the world's eye an indifferent or im- 
material thing, is yet in fact, and in a very lofty 
sense, the “ great thing.” A Naaman may scorn 
it for its supposed commonness, and a Hume for 
its supposed unreasonableness; a Julian may taunt~ 
ingly tell us — " I believe , is the sum of your wis- 

* 2 Kings ▼. 13. 
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dom;”* and they who “ talk of morals,’’ may stiff 
ask, why so constantly keep in view this om thing, 
this “ faith,” when, in the .scripture itself, a variety 
of precepts and example^ are so much urged, on our, 
attention, apid regard. But in treating of your diflk 
cullies, I have happily np need to vindicate ,this gr$&% 
principle from .the contempt of some, or the.de- 
preriation of others. You are well aware that belief 
is, , the inain-fipring, of conduct ; that, this “ ouu, 
thing,” (whatever baits ^hnplicity,) like gravitation, 
or, i air, or light, ^ is, needful” and aU r important^ 
that r if it were but a point, it would yet be the “ 

% point;” that were it but the affair as of a “ mo- 
ment,” it would yet also be (so to speak) “ th$ n 
twinkling pf an eye' — resembling, spiritually, th^t 
very small and slight corporeal change, which lets in 
upon the mind a new creation. When an oculist 
couches the first eye for a patient immersed ^ 
blindness, be does but one thing — and this a very 
slight .and simple thing ; he. merely removes a« 
small thin film : but that “one thing” was “ ne^oU 
ful;” and the removal of this little obstacle lets in , 
atonce. a hemisphere. f He who was in darkness., 
(even though it were not total) is as “ a new * 

* As cited in Gregory Narianzen, and from him by Bullet, 
Hist, du Christiaaisme, p. 117. { ■ 

f Or rather, would do so, if it were not requisite to guard (in 
some cases at least) against the sudden and full influx of sun-light : 
a circumstance which should not be wholly overlooked in the spi. - 
ritual analogy. 
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creature/’ * born again/’ as into a new worfd/ 
to hiiti there are " new heavens and a new earth ;” 
he walks abroad and admires, and is transported 
wtth* grateful gladness. J And although the re* 
stofation of sight should in such a case be very im- 
perfect, which it frequently is, 'so that the patient 
se^ men only as " trees walking,” or the ocean but 
as i misty plain, and the moon but as a glimmering 
lainp, still is there a great and happy change, Which 
ar&&' ! from one exceedingly slight and simple pro- 
cess/ 'A physical conversion of the eye and of thfe 
manwas in that small process effected. He turns 
toward the suh, whereas till now he knew not !thC 
place of its rising or its zenith ; he moves to embrace 
a Silent ifriend, whom but lately he knew not where 
to seeli, arid indeed, while silence lasted/ was un- 
conscious of his presence. Nay, the conversion is 1 
faf niore than physical. New feelings are awakened/ 
add a hew practice commences. He learns to d6 
the works 1 and' fulfil the offices for which light is' 
essential, and thus his life of privation and unpfb- ' 
fitablenesS is converted to a new life of activity and 
comfort. 4 " Those who refuse to expect, or expect with 
hesitation, that so common and simple a thing as 
faith in the gospel can amount to moral and spiri- 
tual conversion, or to what the scriptures describe 
as a being " bora again,” might surely with more 
reason refuse to expect that so trifling and slight a 
change as the oculist effects on his patient, can involve 
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and new diversities of enjoyment. Such, however, I 
have remarked, is not your difficulty* You admit with 
readiness, that a true faith in the gospel must needs 
be a principle of great power as well as great sim- 
plicity ; that it does amount to conversion of heart, 
motive, life, and prospect : and you anxiously fear, 
from the want of decisiveness and completeness 
which you find in its effects, that you possess it not. 
This impression, perhaps, has been strengthened by 
the views of some Christian writers or preachers, 
who seem not to admit that there can be gradations 
or 'fluctuations in faith; and of others, who, without 
bolding that opinion, appear to teach, that, in all 
cases, where there has been a spiritual transition 
“ from darkness to light/’ there must be always a 
vivid and assured sense of contrast between the pre- 
vious and the actual state. By tests like these, your 
hope/it may be, is distressingly shaken. 

But the illustration which has beep now employed, 
although you needed it not for its former purpose, 
may, as I judge, be appropriate and serviceable to 
you here. For it obviously assists us to conceive,^ 
indeed was hinted before, how it is that some wbpm 
we account sincere believers in the gospel, may have 
attained comparatively low degrees of spiritual ani- 
mation and happiness, and may even suffer at times 
a grievous and dangerous interruption qf both. 
That faith has its degrees and fluctuations, the lan- 
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guage of scripture and the experience of believers 
abundantly concur to evince.* But if faijth, which is 
efctr faculty of spiritual vision, be quite languid and 
hkxperfect,its effects can be but proportionate to its 
condition. Hit become increasingly dim and inactive, 
ita^objects will be less and less distinct, and its in- 
fhteUce on our emotions and our actions will of 
CttUS&e be enfeebled. 

have seen a patient who had been couohcd for 
blindness with success, and this in advanced years ; 
bat* a great defectiveness of sight (though not 
attSOtuiting to absolute blindness) had gradually re- 
tWmfcd, and the operation had been successfully ro* 
peatod. How much more may this returning dim* 
neS4 ; assd obscuration be feared as to spiritual sight, 
as to the mental and cordial perception of divine 
thfrlgs, the vivid apprehension by faith of invisible 
polities! Will you say, that by this supposition 
we impeach die power and skill of a divine Operator ? 
Ntft sbi: I Only proceed on those actual though mys- 
terious circumstances and liabilities of our nature 
whidh it hath pleased him to permit. Our Saviour 
gave Sight to die blind son of Tim® us. Does it 
fcHbw, that if this mendicant had afterwards chosen 
to travel among the sands of Egypt, he would have 
been secure from ophthalmia? or would such a disease 

"f'V . 

* S^e texts quoted in u Thoughts on Devotion/’ 6th edition, 
p. 227 } and remarks there and at p. 240. 
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have disproved the completeness '.of his previous 
cure ? It is beyond our sphere to decide what the 
God of grace could effect, or could prevent. Facts 
teach us, that in this world he allows the dbjectsibf 
his kindness to be still exposed to harms and perils, 
spiritual as well as physical, and to bear even within 
themselves many sources of both. The spirited 
eye is originally darkened by the disordersaftis 
fallen nature, and the operation of enUghtewng 
mercy, though it lake a film away, dees as« * 
remove those springs of inward evil which', may 
reinduce in a great measure the sensual and obsqur* 
ing cloud : still less does it destroy those noxious | 
airs and motes which float around ; or miraculously 
shield ‘the eye of faith against their natural influence 
It is true, our Saviour said, and with a direct lr& I 

ference to the spiritual life, “ if thine -eye be-efauy 
(free from clouds or spots, and in this sense one or I 
‘ single, 9 ) thy whole body shall -be full* of lights 
that 1 is, — thy perception of objects shall bei complex 
and all thy acts and movements be correctly -guided 
by it. On the contrary, “ if thine eye be disteth- | 
pered, (in that evil and diseased state which destroys 
vision,) thy whole body shall be Ml of darkness,” 

But the Great Teacher here described those^eoctbenle | 
opposites, between which, both physically and spn 
ritually, there are many degrees and many fluctua- 
tions. He who came to save, had been predicted as ] 
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“ia Mgbt to the nations; to open the blind eyes;’* f 
attd himself declared Ins gracious office of anen- 
lightener; Cf I ameonaeinto this world, that they 
whfohsee not might see :”t from the immediate 
eatmesion of which words with the cure of a man 
bom blind, webavea peculiar warrant for regarding 
llhst' kind of tnirade on the body as designedly m oh 
U ematic of his great commission to ilhiminate and 
renoratethe soul. But the method of several in 
that class of Christ’s miracles, seems expressly meant 
te>intimatey as was hinted before, those “ diversities 
oft operation” that should occur in the spiritual (turn 
which they typified. Thus in that miraculous giving * 
sight which has been now mentioned, the great 
Beae&jbtor chose to adopt an instrumental protest; 
sacb as in itself ntight seem even adverse to his pur- 
pose— the anointing the sufferer’s eyes with day; 
and, then enjoined him likewise to employ other 
means* “ Go> wash in the pool of Siloam/’ as if to 
ittrilqate these several lessons, — that the light of truth 
ami grace may be conveyed to the dark hearts which 
“{tbfeGod of this world hath blinded,” through sucW 
cessite t preparatory means; that what may seemunh 
obstruction to spiritual light, an aggravation of spb 
ritMalr disease, may yet be sometimes strangely in- 
struatenlalto the cure ; and also that the subjects 

1 ; • IssiahxliL 7; f Johnix. 
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of enlightening mercy may tbemselvee be called* to 
perform the part of diligent obedience Jto enjoined 
means, in order to the first attainment of thehless- 
ing. We find in the cure of another blind m an, 
at Bethsaida,* not only some outward acts > pear* 
formed by his Restorer, but also a restoration which 
was distinctly and purposely graduah It wa s 
only by die second imposition of the healing hands 
Of Christ, that his sight became strong to*discem all 
objects “ clearly.” On the contrary, in the case Of 
Bartimseus, the miracle was the result of much pre- 
vious importunity, (which in the former instances 
is not stated) — was accompanied with no other 
means prescribed to the subject of it — was in itself 
immediately complete, — and had this effect, not less 
immediate, that “ he followed Jesus in the wayj”+ 
So the removal of temporary blindness from Saul of 
Tarsus, appears, like his spiritual conversion which 
preceded it, to have been suddenly entire ; though 
the Saviour who wrought it employed jonly the de- 
puted ministration of an unknown disciple. As- 
suredly, such marked variations in the method of 
those " signs,” than which none were more significant 
of the Messiah’s spiritual character and office,;}; 
may well prepare us to expect much greater diver- 
sities in that higher process, by which the spiritually 

* Markviii. 22. t Mark z. 46 — 52. 

I John L 9. and ix. 5. 39— 41. 
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"blinded” are brought " from darkness to light;” 
greater in proportion as the blindness of the heart is 
a disease more deep and latent, yet disclosing itself 
by symptoms far more various; above all, as it is 
likewise a voluntary disease, which the patient at once 
disbelieves and cherishes. It were indeed very pre- 
sumptuous to deny that there have been and may be 
many Christian conversions as suddenly complete, as 
the restoration of natural sight to Bartimaeus or to 
Paul : but it were still more so to doubt that the 
same happychange is usually effected by successive 
means, and by a far longer gradation than the cure 
of those eyes> which the Saviour only once retouched 
ere they saw with “ luminous dearness.” Still 
more presumptuous ; since facts would more largely 
refute it : since also the previous reluctance or in- 
difference, whieh in the subjects of bodily disease 
were unheard of, and the neglect of prescribed means 
and precautions which among them was likely to be 
rare, do manifestly exist to retard (as far as divine 
mercy allows such unhappy counteractions) the gra- 
cious work of spiritual healing. When, at the first 
touch of pity from the Great Enlightener, a beam 
of heavenly truth has reached the darkened heart, is 
it found that a persevering importunity always 
ensues, a persistive earnestness like that which dic- 
tated the ancient petitions, " open thou mine eyes 
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law,” 
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— “ make thy face to shine upon thy servant*— 
up on me the light of thy countenance/’— orthat a 
correspondent attentiveness is always exercised as to 
revealed injunctions and warnings? Whether the? 
case be one in which the first entrance of spiritofif 
light is so powerful as to amount to conversion, or ^ 
which its faint degrees can be deemed but precdf* 
sory, is it found that the nigh t-d amps uf woridlyso^ 
defy, and the blinding dust of secular cares, aW 
shunned as far as may be compatible with dUtyf 
If experience assure us that these can grievotkSty 
impair the most confirmed and clear perceptions^? j 
divine truth, how much more the indpient and the I 
feeble ! Admonitions to “ watch and pray’ v are vir-' ' 
tually reiterated in multiplied forms throughout all 
scripture, and this in reference to every condition 1 ^ 
the mind, from the first feeling offepiritual darkness 
through each vicissitude of partial light, on to the 
hour of those happiest irradiations, which may meet 
the vigilant believer at ff the gate of death/’ These 
admonitions are surely as legible and as imperative as 
that question which invited and claimed the renewed 
importunity of Bartimaeus, " "What wilt thou I 
should do for thee?’* and as that direct command. 

Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,”* which, in another 
instance, was annexed to the act of mercy. If, 

Luke xvui. 
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therefore, revealed invitations and injunctions be 
remissly complied with, must we not anticipate, in 
the spiritual cure, proportionate defects, nay, mourn- 
ful relapses ? And then, until the heavenly touch be 
sought with more importunate contrition, how shall 
the pilgrim go on his way, in cheerfulness, vigour, or 
safety? Must. not rather his condition closely verge 
on. ; that of one who “ walketh in darkness, and 
knoweth not whither he goeth ?” In such a state, 
and we fear it is not unfrequent, there is urgent need 
to be " illuminated” anew. How awfully did the 
self-confident apostle need this, in the High Priest’s 
hall. Very lately, his spiritual sight had been 
strong to perceive and own his master’s glory, and 
be had received from Christ himself the assurance 
l^at this “ blessed” perception was divinely given ;* 
but the influence of the depraved world, like a foul 
and deadly vapour, unexpectedly enveloped him ; 
the eye of faith grew clouded and distempered : he 
recognised that glory no longer, and you know the 
criminal result The change was at once wretched 
and perilous. One would think the apostle, long 
afterwards, was mentally glancing at that unhappy 
night, w hen he wrote the admonition, “ connect 
with your faith, fortitude and in the subjoined 
description of him who “ lacketh these things,” 
employed the figure that has now been used; 

* Matt. xvi. 17. 

D 
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“ he is blind — extremely short-sighted or pur- 
blind, — end has contracted a forgetfulness of the 
purification from his former sins.”* Such, doubt- 
less, had been his own predicament in the hours of 
his distressing fall. The lopk of Jesus was that 
healing touch which restored a gleam of spiritual 
vision, and although he wept bitterly, yet did his 
very teaps denote, that the inward eye was fixed, in 
' reviving hope, as well as keen compunction, on “ the 
£or>, of the living God. 1 ’ Thus was Peter again 
* converted;” we cannot scruple the term; since his 
Lord himself had prophetically used it in reference 
to this very event. Happy those believers (and we 
trust they are many) who have never sunk into such 
a depth of guilt and alienation ; but the need of new 
and continual light, and succour, and restoration 
from abqve, is doubtless felt by all who are sincere. 
Kot a few would unite in the strong though quaint 
language of the excellent Herbert — 

' “ Lord, mend, or rather, make us : one creation 

Will not suffice our turn. 

Except thou make us daily, we shall spurn 
Our own sal vat ion.” t 

Tins to some may appear hyperbolical : but some- 
thing not unlike it has been written in sober prose, 
by one who possessed both solid sense and solid 
piety. “ Beside the first conversion of a soul 

* 2 Pet. i.9. roQXof, fiuviraZ»9. See Doddridge in loc. 
f In the poem entitled * Giddiness/’ 
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from a state of nature, there are after conversions 
from particular paths of backsliding, which are 
equally necessary to salvation. Every step out of 
the way by sin must be a Btep into it again by re- 
pentance.”* You will find self-discerning Christians 
feelingly acknowledge, that, as in the material, so 
in the spiritual universe. He who made all things, 
“ uphddeth all things that were not the eye of 
faith revisited often by the hand which first unsealed 
it, “ and from the well of life fresh drops instilled,” 
speedily indeed, and fatally also, must the light 
which is in them become darkness. 

If then you have a sense of the excellency of the gos- 
pel, a wish to participate its blessings, hail this desire 
as €€ the day-spring from on high.” I would address 
you now on the supposition — God grant it may be erro- 
neous — that you are not yet under the vital influence 
of that gospel : but be this ever so painfully appre- 
hended,-*— be it supposed that yourself or others can- 
not ascertain your possession of spiritual light, or that 
although you have seemed conscious to its beams 
erewhile, yet, from some hidden or some known and 
lamented causes, they are almost quenched, — yet 
pray much, and hope much, pray with fervour, and 
hope with reliance, that they may either be now re- 
stored and multiplied, or, if not then genuine, may 

* Henry on Matthew xviii. 

D 2 
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nowbe first bestowed. It is not for you to decide, 
that those former gleams of truth, though faint even 
then and unhappily grown fainter since* were net 
yet the gracious beginnings of a true conversion. „ 

If you have found the remarks lately offered own 
sonant to reason and to scripture, you willnotjudgp 
that hope to be precluded even when conversionis 
described as an instantaneous change. For we nptaj 
fully admit jt so to be, without any inference* which 
should in the least discourage even those, who are 
brought the most slowly and imperceptibly ft out •of 
d£rknes$ l into marvellous light” t. */. 

If, indeed, it be affirmed, that conversion is^ in 
ordinary cases* a change instantaneously complete 
inudejfr^fr-this is a groundless and perverted ac^ 
Qonnt 9f .it> which both the scriptures and expert 
enOe variously and fully disprove. , But if it be, only 
meant , that the change is instantaneous in i begins 
nwg,raud 90 far complete in kind \ this is no mono 
than (may be said of other great changes. . Dayr, 
hghtv forrexamploj is thus instantaneous: thafcis* 
th$ca mu$t be some point of time, where twilight 
might be* correctly said to end, and day-light to her 
gin5,ryetj who can fix or mark the separating instant? 
But imagine that it could be marked ; imagine that 
a, competent observer,, one placed in the? fit ^atmos- 
phere and at the. fit elevation, could always note.the 
truC/iUomentof sururise^ does it follow that lhe ( in- 
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stOtitaneeus commencement ofthis ^hail^e frtmi 
darkness to light would not remain to most of ws 
nnaseeHAinable Till 1 we have always a horizon 
without ' ifel or dbud; always a distance without 
gtriViebr ftill, who shah pretend toascertaih it ? The 
niariUeT'dri deckyor dwbller ori the shore, may now 
ahdHfcbeh dOso, when he ■ vratches ; the mbrning twi- 
light in al^loudless sky, and* catches the first ray 
diat* shoots river the oeean: It may, however/' be 

justly doubted, whether the firtet dawn of spiritual 
stmdight can hi any case be * % by man so ascertained; 
At least, while it is certain, that with all the chiU 
drei* *of light; the children of the day,” 1 there fbas 
sdfchfdtt instant, it is probable that, m a ‘ Jhai- 
jority of 1 cases, that instant, except' to the X^mnh' 
scient, 'ortO some higher created intelligences, trust 
be guile Unknown. But Who of ns will doubt that 
themateriul sun has risen, * though he ! t^e ; lw 
mist,” if .he now break through the dispersing v»- : 
pOuM, or even? if we have still a shaded daydigh^; 
without any view till evening of the orb frohi whi£h ! 
it'fldWsj and who will decide whether the first faint 
light which visited us from the clouded east. Or over 
the edgO of the forest, was previous or Subsequent to 
KiO Unseen rising ? If previous, still were those twi- 
light rays' its welcome pledges and its immediate 
harbingers. The commencement of this instants^ 
neous and eveMecurring change is almost always 
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unknown to us ; and its progress to completeness is 
invariably gradual 

Nor must this topic be dismissed .without observe 
ing, that the forcible figure which our Saviour 
so solemnly adduced in describing that great 
change which prepares the spirit for heaven* — 
the figure of a new birth, or “ regeneration,”— is 
viewed inconsiderately, not to say perversely, if it be 
thought to imply respecting that change, either a 
sudden completeness of degree, or a consciousness in 
the subjects of it as to the period of its occurrence- 
What was our natural life at the moment wbep it 
began? It had an instantaneous commencement, 
and perhaps a completeness in kind : but bow, ex- 
ceedingly remote from completeness in degree ! How 
feeble the principle and acting of new-born life;— 
how diminutive and helpless the frame and as for 
the mind, was not its existence for a time scarcely ob- 
servable, and its developement a work of years?— 
Can an infant be shown to possess, in the first weeks 
after birth, any distinct commusne^s of its being ? 
Has it subsequently any remembrance, I say not, of 
the moments in which life began, but even of the first 
months and years which followed? Have we not 
also read or heard of cases, where natural life was 
so extremely weak in its beginning, or so sickly 
and tender in its early progress, as to he quite 
doubted of at first, and often desponded of *fter- 
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wards, yet where intellectual Vigour becamfe eminent 
and bodily vigour not deficient ? It is sOmewhat sitt- 
gttlar that the biography of a Christian author, fr6m 
whom probably thfi first hint mas deriVed by me 
of the thoughts! which are now insisted and en* 
larged on,* affords an instance Of diie kind, which 
I ain persuaded ought to serve as art instructive 
illustration in respect to sphilttid life, wkh 
enoe both to our judgment of durafclvfes, afid ‘dtir 
treatment of ours. st Se destitute Was he 
birth of the sighs of lifey that he was thrown * aside 
as dead. One, however, of the attendants, thinking 
that she perceived some motkm or breath 1 ih him, 
cherished with such assidilous caste the abmrft 
ing flame of existence, that it was preserved ibf the 
benefit of the world. From his infancy he * had art 
infirm constitution and a thin Consumptive habiU’^ 
Yet that Doddridge lived, and nobly exemplified hife 
favourite motto, “ Live while you live/’ what Chris- 
tian doeS not rejoice to know and to remember ?uA 
still more signal instance, of Vast inteUettuai strength 

u ,J{ 

' v a As every man knows he Was bofn into the world* byte oot* 
•ciousness that hp now lives and acts here, though it is impossibly 
he should remember anything of the time or circumstances in widen 
hie was first produced into it— so may a Chrrttia'n bet 
some way or another he was born of the Spirit, .if l^e c^l trace its 
genuine fruits and efficacious influences in a renewed heart and 
life.’* — Doddr. Sermons on Regeneration , 8 . 8. p. 168. • ’ 1 ‘ '* f 

t Kippis's life of Doddridge, profiled to Pam*. Exp. , , , * 
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jbl&edFridi bodily bealthandgreat longevity, ati from 
tlie same frail, and even hopeless commencement, is 
found in the life 6f Sir Isaac Newton. “The help- 
less infant (at its birth) was of such a diminutive 
size, And seemed of so perishable a frame, that two 
women, who were sent to Lady Pakenham’s to bring 
‘some medicine to strengthen him, did not expect to 
keehim alive at'theirreturn.”* 

With such facts and such analogies before us, 
irnay we hot fitly ask the scriptural question, with 
hn eye at once to physical, mental, and spiritual 
blrthr ahd infancy — u Who hath despised the day 
if small things Shall we not also adopt the cheep- 
ing words of Doddridge himself, founded on that 
passage — 

^ Lori, if such trophies raised from dust 
?>}■'*>'• 1 Thy sovereign glory be, 

f'k > Jfer^iaroy heart, thy power wyGpfl v ' 

Materials fit for thee. 1 ' 

"this at least is evident, from such cases, and 
from general considerations also, that the ana- 
logy selected by our wise and gracious Lord him- 
self, in those remarkable words, “ Ye must be born 
again, • on which also the term regeneration is 
directly founded, so far from, even justifying, in 
regard to the great spiritual change, expectations 
either of consciousness as to its commencement, or 

//• Mt ~ .1 1 • : !• ’ r - ■ / ■ i i ■ (I )'■!,' i » 

{ .. • * .. - «; , 

1 * Brewster’s Life of Newton, p. & 
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^ siidderiness 9 $ .to r^atwrity^ does, , in ^11 ^a- 
son, lead; us rather to expectations directly the re- 
verse . Would it hp reasonable, or would it be 

treating yrithreverence the. comparison chosen and 
reiterated by divine wisdom, to conclude, that 
whily the natural - birth^ always presents a new 
life in utter, weakness,— the spiritual birth will 
usually unfold a new life in cpnfirmed stability 
and strength? that while ,in natural infapcy^the 

f wers of motion, thought, and action, are very 

./•' V v v ■ ' ■ - 't l * 

lg in their developement,— in spiritual infancy they 

arp at once mature ? that in the gr£at ghypical 
change, the newly-born must be fostered, hyp. daily 
^roviden^e, cherished by a thouss^d hurpan suc- 
cours, nourished, instructed, fed with milk, and then 
with solid food, — but in the great moral change, no- 
thing analogous to all this is requisite ipr its matu- 
rity? that, moreover, while it is: impossible as to 

natural life that we should remember when it began, 
hn* /-*■;'* K «:■ - ■ v.- ■ " * ; ■? ;s 

and was (as far as we can conceive} equally impos- 
sible that we should be then conscious { Cjf its ( hegm- 
mng, the period of spiritual regeneration must have 
been a matter of consciousness when present* and 
must be so of remembrance when past^ * 

Y6u will see that I all along suppose, and imply 
the occurrence of some partial exceptions to those 
probable analogies which I have been aiming to ex- 
hibit. Such exceptions, both in na^uj-al and spi- 
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ritual physiology, are sometimes found. But in 
either department it would be alike absurd, usually 
to expect them. 

And it deserves our attentive reflection, that bad 
it been our Saviour’s chief purpon in the choice of 
a figure, to preclude unwarranted expectations, no 
figure could be easily substituted which would be in 
that view so compendiously instructive* For this, 
while it expresses, in one word, with the utmost 
strength, the decisiveness of the spiritual change con- 
tains within itself, in the obvious and partly insepa- 
rable circumstances to which I have referred,-— but 
which seem to have been frequently forgotten, — what 
ought always to repress the fanciful, animate the 
diligent, and reassure the desponding. 

Other scriptural figures, however, and particularly 
those derived from the phenomena, of light and 
vision, we have found to be more adapted for a diver- 
sified and copious illustration of the same great sub- 
ject 

To those, therefore, while endeavouring to impress 
what has been already urged, I shall still venture 
once more to allude, and to say — -if but some sem- 
blance or prelude to the healing beams of the gospel 
has been yet vouchsafed to you or me, let us not de- 
spond of its heavenly origin and its happy increase. 
If not even so much has been or is at present realued» 
still let us not despond, but implore in hopeful ear nest- 
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tiea*, that mto (C tkej ckyepriag fte*t ew WghTfmay 
visit* tis,* to guide oul* feet into the way oftpesirt. 1 ’ 
Though wo art endangered, and nlaybe ranqdp fay 
pfc amtp tkm and a fobs security, k ia stiU einfAatir 
caBy triie* that * we* a*# saved by ho£m’ ? i ¥ifeM 
not, therefore* to the dread, rauehleas* to tbeihupe* 
less cdttckrtiotv, that it h k how taw late, oettafe yo^it 
moral &mm and insurability 1 are already .toe 
great mid inveterate: When ‘<the eartbwa* with- 
out form, and read; and daifenesa” (protably-et* 
kwigatid dreary permanence) *< on die foew'of idbe 
deep, M *j-^wbett that wreck, perhaps of a former wferid 
in itrina, had rolled on for ages in barrenness and 
gloom, —‘-then it was that thorivifymg moment carte; 
w and God said let there be light ; and there wttn 
light” . ; O 

Even so the gloomiest night of sorrow and ofconsoious 
ill-desert, — in whieh, perhaps, outward calamity* in- 
ward compunction, bodily pain, mental forebodings 
and regrets, much unbelief, and many fears, are all 
conspiring to blacken and agitate the chaos of the 
soul, — may be that moment of extremity which God 
hath chosen, when He shall begin effectually to 
remove its blindness or to chase the shadows; that 
it may presently behold the “ Sun of righteousness” 
arisen, and thrill under his quickening brightness. ; 

Do not perplex yourself with the query* perhaps 
impossible, both for others and yourself, to solve. 
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whether as yet any fact and firari o ni beam fton 
that great Source of influence has railed your heart; 
but with earnestness of scriptural research and of 
derout supplication, pursue the promised blessing. 
Expect not either the c o mmen ce ment or p rogres s of 
spiritual life in mystic, unintelligible impulses, but in 
being taught of God to appehend and feel with your 
rational perceptions and natural emotions, the truth, 
import, and cogency oT those wonderful facts and 
doctrines so pre-eminent in his word, which it is of 
unspeakable moment for a sinner spiritually to dis- 
cern. Confidently hope, that, according to the Re- 
deemer’s promise, if you “ ask,” you shall ‘lipecpre 3” 
that the Great Comforter and Instructor, the Holy 
and Eternal Spirit, " shall receive of hifv and db-i 
close it unto ypu.” i 
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O^SUSPJCIONS THAT WW MAY JSQTi .-BK<>4Ufc' 
NUINE, INDUCED BY THE FREQUENT OB^ERVA: 
Wok AND PARTIAL EXPERIENCE OF SELF-DE- 
LUSIONS. ' ' 

. j ■ • • • * • ^ *v8 /t- 

YotJ sometimes institute this anxious irtqtifry ;— if 
I da indeed appear to be favoured with a “ little 
faith,” with a ray of that light “ shining in the 
heart,” which should be powerful to cheer, and guide, 
and purify, still where is my sure ground of persua- 
sion, amidst those self-delusions, which, even within 
the pale of Christian fellowship, are too often ob- 
served, — and with some correspondent symptoms in 
myself, — that I possess in reality the u true light,” 
the healing, renovating light, from heaven? Its 
occasional intermissions or continued feebleness 
would not so much impair my hope of this, did I not 
meet with examples, and these of painful frequency, 
where claims to the possession of it are evidently fal- 
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laciotks. Have I not noticed some, and heard of 
more, professing to have ** the eyes of their under- 
standing enlightened,” and actually seeming to fix 
them with a most joyful intentness on those very 
truths and hopes to which the gospel invites, who 
yet in time of temptation have betrayed the nullity 
of its moral power, and are habitually betraying the 
extreme defectiveness of this, by not being so upright 
and true, not so pure and humble, not so charitable, 
patient, and self-denying, as their creed should in 
all reason make them ? Knowing that such fallacies 
exist, having ground to suspect that they are nume- 
rous, feeling also in myself a proneness to the 
same disjunction or disproportion between my pro- 
fessed faith and its due effects, and experiencing often 
such spiritual relapses, such falls from excitement 
into coldness 'and unwatchfiilness, as seem to mark 
and brand the instability of the principle, how shall 
I know that the hoped-for influence, now at best so 
weak, is in very deed divine, or wi M not prove, at 
last, ineffective and itfmsory ?~In reply to such 
queries, we must admit, with deep concern, the ex- 
istence of perilous delusions, sometimes total, some- 
times partial ; and we have shared the dishearten- 
ing apprehensions which they are fitted ta awaken : 
yet, when you investigate the character of those 
most palpably ensnared by them, you will, I think, 
perceive, that such have been willing captives, con* 
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tent to substitute imagination for faith; and you 
may at once shun, the danger and abate your dt? 
spondent fear of it, by observing how much fees it 
besets the selfexaflumng, than the sanguine ancbselfc 
confident. We cannot, indeed, hope to define or ap* 
prehend with precision, a state of mind which is, by 
the very supposition* unstable; nay, the deceptive* 
ness of which is in a great measure cloaked and hid* 
den from the self-deceived ; but we shall perhaps 
best approach it, by conceiving, that in Ueu of a be* 
lief and contemplation of the gospel facta. as realities, 
there is in such minds a vivid and com- 

plete, yet still but a theory— of the same facts as 
scenic visions : for 1 venture, in this connexion, to 
use the term theory, not in its philosophic or 
familiar sense, but in one which its etymology 
would seem to favour, — the view of a theatric 
spectacle. The illusion in such instances may be 
far more perfect and prolonged, than that of the 
most fascinated devotees of the drama, who probably 
have not for more than some successive instants be- 
lieved in, or supposed themselves to believe in, the 
action and decorations of the scene ; still may the 
differing illusions be mournfully parallel in this, that 
they lead to nothing practical ; that each is a mere 
luxury, a stimulant or opiate of the fancy, but has 
uo sway over the temper and deportment. 
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Or perhaps the existence arid nature Of SUfch cases- 
that is, of Kveljf and zealous views of thC gospel 
which yet prove morally inefficacious, titkf bC thOre c 
aptly illustrated by that perception of 'illu^i Vertex, 
tfhich is found ‘in some cases to aCCompUriy bur 
dreams. The marvellous facts of 1 revealed ' rCfiofiori 
ire vividljr contemplated and theoretically adkriftbd 
arid loved : yet with a sort of occrilt or under per- 
ception,' that they May be partMfy, ?f hot 1 iqUitCi 
unreal;' or at least a sense that the belief' Of thCfft 
by the party is not firm and real : (which of course Brt- 
voltres the doubt of their being so t)— easily, 1 there- 
fore, arid instinctively, amidst such vagUe atuMghrih^ 
views, Wlllfaftcy select and repose oft those aspCctS tad 
qualities, which may at once excite and soothe, 1 elud- 
ing no less instiiictively what would clafrn tcfco < AtT61 
and regulate the heart. It may be objected that 
this comparison is, in one very important point, ill- 
suited to f our purpose, and the lftfidel iftaytelT tfi'ft 
fs in that point unwittingly faithful : ihUkhUch, 1 tis 
dreams are not only softiethnCs suspected Otf'feltfdh 
sleep to be Unreal, but always at lUst turii out W^be 
so. Not always, however, (let me reply) the objbCts 
tvhich they represent. These are Very Often quite 
Zeal and substantial. ‘ ‘ u 

Let us suppose that only one or two travellers had 
yet visited the boiling Geysers of the frozen zone, or 
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the, stupendous .hurnipg, prater of, Kireuea.* Ar- 
dentio ha$ read Jbeij: narratives. r By some parts of 
them his imagination is st^cmgiy pxfite^. fie dreams 
vividly ,of thqse surprising scenes, and his waging* 
reverie is sometime 8 jdmqst as glowing as hisdream. 
Yet he, has a sort of, feeJiog r even while he dreams 
Qp mjjses, that, tho.pictwf 3 and the objects .are but 
ideal : and when, awake* apre vailing doubt, as, to the 
veracity or accuracy of these tiuyellers, amfas to the 
existence, at least in their magnitude or detail, pf 
objects so astonishing* Sopbpou, on the pther baud, 
is, a person less apt, whether yaking or sleeping, to 
fonp viyid and intense conceptions. His mental 
vision of these objects is less graphic and] , splendid 
than, that of Ardentip. He has also his shades of 
doijht , and clouds of suspicion, concerning the nar- 
rators and the facts, and yet he maintains a prevail- 
ing confidence in the fidelity of the former and the 
correctness of the latter. , It . may be objected,— -what 
ypu { coil 3pphro(n’s real faith m these things, differs 
hpt equivocally when it becomes hesitating and 
<dou4ed, from, what you deem a delusive substitute for 
feithfinAr^tia There is suspicion inbathcases, 
If , both were merchants, and any gainful, though 
arduous enterprise of commerce could be grounded 

b :{ * ■ r'< ^ -I 

1s ♦ Ip the island of Owy free, or Hawaii. 
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on the facts* — if the crystals of sulphur* in the lava 
Of Kirauea were described as ores of diver, or if the 
“ beautiful siliceous incrustations” f on the margin 
of the Geysers, were said to possess the quality of 
jewels, would Sophron be more likely than Ardentiq 
to send an agent thither at his cost I presume he 
would be much more ao. The doubts of Ardentio 
secretly prevail even while he is most absorbed and 
enchanted by the imagined sublimity and splendour 
Of the scenes : those of Sophron chiefly intrude when 
his mind is dejected and beclouded, prone to ques- 
tion evidence and to magnify objections. It is true 
that, in his darkest and least sanguine moments, he 
might very reluctantly hazard anything on the vera- 
city of these accounts ; but I conceive he would be 
far more prepared to do so, in serener hours, than 
the imaginative Ardentio even amidst his most de- 
lightful musings. 

Reverting from this imperfect comparison to the 
states of mind which it was introduced to illustrate, we 
urge this substantial distinction, that in one case the 
moral inefficacy exists, while the objects are « vividly 
contemplated and theoretically admired,” that, in 
short, the suspicion of their not being real, is here 
combined with a lively and doled fancy, miscalled 



* Ellis’s Hawaii, p. 230. + Hooker's Iceland, i. pp. 142, 151. 
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faith ; while, in the other case, it results from a 
clouded, sombrous imagination, apprehensive that the 
objects are not real, or that, if real, they are not Ac- 
lievedy because discerned so “ darkly/’ Now, if so, 
the attendant inefficacy (even were it equal for the 
time) will be obviously of very different character 
and augury: the one is the inefficacy of what 
apparent feith there is, at its very brightest; the 
other, that of what real faith there is, at its very 
darkest ; the one party may be stationary and un- 
profitable even amidst die best combination and 
brightest exhibitions of the fire-works “ he has kin-* 
died;” the other is certainly not more so (it may be 
hoped hot so much so), amidst the heaviest clouds 
which consciously obscure and make dubious each 
glimmering constellation of his sky. 

Or to adopt another, yet a nearly related figure, 
there may be seem as much difference between the 
view of humble faith, dim as it may be, and that of 
an elated fancy, as between a feint glimpse of the 
true sun, through or beneath a cloud, and the bright 
image of a mock sun or parhelion, on a cloud : be- 
tween the sight of real lakes and palm trees, from a 
mountain top, caught now and then, and tremb- 
lingly, through opening mists and hazy distances, and 
that of a cloudless mirage , the bright but false appa- 
rition of those same welcome objects, gazed on in the 
desert. 
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Of this kind, we need not hesitate to conclude, 
hasbeea the religion or faith of heathens c due 
creed, if it can admit that name, oft all mythohgiek 
The pantheon of eaeh idolatry i can hare: been tittle 
or nothing alee than a spectacle of imagination to iti 
dreaming rotaries. Accordingly, they might in torn 
ho powerfully soothed err Mmudatod by its influehea* 
but still by a splendid reverie, not a- sacred reality; 
They might yield, themselves to the illusions stigtitly 
or ; profoundly 5 but only just as far us>the bias of the 
heart concurred : they could not therefore be checked 
in evilt or impelled to good, even by what was best in 
it* axQopt so far as some terrors responding .to innate 
opnyictions of divine justice, were masked unde** 
the. forms that fancy had embodied. But in those 
minds whose self-deception, amidst . the light of 
heavenly truth, we have been seeking to illustrate, 
die gospel itself: seems perverted into something Mfce 
a^uhtime mythology, and though its holy scene 3 
mtkst he the very contrast of pagan fable, yet - the 
holiest system; if it be but fervidly imagined, and not 
ia some measure wakefuhy believed, wiE have tittle 
or nor. practical and constraining power. It will 
e&oite transient feelings, but yet be very inoperative 
on habitual demeanour. 

We know that romance or fictitious tragedy, or a 
ground-work of historic fact under romantic or tragic 
embellishment, often produces strong emotions ; and 
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this .even when > silently ready; withotot any* ofihe 
added iMutions of the scene : yet its peal MOrUliki 
fluenCe, in producing a spirit like that wfaieh it de- 
as- admirable, is I Suppose exceedingly small. 
Biography wind* is authentic, though comparatively 
unexciting, . praeflically moves' a great deal mom j 
and adtkms' that laretoeltWed' to hive been wrotlght 
for bur dwn bene&tj whieh' move therefore to grati- 
tude.** welfcisd inritationj havea still far greatel 
mOrhl power; a^power jsf oembined fbrcesi and both 

tSfetiue. ,f. ; ! .•:•••:(! 101. V- * ;v !• 

li H*»c let me introduce a thought, which, though 
W&er digressive, should not, as if appeal tb ihei 
h®t withholden. Itwas impressively stated, in a 
preliminary; lecture, iby * late eminent Scottish pro- 
fessor. .of natural: philosophy, that the actual phy- 
sical) wonders of creation . for transcend the boldest 
and mosthyjperJ»hcal>; imaginings of poetic minds } 
‘‘<that-the mason of Newton? and Galileo ■took® sub- 
lugerflight than the fpfley of Milton and. Ariosto."* 
That this, is quite, truk, J need only refer .you to a few 
astronomical facts glanced at in snbsequentipages-of 
this volume, in ordeftoevince. But if is-.not 'les'S- 
true, and it is quite analogous, that by the mOrrf 
wonders of Redemption, the loftiest flights od imagii.- 
nationarestill more, exceeded. ... 

), . 1 m< .♦ : y>. t * 7 -i.'ftf l:v-! *n« ’• . \ » .4;,),, 4 ; ; 

^Manuscript Notes of Playfair’* Natural Philosophy Lectures. 
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Those instances of the moral sublime, the pa* 
thetic, the heroic, which it is the very province and 
sphere of poetic invention (of romance and tragedy) 
to model or depict, are really and infinitely surpassed, 
by the simply narrated facta of Christ's humiliation, 
labours, and self- sacrifice. There is indeed* else- 
where, a tinsel of the false sublime, derived from 
worldly gauds and decoration, from a complexity of 
device and a strong infusion of earthly feeling, 
which make the fictions much more attractive to our 
pride, curiosity, and earthly affections : but in the true 
sublime, what can approach the facts of the gospel 
—what specimen of self-abdicating grandeur, of un- 
ostentatious fortitude, of romantic and disinterested 
tenderness, can be once named with the “ unvar- 
nished tale” of the unlearned evangelists ? 

This strikes me as one strong presumptive proof, 
that their tale is true; that the history of redemption 
is authentic. And not merely because it were pass- 
ing strange, if such writers as those of the four gos- 
pels should in, their homely fictions have, left all 
poets and inventors far behind, but also, because if 
their history were false, it would follow that human 
nature had in other instances exhibited or conceived 
acts of moral heroism, of which there is no known 
archetype or anticipation (so to speak) in the divine. 
.The reputed volitions and acts of creatures, and of 
very imperfect and depraved creatures, — such as the 
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patriotism of Curtius, the friendship of Pylades or 
Terentius,*theconjugal devotion of Eleanora,— would 
have in them a generous self-sacrificing quality, not 
apparent in any revealed act, nor I think oonoeivable 
by us in any unrevealed act of the Creator. My 
argument does not found itself on the truth of these 
or other such histories of self-devotement. Were 
they all fictions or exaggerations, as some of them 
probably are, still the moral idea developed in them, 
and with incomparably more grandeur in the story 
of our redemption by Christ Jesus, would be a 
human idea of virtue to which nothing analogous 
would be known to exist, or known even to be pos- 
sible, iti the acts or counsels of the Perfect Being. 
It may, I hope, without irreverence, be added, that 
not even the idea of mere munificence can be real- 
ized from the ordinary gifts of God (were they ever 
so immensely enlarged), in the same sense as when a 
man bestows ** all his goods to feed the poor,” or to 

redeem his brother because the amplest gifts of 
God’s providence can in no wise straiten or impo- 
verish the creative Giver. 

If redemption by a Divine Saviour were not a 
truth, (if scripture were only to be taken in the sense 
of the u rationalists,”) then although power and 
wisdom would be divinely exemplified in creation, 
and amazing forbearance in the treatment of sinful 

* See this and some similar instances in Valerius Maximus. 
Exam. Mem. lib. hr. c. 7. 
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and ungrateful man, we should possess, for some other 
human excellencies, no express Divine Exemplar 
nor even parallel. It could not be intelligibly en- 
joined by an apostle who should urge a self-denyihgl 
self-sacrificing kindness,—^' Let this mind be in ytftf 
which” is also in the Deity.— For such a ntmd'br 
act in Deity; would be on that supposition unasceri 
tamed. It is then alone discovered, when wedi#- 
covet* mid recognise in scripture, the fact, that " the 
Word became incarnate 1 and tabernacled amo ngi 
Its divine < exemplification (and as far as ‘We 
can imagine, : its only possible exemplification) ^ 
man, is through the mysteriously constituted pOrsdtt' 
of Christ ; who, “ though he was rich, yet for*dtft f ' 
sakes became poor,” and “ being in the forth* of 
God,” took on hhn, by some unknown OccultatiOri 1 of 
uncreated glory, the form of a servant.*’ 1 r 

•Gerierority and heroic love Were then displayed 
ta the universe by a veritably peerless andgodfikfe 
models when: the Lord of Life, unable of Himself 

to die; contrived to do it.” f ' ^ r 

He, therefore, who receives as true the record 6F 
our Lord’s exinanition £ and sacrifice, must find alT 
other facts and ideas of moral elevation, self-de- 
votemeiit, roitiaritie virtue among tiieh; farbeneath* 
that divitfef idei 5 andOiMbitiori of them! 5 And this* 



* John i. 14. S$e D J v P, Smith, Scrip. Test. ii. 396. and 
iii. 69. 

•f* Herbert — Prayer before Sermon. $ ieturo* sxsvars. 
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Wgnestjpimbfy, anas, ft, ought rto-ta tha 

that .view ofjit, a» wexaggBft 
t^^,*fd:f^^^mis8Ulfem«nib of a simple anaaty** 
dgRr etigfe|t». I t^nki to admit* not only that! men 
have i^opjefiMod, 4ft act mope at&Ume than their 
(j^fta^iiscknowft tohavewfought, but.also, that ia 
a^, -virtuous. suffering, active and passive, they in 
tqgfttydwro achieved and endured what Deity can- 
ash vnuaftystnsef cootetndoljt achieye on endure. 
Ean#8ceptjn «n . assigned and passible nature, we 
oannat etmoeite of Deityas in any. sense -exercising, 
Ujpse , or perfections, from which we_«wy dir. 
ipg^Jepm how t9 ?*#*» to re*ow»cfc to ofay, “to 

8(^4 and, Jo h» .spent.” . .... ...•.„ 

to'QW i^tof.ithe seif-tort^ring ; M^chjfe, aad the 
f^npf-F^f the. copdewned Socrates* soemed-to be,,a<v-) 
cording to dip, loftiest and most philosophic notion 
o^ ,thff ; J?iyine mature, «w»t, possible 1 with , God;, but 
Son , of ( Man,” — “ God with tWr-\ 
cgiftfl am , to be ministered untfl but to roiftistefj.and 
to give his life a ransom,’’ then was itseeu, that, the- 
t^mswft^nt .prototype of tiering virtue had. ever 
existfd, in, the, purpose, , and, was now at Jength, dP^fir 
lqppdin the human acts and human eftdumnoepf 

mm.^vho was , with God and, was God :’’ that tho? 

original /’ patterns” or “ modela” i * „of these moral 

* iwrtf, Heb, ▼til. 5. el Act. vii 44. 

«. 
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glories (of which human examples had presented 
some faint and distorted outlines or broken and im- 
perfect sketches*) were “ in the heavens” alone. 

This appears to me quite worthy of being weighed, 
as a presumption for the truth of the most wonderful 
and affecting of all records, the incarnation and suffer- 
ing of the Son of God. Such, however, was not my 
direct purpose in adducing it : but to point out the 
probability that this great recorded feet, which inef- 
fably surpasses and eclipses all romance, this “ most 
touching or pathetic of all doctrines; may be men- 
tally gazed upon as if romance, and attract some 
minds under that aspect only. I do not now at all 
contemplate the case of its being rejected or disbe- 
lieved, but that of its being conceived as a picture^ 
and not held and “ held fast” as a fact. Hard it 
may be to discover and define the specific difference 
between a real yet doubting faith, and this sort of 
unreal, imaginative semblance of faith ; but that such 
a difference exists is pretty certain ; and moreover, 
that in very many, perhaps in all pious and believ- 
ing minds, a portion of this latter, fluctuating with 
inward states and outward circumstances, generally 
mingles. 

Hence we may no doubt likewise discern a pecu- 
liar danger, and infer an important warning, for the 

♦ uvroUty/Lutrei, Heb. ix. 23. t De Stael. 
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whole class of the excitable and sanguine. This 
class is to be found in every station of society ; it 
may be doubted whether more among its higher or 
inferior ranks : there is, besides, in every form of 
Christian worship and instruction some excitement 
provided for it; most amply, doubtless, in the attrac- 
tive ceremonials of the Romish church; but not 
scantily in the popular preaching and devotional 
poetry of other communities. Let me not be sup- 
posed to entertain an opinion that the exercise of 
imagination in religion is censurable or not bene- 
ficial: on the contrary, when fitly regulated, the 
Christian graces are all exceedingly enlivened 
by its aid. Although, in the supposed instance 
of Ardentio, a lively and warm imagination has 
been represented as not accompanied by steadfast 
and practical belief, (a case, it is feared, not uncom- 
mon,) it does not at all follow that these qualities 
cannot be or are not frequently conjoined. , So far 
from it, their happy combination, as the peculiar 
" gift of God,” has been the great means to endow 
and to uphold the most zealous, eminent, successful 
labourers in " the work of Christ.” But I appre- 
hend that in those of whatever communion, who 
strangely combine with zeal for gospel-doctrine3, and 
fervour of attachment to them, an evil temper and 
an irregular or unprofitable conduct, imagination is 
not auxiliary to faith, but is placed in the stead of 

E 2 
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it ; that their creed, if they will have it so called, is 
rather, therefore, that dreaming theory , that spectacle 
or reverie of the gospel which we have supposed, 
than belief of the gospel as a substantial system of 
truths and facts. Imagination may be employed 
either with an aim to render the truth or reality 
more near and vivid, and practically applicable 
as such, — or to obtain near and vivid pictures, 
without caring much about the realities and theiy 
pses. The same reflecting telescope may b^ em^ 
ployed by different observers with dissimilar pur- 
poses. One class may look eagerly at the imagj^of 
our moon, with her supposed oceans and volcanoes, 
or of the planets and their moons, as an exciting jen- 
tertainjnent ; — the other class may be earnestly obh 
serving a lunar eclipse, or the immersion of a satej!- 
lite, as objects of serious and practical science. ^ 
Neither class is looking at those celestial bodies 

f & ^ , : r; -ur. 

themselves , but at their small and imperfect im^gm 
thrown upon the speculum; the forme**, however, 
contemplate them rather as pictures than as actual 
orbs ;* the latter apply their view of these orbs to 
the most important uses : to regulate, for example^ 

s ' *Thh writer once knew a person of some educationist strong 
sense in worldly affairs, and of a generous temper, who, withufl*^ 
lief in religion, professed his incredulity as to the magnitude. and 
distance of the heavenly bodies; persisting to consider than as 
qnly lamps of fire, placed for oar benefit and for ornament in (the 
nearer sky^ ■ - 

‘ J M.t ' ‘ H 1 & It 
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Jons navigation of untraversed seas. Now, un- 
less the mental telescope,— whether with or without a 
bright imagination for its speculum — be thus em- 
ployed when contemplating “ things revealed,” in 
seeJkin^ actual aid and guidance and government 
great voyage, so as to secure a heaven-ward 
course ^ and heaven the haven,” it can with no 



more propriety be said that real faith is exercised, 
tfean that real science is prosecuted by the fruitless 
though possibly rapturous admirer of shadows and 
splendours on the moon’s disk. *■ 1 

, 1^ these distinctions, so far as very inadequate 
in explain them, be found intelligible 
should obviate that suspicion concern- 
( o and truth of Christianity, which may 

arise from witnessing the inconsistencies and falls of 
some zealous professors ; and while they warn us 
against the snare which it has been thus attempted 
to disclose, they should arm us also against discour- 
agement, although our own view of the gospel may 
rarely or never glow with those brilliant hues which 
a warm imagination enkindles. Let us he consoled, 
for their absence or their fading, by the strong con- 
viction — that a ray of faith is worth a rainbow of 
fancy. 

The rainbow, however brilliant and complete, 
vanishes as the tempest thickens. Thevivid theory 
or spectacle of the gospel, may vanish like if in the 



comparisons c 
and just, they 
iner tne powei 
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gloom of a sick chamber, or of a troubled and debi- 
litated mind : but the ray pierces through the densest 
storms ; though darkened and obstructed to the ut- 
termost, it is still the visible consequence and pledge 
of direct or reflected sunlight : and thus a “ little 
faith,” obscured and trembling, yet earnest and real, 
in the great facts and doctrines of salvation, may 
actuate and sustain the soul to endure and to obey, 
even while its powers are prostrate ; while " the whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart is faint.” He 
that, in doing or in suffering, walketh by this light, 
“ he is in the light and although it be but a feeble 
glimmering " in a dark place,” how far more safe 
and happy is his lot than that of those who u walk 
in the light of their own fire,” and, if God’s mercy 
prevent not, will " lie down in sorrow.” 

It has been already intimated that in characters 
which we trust vitally differ, by the possession of 
principles really heaven-taught, from such unhappy 
self-deceivers, (and very probably in your own,) fancy 
may yet in too predominant a measure uncon- 
sciously coalesce and mingle with belief ; for the ten- 
dencies of nature are not extinct in minds where 
grace is infused. Some, concerning whom we may 
justly hope, that they are indeed believers, but 
whose warm attachment to gospel truth is not 
accompanied by so “ much fruit,” or so destructive 
of faults and infirmities, as one might reasonably 
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expect, betray by these marks the undue ascendency 
of imagination and the torpor or scantiness of faith. 
The eye of fancy is awake, but that of the believing 
heart is too often closed or dim. The great con- 
straining facts are not, as facts, brought much and 
impressively into contact with the spirit, and the 
visionary view of them which is most frequent, has 
little influence on its practical resolves. 

Thus also, I conceive, we may somewhat eluci- 
date the sources of that spiritual distress and weak- 
ness which attend the fluctuations of feeling incident 
to many imaginative minds. We shall suppose 
such a mind endued with principles, more or less 
feeble, of divine and vital faith. Now, while ima- 
gination is vigorous and elated, it actively concurs 
with these; so actively and powerfully, that its host 
of splendid and swift auxiliaries may be too often 
trusted and gloried in, as if they were the best and 
tried forces of the soul. Those few plain and 
steadfast principles, given and strengthened from 
above, which must form the reserve and real force 
in conflict, seem lost in that “ aery crowd/’ “ by 
thousands trooping,” or submit to be led by the 
glittering advances of those whom they ought to 
govern. But at length, and perhaps suddenly, 
there ensues a dark reverse* Some disease within, 
or some perplexities without, have “troubled the 
host.” The array and chivalry of imagination are 
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j)ut to light by the gloom, arid from: heih^ vdiff- 1 
glorious auxiliaries, they turn 1 at oncetO do f Hb 
Work of foes. For they now inspire confusion arid' 
dismay, proclaiming that all is lost ; persuading 
the mind that its firmest principles afe wholly’ 
sunt, or were hut ideal like themselves. True- the 1 
little band from heaven seCretly standfast &nd sbi^ 
vive^— like cbampions of whom We have re&jd, that 
maintained in darkness 1 the bridge dr the defile, ^ ' 
but' now in sad desertion, struggling hafd atl<9 
often foiled; smarting for the holldWnesS of ihos^ 1 
unsteady succours on which they had J too f much 1 
relied and calculated. » r 

- tl is ihiis, I apprehend, that you may* in, >& great 
measure account for those changes and dedeUsionW 
which discourage and afflict yoh. Not that I would^ 
seem io forget' or limit the sovereignty or? impOrt^ 
ance of direct spiritual influence both in Its giftsandi 
its withdrawments ; but we are not authorised U 
overlook instrumental causes Where they iSxist ; ahd 
it is doubtless, often if hotr always, the 5 method’ Of 
divine discipline to make our idiosyncrasy instru- 
mental to our spiritual vicissitudes; Ifthen We 5 
are b by temperament peculiarly liable to stfCfr 
reverses, we must learn to be especially prepared 
for them. In seasons when imagination 1 ptumpffy 
and perhaps ardently lends herself to hope, Wb 
must seek “wisdom from above,” to use and esti-*. 
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ti^e her aids with caution ; as ifl th^eir very nature 
temporary and variable, never therefore to be leant 
«Uid rested on : — at periods, on the contrary, when 
she surrenders herself most to fear, we must sup- 
plicate and employ a heavenly strength to stem the 
mischiefs and alarms of her confused discomfiture, 
and “ stand in the evil day,” 

. On the whole view of this subject, it is not to be 
inferred from the presence or the absence, the vari- 
ation or great instability, of some emotions and 
mental excitements, that there dwells in the heai;t 
no real or abiding principle of faith. We ought in- 
deed to call to mind, with humility and self-diffi- 
dence in the brightest hours, as \ye shall with sad- 
ness in the darkest, that very much of what scintih 
lates and glitters is not solid and enduring. ( Ity 
such experience we are to be “ humbled and 
proved,” warned and disciplined, but we are not 
warranted to conclude from it, the non-existence of 
that which though less superficially bright and 
abundant, has a sterling worth and an imperish- 
able quality. There may, it is true, be fragments 
raised from a mine which are of quite delusive pro- 
mise ; which abound in shining spar or metallic 
spangles, yet are found to yield not a granule of the 
precious metals : but does therefore the presence 
of those several substances disprove that of precious 

e 5 
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metal, or is it even a presumption against this? 
Far otherwise. On the contrary, those sub- 
stances usually accompany, and, therefore, in some 
sort indicate, that which is sought. 

So the presence of some romantic aspiring for 
what is perfect and Unearthly, and a cast of mind 
in religion too imaginative and poetic, may variously 
alloy the Christian character, causing it deceptively 
to promise or display far more than the amount of 
its practical and real worth ; yet may it noway dis- 
prove the existence of true piety, but rather afibrd 
some hopeful indication that tins genuine principle 
is not altogether wanting. 

We have seen, in the rich mines of Cornwall, 
masses of ore first roughly broken, then pulverized 
by hammers, then washed repeatedly, in order to 
detach the metal from the. earths, then heated to 
remove the glittering mundic combined with it, 
which becomes the most deadly of mineral poisons ; 
and lastly, we have watched the pure residue, 
small in comparative amount, but sterling in qua- 
lity, smelted and “ delivered into the mould.” 

In their proportions of foreign matter, those first 
crude fragments greatly differed. Sometimes but 
a few grains of pure metal can be severed* And 
this may hitherto be but too just and humbling an 
emblem of your Christianity and mine. Much 
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more literally may we have to say, than devout 
Herbert wrote — 

— — — ■ “ The good extract of my heart 
Comes to about the many hundredth part.’* 

Yet let us not despond ; rather, in the phrase 
of miners, let us “ adventure.” We adventure 
on no earthly promise, but on His word who 
hath said, “ Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, — for the merchandise of it is better than the 
merchandise of silver.— She is more precious than 
rabies.”* — Blessed are they which hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.”— 
By a deeper solicitude and diligence in prayer 
and scriptural meditation, let us labour fervently 
for a purer, richer vein (so to speak) of Chris- 
tian attainment ; trusting in Him, who “ sitteth 
as a Refiner and Purifier” still ; — assured, that as 
“ the fining-pot is for silver and the furnace for 
gold,” so, “ the Lord trieth the hearts;” trieth 
them by various agents and expedients, " as gold 
is tried;” <( refineth them as silver is refined ;”+ 
that He will but “ purge in the furnace the dross 
and remove all the alloy,”J so that we shall come 
forth “ as silver seven times purified.” His “ Word,” 
his Providence, his Spirit, are “ as a fire,” “ as a 
hammer that breaketh the rock,” and as the clean" 

* Prov. iii. 13, 15. f Zech. xiii. 9. 

$ Isai i. 25. Lowth’s translation. 
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sing stream-' • Much that (is sparkling wM’be 9W*pt 
awiay and’ vanish, much that is banefahwilV'be dif*- 1 
sipated in the smoke of the furnace; bht some 
pure and solid particles will, I trust, remain : in 
his hand they cannot be lost ; — and thus “ the trial 
of your faith, (far more precious than of gold that 
perisheth,) though it be tried with fire,” shall be 
to his “ praise, and honour, and glory,” in the final 
day. 

We should beware of something like pre- 
sumption under the garb of humility: taking 
heed lest suspicion and caution do the work 
of rashness, when we hesitate or scruple to 
ascribe to special grace, any “ good thing” which 
is found in us towards the “ Lord God of 
Israel,” — any measures of spiritual discernment, 
sincere attention, and awakened feeling. At 
the same time, let us honestly pray, and humbly 
watch, against our own spirit and “ the spirit of 
the world,” and for an accession of “ the Spirit which 
is of God »who gives neither that “ of fear,” nor 
of illusion, nor of presumption, but tc of love, and of 
power, and of a sound mind.” 

He can effectually teach and animate us to for- 
get " the things which are behind,” in such a 
sense and manner as they ought to be forgotten, 



* 1 Cor. ii. 12. 



Digitized by 



Google 




HAT NOT'BE^GEIUJIWE. 



89 



and to press “ along the mark for the pruee of Mb’ 
high calling in Christ Jesus rejoicing in Him who 
is the “ Purifier” as well as Redeemer of his people, 
and needing in earth or heaven n6 other confi- 
dence. 
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IV. 



ON FEARS THAT FAITH OR CONVERSION IS NOT 
GENUINE, ARISING FROM A NICE ANALYSIS OR 
SCRUTINY OF MOTIVES. 

There is implied, in the apprehensions which dis- 
quiet you, what should in itself be matter of preli- 
minary thankfulness and hope ; — namely, that you 
do not reject revealed truth, but in some sense 
revere and receive it; that you deeply feel at 
times its value and importance ; that you can trace 
many desires and purposes, some acts and habits, 
to its impulse as their motive ; or at least, as one 
motive which has assuredly combined with others to 
make the impulse adequate ; so that had it been 
Wanting, the purposes and acts would not have* 
been produced. Such degrees of regard to Chris- 
tianity, and such consequences arising from them, 
you will not disclaim. I advert to them not as in 
themselves at all sufficient to preclude your present 
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fear, but as admissions on which some thoughts 
may be founded, tending both to evince to you 
that this fear is not necessarily just, and to correct 
those errors of the heart by the perception of which 
it is excited. When you trace and investigate, ot 
discover unawares, the secret springs of conduct, 
you are frequently distressed by the suspicion that 
your kind of faith may prove at last to have been 
not saving faith ; your sort of conversion not the 
real. I suppose the sources of this fear to be in 
your case chiefly the following. First, your distinct 
knowledge of the character or import of Christ's 
gospel, as a free and complete salvation for the lost, 
has clearly and perfectly informed you, that the 
truly religious or Christian kind of well-doing/ is 
that which is prompted by the principle of love to 
God; either under the modification of grateful 
filial love to Him as our infinite Benefactor, or that 
of reverent and imitative filial love to Him as the 
infinite Author and Exemplar of perfection. You 
are well aware that the Divine Founder of our faith, 
and the apostles whom he inspired, touch the true 
springs of devout and heavenly obedience, when 
they say, “ Be ye perfect, even as your Father 
Which is in heaven is perfect “ As He which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy ;* and also, u Ye 
are bought with a price, therefore, glorify God ; st 

I beseech you by the mercies of God, that 
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ye»^sent 'your i bodies a living! j sacrifice, >huly*jfiqn | 
cep table;” "Jie ybfolkmersMof Qod ua (tear qbihji 
dren and that this strong /declaration, *? Though : i 
I bestow all my goods in alms y and though . I g£ve 
my body to be burned, and havei not love,it ;f pro-v 
fiteth me nothing, ’V-rousb apply to want of lpye^tp, , 
God and a desire to please Him, as well, as <pf ; Jpvq> 
tovjRtan; Vou distinctly know , that loye to God. 
th^ firfet and great command* bindingf even wig^j. 
ndlly on aeoount of our, creation and preservation* t 
arid all the benefits of this life, but unspeaka^y, 
thefttore on account of ,th)e inestimable find cpp^ r 
staining mtercy of redemption. But you urqpain^ 
fully i 'apprized by self-inspection, how Qftqu » tjju$ 
ptfre motive of devout and grateful loye, prTje^r,, 
refltwd' imitative love, as immediately prqmpU^g, 
your obedience, is unapparent. Do not, howeyej fl 
overlook what appears to be a just and imppTr 
tant distinction. We are not to infer that t]^/ 
motive is non-eadstent whenever it is wmppqrent pr 
vtofdt: that there is no principle acting, becaq^p 
tb&remay beno emotion or sentiment awakq, , Jt, 
were indeed most happy to have this love always, 
consciously actuating and impelling the mind a$ 
aft Emotion ; but it would be quite wnong t 0,09^7 
elude that such is not the governing and priip^yy / 
impulse to a course of conduct, because it mpyupt 
be sensibly so in very many details of thatqpurse* 
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Let j us su{ip(^ethatfri>mgfratk«d©aride*t0erat^fa, , 
distant Or disabled friend, yon undertook to manage 
his 1 4 hrm* or superintend his merchandise* s If jin, 
thedaily Variety Ofsuehtransaetions, those feelings { 
or even immediate motives were often absent from p 
yodr mind,— ^wtbat ^roe times no direct -impulse r t 
shotdd remain except ‘thite general impression, , (ra-u > 
suiting from the judgment and feeling of times paster, f 
that what you wbre tioW doing was» right* and must u 
bedone, — could it thenCe be argued that esteem and n 
gratitude had ceased to be the actual principle i and? * 
mdtive of your conduct ? Is it not rather certain > &a*t 1 
these thoughts ahd sentiments might be frequently t 
excluded or blunted for the time, only by f those f 
very exertions and fatigues which their - own strength < ? 
in^your mind originally prompted ? The great ques- , 
tidn is — Are you doing those things by which yew / 
wQI serve your friend, and doing them diligently, & 
Would this be the case if you had no lovottohim? , i; t 
1 grant that wheneother motives may concur* , 
such as the hope either of some tangible; or kie^h 
reward, the prOspeCt of gain or commendation*] there*, • 
is 'great reason to " examine and prove our ownr, 
selves;"’ and the apprehension that such ptepmdtr 
rctt# is probably the chief origin of your fear- Foj? ; 
you, pefhaps, hardly question the existence /of some 
occasional love, both in the form of veneration a^d 
gratitude to God, as a motive of your obedience 
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but you feel more sensibly the strength of others, 
and are consciously certain that this one never 
subsists and acts with unmixed purity, rarely if ever 
with a clear undisputed predominance. 

• You own not that happy, unquestionable cha- 
racter — “ singleness of heart as unto Christ but 
perpetually detect the movement of those proud 
and pharisaic, or those self-seeking and mercenary 
tempers, which the light and spirit of the gospel so 
powerfully reprove and explode. For these we 
ought doubtless to be ever humbled, and to exert 
against them a far more strenuous vigilance; but, 
while unallowed and combated, while prayed and 
watched against, with a true desire for the culti- 
vation and prevalence of those motives which are 
highest and most pure, their existence can afford 
no reason for despondency. And as to the anxious 
question of their present or occasional predomi- 
nance, it ought not to be forgotten, that these un^ 
Christian and inferior motives, which you are con- 
cerned to eradicate, are not foreign and infused 
principles, but innate and worldly feelings, in their 
very nature sensitive and obtrusive : whereas, the 
deep and heaven-bom sentiment which you would 
have to reign in your heart and actuate your life, 
is of a spiritual, retired, and tranquil kind, 
and were its gentle though constraining power 
greater than you can feel or believe it actually to 



Digitized by Google 




SCRUTINY OF MOTIVES. 



91 



be, its force might still remain frequently less ap- 
parent, its actings less perceptible, than those of 
other impulses which might combine with it. — A 
vessel heavily and richly freighted is ascending 
a navigable river. Each passenger remarks 
the variable gusts that swell her sails, the light 
breezes which flutter in her pennons, the towing- 
ropes which are attached and acting from the 
shore ; yet without the tide, that unperceived and 
quiet, yet powerful and equable motive , which 
silently uplifts and as silently bears her on, — not 
all these other forces would either carry her keel 
over the shallows, or bring her weight steadily and 
effectively up the stream.* 

* This comparison, like many others, is applicable only in the 
single point for which it is adduced. It is an analogical instance 
in physics of what we think is true in morals, — that the steadiest, 
strongest, and most elevating impulse is not always the most dis- 
cernible and obvious. To press the comparison at other points were 
to misapply and to pervert it. It may be a matter of no moment at 
all by what impulses the ship is moved ; though the pilot, it is 
probable, would prefer a tide which of itself were strong enough, 
even to the fairest breeze that might shift or die away during her 
progress ; and much more to any artificial force. Still the mere 
progress, and not the kind of impulse, is his great concern. 

But if, either by tbe misuse of a figure, or of the statements with 
which it is connected, we should be at all the less solicitous that 
motives purely evangelical may dominantly and more consciously 
impel and govern our course of Christian conduct, this would be 
abusing considerations which have been suggested with a view to 
abate discouraging anxiety, for the purpose of fostering an unhappy 
indifference. Reference has been made in the preface to the possi- 
bility of such perversions. May both writer and readers be pre-, 
terved from them. 
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' 1 But besides' those movements of selfishness and 
pride; those hidden coverings of praise or estima- 
tion, those wishes of personal ' distinction and in- 
fluence, or that secret sentiment of vain seZ/ 1 com- 
placence,* which you are justly anxious to subdue, 
tlifere is a disposition, more equivocal arid obscure^ 
yet not undiscetnible from within , to perform duties 
chiefly with a desire to strengthen the ^ evidences'* 
Of ' bur conversion ; to confirm or revive, by multi- 
plying’ the fruits of ’faith/ the hope that feiitti^ is 
geriuirie and such as Will “ accompany salvation^ 
NOW this, if really adopted as a, primary motive 
(although hklf-latent to the anxious mind which 
instinctively acts on it), is not scripturab or J com- 
riiendable. ' ‘ ° ^ 

We ought to be primarily and supremely in- 
fluenced by a grateful adoring desire, to please 
Him who hath “ first loved us,” and who so 
“ abundantly pafdoneth,” as to acquire each 1 day 
and hour new titles to our love not by a purpose 
or solicitude to prove to ourselves the fact that we 

* Fenelon depicts this “ modest pride,” in phrases which would 
strffer by transition. u II se mire avec complaisant dahs iton des- 
intiressemedtj comme upe belle femme daps soft* mifoir.:, ils’attei** 
drit sur soi-mdme, en se voyant plus sincere et plus desint6ress6 que le 
feste‘d£s honimeS : illusion qu^l r6pand sur It aUtreS rfej aillit stir 
luirj ,ib p® 36/donue du»autr£s. ique popr ce qu’il croit Hap, WeMs 
dire pour desintlresse ; et voila ce qui le flatte le plus**V— (Euyr. 
Spirit.! 1391 1 : . 
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do thus desire to please r Him. Besides , which, 
such a motive, when detected or recognised by us 
as the governing impulse, at once frustrates its 
aim. . 

■li'i 11 '■■■*■* 

Aqdyet, not the less, is it fit end requisite to 
examine, retrospectively, what have been the ; fruita 
of faith and love* as the proper and indispensable 
marks of the genuineness of those graces lyhi^b* 
let it be observed, is quite a different, , thing., 
making it our direct aim. prospective^ tp t perform 
good works in order to acquire such marh,s, ^d 
because they will be needful, to our coipfort. j ypp 
vyoujd not therefore be warranted in imaging* 
that while| you feel it. a duty, and sometimes a epu- 
solation, to examine past obedience as an evidenq^ 
of^aith^ this at, all implies that such obediqpce 
was designed and fulfilled far the sake of, or with, ft 
view to its constructing, such evidence. , . u , iV j 
f jTh^ "prodigal son,” welcomed with, an 
pected and oyerpowering effusion of paternal J^nd^ 
ness* was bound unreservedly to trust in that cpr,- 
dial reconcilement and that free forgiveness : and 
then, on account of such exceeding kindness^ as 
wll as. of his parent’s general worth, ,to love ,hi*m 
mefre 'abundantly, and in all things obey him from 
tjhe dictate of love, with a heartfelt apd .disinte- 
rested^ promptitude: it would also be vepy-import^ 
ant U) Ips real comfort to be satisfied of t^, by a, 
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frequent review both of his habitual conduct and the 
spirit of that conduct ; — to ascertain or find proof 
that he was no longer in his heart an alien or an 
ingrate. But it would be wrong that he should 
entertain in his purposes or acts of filial duty, any 
direct or primary view to this proof; that he 
should be aiming to obey with promptitude or 
exactness, just for the sake of obtaining such an 
argument and such a satisfaction. 

Indeed, it is obvious, as was before remarked, 
that if such were the governing and conscious mo- 
tive, it must necessarily defeat itself; it would 
preclude the very evidence which it laboured to 
create: showing that the obedience was not pro- 
perly filial, not, in so far, the result of love, but of 
an anxiety to construct proofs of love, which, if they 
were all, would at last be counterfeit intimations 
of a love that was really wanting. 

Yet, not the less, would it behove this repenting 
and accepted son to review his tempers, words, 
and acts, and inquire if they had been prevail- 
ingly such as filial love should prompt, in order to 
be assured that he has truly loved his generous 
and indulgent father, and to enjoy, as far as it ex- 
tends, the legitimate comfort of that persuasion. 
It would not be safe that he should omit this self- 
review, except at seasons when the practical im- 
pulses and recent results of his affection and gra*- 
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titude have been so strong and indubitable as to 
evince themselves at once, and thus to supersede 
it. When they have been recently otherwise, when 
the marks of filial attachment have been feeble and 
dubious, when there have been wanderings of un- 
duteous disaffection, then is the humbling retro- 
spect painfully needed. Then must it awaken him 
to muse intently on all the motives of devoted love, 
to recall his previous demerits, his father's sacrifices 
and gifts and relentings, his own subsequent un- 
thankfulness : to move, therefore, the distressing 
question, whether, while met by all the tenderness 
of that reconciled parent, he has yet been truly, on 
his own part, a reconciled child; to admire the 
long-enduring kindness which has not cast him off 
for his coldness and ingratitude, but still waits to 
take him to its warm embrace : — till, while thus 
musing, the mingled sparks of shame and love, 
astonishment and contrition, be struck within his 
alienated heart, and his spirit be quite melted into 
the flow and channel of loving dutifulness anew. 

Meanwhile, I am not aware that he would then 
be censurable, or that the filial genuineness of his 
affection and obedience, in these best and happiest 
moments, would be vitiated or alloyed, if he were 
gratified and animated by the secondary and con- 
curring thought that his present temper and acts, 
might be afterwards reviewed with comfort, as a 
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/ r tes ( tiinony of conscience,” a# indications of grate- 
»&l and unfeigned attachment,— wbeiieas a difl^r- 
course would assuredly bring upon him, unf it 
< had already often brought, painful self-reproafb, 
,and just self-suspicion. ■ . flh 

U; You will see bow this representation ,upp% s, 
ain a* fair higher an0 more affecting sense, .to the.fe- 
ihUion of a repenting offender towards his Father 
iwho is iin heaveaa.” In such a mind, not' only 
, will the spirit of pride aud legality, the delusions 
of selftsufficieney, and the least indulgence.* of 
hopes built on merit, be resisted and condemned, 
hut moreover that deeper subtlety which; ha3 last 
been noticed, of performing duties for the jof 
earning or purchasing supplies of evidence, pud 
comfert, will, whenever it really betrays itself, be 
repressed and disallowed. Yet not the less, will 
there be cherished a habit of self-scrutiny; a re- 
trospect which at times will yield some measure, of 
blameless comfort and encouragement, but can never 
be allowed to foster pride : which also must ever 
give cause for new and often deep contrition, but 
certainly never should induce despair, Jutj this 
examination, also, whether of past or present na- 
tives, be faithful and impartial, but nqt scru- 
pulous and adverse. , Aim at the strict yet candid 
.fidelity of a judge, not the jealous ingenuity, and 
harsh, unfair constructions of a hostile advocate. 
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f&ianot,! apprehend* possibteinfact, nor feqtifeiie 
ae duty, that with aH oat past experience of > thefee 
fi diver§e and just effects which conduct has pro- 
duced bn feeling, We should entirely exclude hr 
suppress an indirect and secondary regard, Otto 
protectively, to tjie accession of evidences * and 
bbihforts, which obedience will procure, and to - that 
7 Want of these which must ensue from transgression 
br rerttissness ; but it would be an unj ustifiablc sclf- 
tormeifting refinement hesncC to conclude, that evi- 
dences and comforts are our primary and merce- 
nnry aim. - ? ! 

Let us ptay more and watch more for the fcith- 
pheity and energy of filial love, that it may attain 
a more decisive and conscious mastery in the heart ; 
but not be dejected meanwhile by the existence mid 
concurrence of other motives. Some of these are 
legitimate, in their due place and order. Others 
are to be checked and extirpated by diligence, but 
hot by despair. The husbandman will never de- 
stroy the weeds by hopelessly imagining that there 
is no wheat in the blade. ? --*i 

Perhaps, also, to one possessing your metltal 
Mbits, this advice of Fenelon may be not always in- 
appropriate:* — ^ Hewho” (in common life) “ would 
ht every instant convince himself that he was aOtipg 
from the dictate Of reason, and not of passion of in- 
clination, would lose the time ofuction, would* pass 

F 
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his life in anatomizing his heart, and yet never as- 
certain that which he sought : for he could never fully 
assure himself that inclination, disguised under some 
specious pretext, did not cause him to do that which 
might seem to be dictated by pure reason. In this 
obscurity God places us, even as to the motives of 
ordinary life. How much more inevitable is it to 
fall short of clearness and certainty, when we in- 
quire into the most hidden operations of grace, in 
the darkness of faith, and in reference to what is 
spiritual ? This restless and determined research 
after an impossible certainty, is a movement of 
nature, not of grace. It is strengthened by the 
plausible plea of ‘ holy fear,’ of f watching,’ of 
guarding against illusion. But evangelical vigi- 
lance ought not to be carried to such a point as to 
destroy the peace of the heart, or to demand a 
clear view of those obscure operations which it has 
pleased God to veil.”* 



* (Euv. Spir., iii. 425, abridged. 
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ON THE PAINFUL DOUBTS EXCITED BY THE PRE- 
VALENCE OF EVIL AND SUFFERING IN THE 
WORLD. 

You encounter, in the daily walks of life, unnum- 
bered moral mysteries; and can subscribe, per- 
haps, to the pointed remark of Mr. Cecil , — “ A re- 
flecting Christian sees more to excite his astonish- 
ment, and to exercise his faith, in the state of 
things between Temple Bar and St. Paul’s, than 
in what he reads from Genesis to Revelation;” — a 
fact, which, while it strikingly exposes the folly of 
rejecting, on account of difficulties, the light of 
scripture, shows also how much we need that light 
amidst the painful phenomena of our earthly con- 
dition. You are so constituted as to have a quick 
perception and susceptibility of these : and while 
minds not discursive, not prompt in associations, 
engrossed by one object, or observing few, see and 

f 2 
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hpar and read of the same occurrences without 
inference or questioning, you find this, at many 
periods, quite impossible. You are tempted at 
once to envy and contemn that apathy or dulness 
which travels on between the hedgerows of habit, 
and sees a^i insect long struggling in the fangs of 
its enemy,/ as, it sees a blossom fall, or a chrysalis 
disengage itself; while to your own mind the 
>vide-spread influence and reign of evil are suggested 
n(re$h ,at the minutest point of its display. Each 
fraction, and each aspect of it is a new proposal oV 
the one distressing mystery; and, as that' which is 
qp ( ar . an,4 ; visible strikes us with peculiar force, it 
iqny be, , that to look on a toiling animal starved 
and. lacerated by its barbarous master,, ot an uh- 
ponspipus infant cradled in the horrors of vice and 
destitution, has affected you more than the earth- 
quake at Aleppo, or the cells and scretvs of inqiii- 
sitprs, or the persecutions in Japan, ' * 

/ You/vyant a general antidote for the sceptical and 
perturbing thoughts, which you know to be widely at 
Variance / with revealed truths but which observation 
and books , and converse too strongly re -awaken ; 
tempting , the i dark suspicion that creation is, at 
certain pointy, neglected by its Author, or con- 
signed to the operation of laws in which evil must 
profusely and interminably mingle. It is true, as 
will be afterwards shown, that nothing short of re- 
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velation, in its last and full completeness, is our 
4€ rock” and citadel, our “ strong tower” of de- 
fence, against such invading suggestions : but there 
are fundamental truths, which even natural reason 
cannot discard, and which revelation amply dis- 
closes, that must form the very basis of our stand- 
ing-place for resistance and repose. First, in a 
universe which is immense, having an Author and 
Preserver who is infinite , what can we, his work- 
manship, rationally expect to know, except what 
He teaches or permits ? Secondly, by an omnipo- 
tent agent, with a boundless extent and duration 
in his works, what may we not expect to see vin- 
dicated, rectified, or compensated? These are 
commonplaces of theology ; but they are habitually 
uttered and received, I suspect, with a very slight 
and contracted amount of meaning. A part of 
their very purport, indeed, if I may hazard the 
paradox, is to state how imperfectly they can be 
themselves understood, while they would express 
the inability of all creatures, even the most ex- 
alted, to comprehend the divine greatness. 

One might imagine, on the first view of this 
subject, that the lowest order of rational beings 
would be most sensible of that inability. But 
analogy and experience correct such an opinion, 
and lead us to conclude that higher beings have a 
far more extended and satisfying apprehension of 
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the infinitude and omnipotence of Deity, and 
a proportionate sense of their own limitation and 
weakness, which are correlative to these. The 
marmot of the Alps, or the lizard basking in the 
crevice of a rock, must have much narrower views 
of extension and altitude than the chamois, giraffe, 
or ostrich. A traveller in the defiles of the loftiest 
mountains sees nothing but their base, nor can he 
perceive their magnitude and his diminutive power 
to scale them, till he laboriously reach some 
neighbouring elevation. If it be thus in reference 
to objects which, in comparison with the distances of 
the nearest worlds, are but as atoms, then consider 
what a point of view and capacity of vision would 
be needed, in order to gain a like impression of the 
scale of some other works of God. What actual 
impression have we of the vastness of a planet ? 
If we could so approach it, that although still dis- 
tant, it should conceal very many of the heavenly 
bodies, itself half fill the celestial hemisphere, and 
present to us the amazing prospect of a mighty mov- 
ing world, with its bright rivers and blue oceans, its 
sun -crowned mountains and dark forests, — how dif- 
ferent would be our measurement of our own little- 
ness, of the immensity of that universe in which this 
huge globe was seen lately but as a petty star, and 
of the infinitude of Him who governs it ! 

Thus beings of larger capacities have, I doubt 
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not, a much sublimer and stronger impression 
(even apart from any sensible discoveries of his 
personal glory) concerning the natural attributes 
of their Creator. It is probable that they also 
possess the power of immensely diversifying and 
endlessly revivifying this impression, by new and 
widely different aspects of the divine works. With 
unlimited means of locomotion, with a perfect faculty 
and reach of telescopic vision and microscopic in 
spection, how inconceivably may these be varied ! 

We, meantime, in the present state, are so 
far from holding a station of “ vantage,” that 
we occupy the lowest point of developed reason, a 
reason also blunted and enervated by moral de- 
gradation. The wonder is, that man, thus situated, 
should so arduously investigate and should have 
learned so much; not, surely, that perplexing 
doubts and narrow conceptions should still remain 
“ the lot of his inheritance.” When it shall please 
God to emancipate him into intellectual eminence 
and moral perfection, how much more widely will 
he expatiate; how much more experimentally con- 
fide; with what new reverence' estimate the divine 
power and grandeur ! But it is a part of duty and 
happiness,— in order to combat doubt and confirm 
adoring reliance, — that we should labour for a 
broader, deeper view of these attributes even here. 

We fancy that we understand the proposition — 
God is infinite ; and that from this truth we infer his 
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u^earcl^^le^^ss, Butdowe potjn reality rather* 
infer it, pnly from the slight apd vagueootion that* 
Qod is very great ;an idea mot fmprejy .bejowthe itvT 
comprehensible fxpth,bpt ^hicb does pot art; all suf- 
fice for impression ? flip ppinipn has been intimated • 
by a distinguished Jiving, ,wjpte*,4b£t t&oge coneeph 
tippa which mopt human worshippers formlof the 
Dpijy, dp not at all equ4, Ce real attributes of some 
cheated natures,*, f I. belfovei that .opinion to be in-r 
dubitably well-grounded, at least in the following 
r" that} if such conceptions as we may reason- 
ably form of an exalted creature he studiously, 
analysed, they wUlthen become much , more im- 
pressive .than is our habitual thought ofXJod, while 
that thought remains undeveloped. * . & 

Complex totals, or comprehensive terms for 
great objects, (at least as far as I am conscious ,to 
the mode of their reception and use,) seem little 
more than substituted names ; mere symbols foj? 
the unknown. As in algebra one letter, may stand/ 
for some vast quantity, sp the syllables of; the word 
infinite, or the ciphers or words which accurately 
state an immense number or measure, are rather a 
sign instead of the idea, than any effective expres- 
sion of it. Thus when the painful statement is made, 
that there are five hundred millions of idolaters 

* In a passage, — not, I think, from his published works, — in- 
serted in a u selection” entitled “ The Rose of Four Seasons.” — 
(Hamilton, 1832.) 
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and Mahometans in the bbhdage df krtori fKi^' 
toted is tod great for our minds at once to ap£rehendt i; 
Till it be some way developed, it conveys nothing } 
ekpahded o^ distiiicti, but rather one vague kppri?- 
hensidn of k vast Whole. It is’ little more than the ! 
algebraic letter which denotes an unknown quanC ' 
tity. It stands for a* multitude, I might rather* 
say a mass, indefinitely and obscurely great. We* 
may be the more sensible of this if we attempt! some 
method for its developement, however imperfect . 1 

Imagine that the “ anger 7 whom John beheld" 
in' vision “flying through mid-heaven/* hkvfng 
“ the everlasting gospel to proclaim,” were charged 
to 1 drmOunde the “ glad tidings” to each indiVi-s 
dual of those contemporary millions personally 
and apart; that he should devote to this office un- 
remittingly the moments of each hour, and should" 
use but a single minute in declaring to each won- 
dering listener, severally, that sacred message.” 
Would the mere thought or utterance of the total ‘ 
(five hundred millions of mankind) suggest any - 1 
thing like this Tact, or at all prepare you for it,— 
that nifiety years would scarcely suffice for fulfilling 
a tenth part of that swift, unwearied task ? — that in 
orders to its completion, the lives of that race must 
be extended as in the world before the flood, and even 
then a period of nine whole centuries be occupied, 

■ r I * 5 
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without an instant’s intermission, in uttering those 
compendious errands of God’s good- will to man?* 

Such totals, therefore, although exceedingly 
limited in comparison with many others, we can- 
not, as totals, so far as I may judge from the in- 
capacity of my own mind, intelligently contem- 
plate. How much more then, when we say or 
hear— the divine Wisdom and Power are infinite , 
— is this idea unexplored, unpursued, even par- 
tially, (for I need not observe that it cannot pos- 
sibly be comprehended ,) unless we attempt some 
developement of a part, — an infinitely small part it 
needs must be, — of that infinitude. That infinitude 
is itself the total , the boundless integral, of which 
all number, distance, power, magnitude, intellect, 
are fractions : nay fractions infinitely small; (such 
must be the mysterious fact ;) although some of 
them relatively to others are so immeasurably 
great. 

Take, then, one of these fractions of intellect ; if 
the term may be allowed. Suppose a created in- 
telligence to preside over one race of creatures in a 
planet of some other system; a region peopled 



* What a. comment on our Saviour’s statement and injunction, 
“ The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. — Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
labourers into his harvest !” 
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with living tribes as various and as numerous as 
those of our own world. We will not imagine him 
endued with any knowledge of the thoughts or in- 
fluence on the actions of its rational inhabitants ; but 
charged only to regulate the instincts and acts of 
its birds or insects. When we think of either class, 
and its wonderful peculiarities, — the architecture 
of both, — the migrations, and refined diversities of 
song, among the former, — or the arts, polities, 
and transformations of the latter, — and the task 
of preserving these undisturbed from age to age in 
each individual of each species, it will be felt that 
a being so qualified and commissioned, would be a 
“ watcher,” or “ ruler over many,” to an extent 
that baffles the human mind. Let it not be 
thought, however, that to imagine the possibility 
of a creature’s competence to this, or some equally 
extensive sphere of knowledge and of vigilance, is 
utterly extravagant. Would a child, or a New- 
Zealander, or even an English peasant, although 
of the astronomers own race, believe, if you could 
intelligibly indicate it to him, the knowledge of 
Herschel ? Why may there not be beings of other 
races, to whom the wide and prompt combinations 
of Napoleon, the recondite calculations of La 
Place, and the prophetic forecasts of Bacon, 
(supposing these to meet in the same mind,) ap- 
pear but elementary efforts, leading to results, 
which, for themselves, would be intuitive ; and who 
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rio irdbre WbndeR &V the incredulity ttf sime gifted 
hibrtals Respecting' thefr higher VaWge Of * intellect, 
than We at thescepticism of a plfeughbfey ©r^HtU- 
tetitot when Wfe tell him otf’dtir mefcisurihg the 
! mbofi, or C&lCul&ting the IbhgittM^ f f It'appeaJbs to 
me hot doubtful, that there are such in(WmparaMiy 
superior i nteffigOnees; When We Consider- that man, 
fri ij hia prfesfeht l Ofote, ! seems to ^cdipy’theTftovrost 
£rWd te f Of rationed existence. * Dr: Barrow observes, 

1 “ beneath omniscience there being innwmerabte 
"fofms of iMelMgetiRe, in the lowest of these we sit, 
Wife remcWe 'from beasts*’" If so, there could be 
Wo extravagance in supposing created minds of the 
hiftifefet order to have capacities and offices ^far more 
* extended than the being whom I have/ ittiaginfed. 
'Vet what conception have we of ^ the pWrniptttude 
'arid WbitpUty even of that ruler of' oneminor' /de- 
partment in one secondary orb? ” And if this born - 
founii us, what do we expect 'to conceive of the 
attributes and reign of Him whose understand - 
f lig 1 is infinite What could the frogs or flies of 
'Ilgypt be supposed to know of the faculties of that 
f prbphet who was made the instrument of their mi- 
RaCulbUs formation ? if they had been produced 'in 
the great desert, what would they have known ) of 
'his legislative code or judicial decisions, his 1 Visions 
' 1 ; in - 1 the solitude * of Horeb, or within the cloud/ ’ of 

t° JX > » i : t ' i in ill ’i ‘ > ' 1 „ ! ■ - 1 • * i*4i* »•> r r 

I . i ' — J - ! J ■ J 0*i W6Mt*i Vttl.l lii. < pi 258*' •* .’>« '»«*>( 
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Sinai ? Yet from the reptile to thje inspired law- 
giver. is but a finite interval, and therefore, in com- 
parison of that between the creature and the infi- 
nite! Creator* incalculably small. This , may 
strike some Christian nfinds as a monstrous and 
/false? analogy, inasmuch as the difference between 
a mean creators which they may suppose to have 
no/immaterial principle, and a human being whp^e 
essence is spiritual and immortal, will appear to 
them a difference not of gradation but of kindi; a 
great chasm of dissimilitude intervening, such as 
thby conceive to be nowhere found within that 
Scale of intelligent and spiritual natures which fcer- 
minates in the Supreme. Without inquiring whe- 
1 ther they do not err in the first supposition, I 
MroukjL observe that the second betrays that very 4i- 
imitation of ideas respecting the Infinite First Cause, 
which we ought to combat ; as if because the wur^s 
rl 4 ? spirit,” “ mind,” " intelligence,” are applied in 
1 common to the created and the Creator, there w^re 
not a more absolute chasm between the Mind that 
creates and the mind which is created, th(an 
between the fabric of the potter and the fabric^of 
hfis day ; the life of the insect and the life of the 
prophet. 

- There may, indeed, be decisive and sum- 
mary thinkers, who ask and gain no help from 
circuitous illustration, but under the pressure of 
doubt will resort to this one thought — He that is 
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unsearchable, whose ways I anxiously ponder, 
alone sustains these powers by which I doubt. It 
is only by his strength that it has become or con- 
tinues possible for me to question that of which 
“ He giveth not account.” How intrinsically ab- 
surd and presumptuous to be in these circum- 
stances captious or distrustful, when, except for 
his own upholding hand, I could not, during ano- 
ther instant, conceive of his existence, much less 
descry or criticise his secret purposes ! 

There may be also those, who rise, at a glance, 
far above that mystic ladder which the patriarch 
saw, and have no need to measure, as we have now 
attempted, some lower steps of ascending and de- 
scending existence, in order better to apprehend 
the inaccessible grandeur of “ the lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity.” I can conceive (and almost 
covet) such a comparatively prompt and powerful 
grasp of the human intellect ; particularly where 
it has been exercised in the very highest sphere 
of astronomic science. Still, for most minds, 
any mode of additional developement for what 
is so inadequately impressed, may, I hope, be 
profitable. It will be so, however, if at all, chiefly 
for the sake of ulterior consequences from these 
views. For there is nothing beneficial or con- 
solatory in merely strengthening the conviction 
how unspeakably little we can expect to know,— 
except it be linked with a proportionate persuasion 
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how unspeakably much we may and must expect 
tjie Cause and Lord of all things both to know and 
do. Scepticism surrounds herself with the dark- 
ness of the former thought, and aims from thence 
her contemptuous assaults on faith; but right 
reason, sustained by revelation, advances to the 
second, and affirms that of Him who is Infinite it 
is impossible for the finite to expect enough ; since 
his means, and purposes, and doings, will, after 
all, be “ most exceedingly or transcendently 
(farzqEXTrspKTGo v) above all that we ask or think”* 
But whatever measure of this expectation we hap- 
pily attain, must obviously be founded on our real 
theism ; it can only be coextensive with our “ faith 
in God;*’ and from the weakness and fluctuation 
of this principle, it is hard for even the Christian 
to keep to the blessed elevation of expecting the 
infinite; of practically holding fast this truth, that 
<f with God all things are possible.” 

This train of thought, like most others, brings 
us more fully to recognise the great value of the 
gospel. It is true that mere theism, acquired or 
aided, perhaps, by traditional revelation, assured 
some heathen sages of God’s infinite knowledge 
and power. The creed of Socrates on these points 
was thus eloquently stated to Aristodemus, — Con- 
sider, my friend, that your own mind regulates at 
• Eph. iii. 20. 
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wiU t^frairie 1ft ♦wfeioh il acts. T We ought toConr 
clud£,*thCfefote, that tHe 1 intelligence Which per^ 
vadefc the dniversC, orcfets ' all thiligs afit6 plea- j( 
suite; and nbt to imagine] tbat while ybuneye ♦ 
capable of reaching distant prospects, the divine < 
e^e is incapable / of hetiolding* all * nat lire at Ctote 
vtew ; ftor that* While jfou i* timid carf m&ditaiteoh 
afSkira 1 and’ r abjectS f here, and ift Egyjpt, ^and f, il^ 
Sicily, the divine intelligence is insufficient to eni L 1 
brace all things within its simultaneous care.”* 

It is true, also, that the moral attributes of Deity 
were, in some measure, ascertained by natural' in- 
dications. Conscience ever reiterated the inward* 
monition, that there is somewhere a supreme tri- 
bunal and Arbiter of right. The revulsion of the 
mind from suffering, the sentiment of pity for ano- 
ther’s sorrow, and indignation at another’s wrong, 
cohcurred with the many marks of benevolent con- 
trivance throughout nature, to intimate that Bene- 
volence presides. Still were ten thousand adverse' 
appearances ever warring on this happy thought. 
It was not even for him of whom Athens “ was “not 
worthy,* to evince conclusively to others or himself, 
amidst all thbse dark anomalies, that the Being of 
infinite knowledge and power, is infinite likewise in 
rectitude and goodness. This was for Him ' only 
to demonstrate, who had already declared to his 
• Xenophi Meibcfrfib; l.i. e. 17 jp. 61. 
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separated (Worshippers, ^ I am Jehovahi who^ etb l 
erois^ kving-kiudneSsy judgment* and righteomfri > 
ness m the earth : \ fori in these things I delight t” 
and who* after Variously proclaiming this in record#. , 
that, hear the . stapps and seals of his own pre- 
science, hath sincef confiitued it ihy the mystery o £ 
f ^lprillg-}dndneiss’’| which those records foretold, , 
certifying the universe by oner “ unspeakable 
gift,” .that ^ ;! ... ; : i , .\ 

“ His lpve.w as l<ir£e M ^ P9W 5 M (l ; 

And neither knows measure nor end.” 

/ - 1 ■■■’ ' « « • • ♦ ' • . V r -I 

Then, as the apostle nobly expresses it, f‘ the 

goodness and philanthropy of our Saviour God j 
shone forth:”* and it has ever since been, to be- 

' 1 '• ' ' • • ■ rit 

lievers, the regent phenomenon of our ,wprld ; by 
whose stupendous yet benignant light they precon- 
ceive and expect that flood of brightness which 
must at length be cast on all the gloom; waiting 
the Wjhile with an assured submissive persua- 
sion that " He, doth all things well.*’ It is 
ver^ observable, p.s an implication which may raise 
our gratitude and hope, that when He who is Oriel 
with the Father, refers (in words already quoted) 
to divine omnipotence, he does so expressly and 
solely under this delightful aspect. It was in 
answer to the query “ who theri can be saved ?” that 
our Saviour spoke those memorable words, “ with 

. • r ft > . ■ ’ I • ... I i T , . , I • 

- t * Tit, iu. 4. 'literal vetoom 
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men it is impossible, but not with God, for with 
God all things are possible : ” * intimating that this 
almightiness, which triumphs gloriously over what 
we deem impossibilities, will be specially exercised 
in subordination to divine love ; power being the 
infinite means, but love the infinite principle, — and 
universal good, as coincident with His own glory, 
the boundless purpose, of the divine adminis- 
tration. 

But further, the character, sufferings, and doom 
of this Saviour himself, if we believe in the details 
and estimate the effects of them, exhibit one of the 
most startling and painful mysteries of Providence 
that can be conceived, issuing in results of good 
which no human mind could have foreseen. We 
may as confidently ask, — who could have feigned 
those details +, as, who could have expected these 
results? We contemplate (as Rousseau confesses 
in the person of his sceptical priest) a far more 
striking and revolting scene than the condemnation 
of that revered philosopher whose words were 
lately cited. We see one, whose virtue was spot- 



* Mark x. 27. Matth. xix. 26. Luke xviii. 27. 

•f* “ One may venture to say, that Christianity will never be over- 
thrown by argument, while such a character as that of our Saviour, 
and so supported, lieth open to the ingenuous and impartial. Hew 
came we to have it here P is a question, to which a person, who 
doth not believe in Christianity, will never be able to give a sub- 
stantial answer.” Duchal, Presumptive Arguments, p. 106. 
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less and transcendent, execrated, scourged, and im- 
paled with the vilest criminals> and all demoniacal 
passions . exulting in his fell; and yet from this 
cruel mystery of injustice we behold suddenly 
springing up, and after the lapse of many centuries 
still spreading through the world, harvests of ci- 
vilization, purity, and hope. The more deeply we 
explore its tendencies and consequences, the more 
is this atrocity of “ wicked hands” found to be 
made “ the power of God unto salvation ; ” but 
to measure the full scope of those consequences, 
we must wait till " principalities and powers in 
heavenly places,” assist us to appreciate that 
" manifold wisdom” which, in their view, it illus- 
trates. 

After thus beholding a display of unparalleled 
evil, producing an unfathomed predominance of 
good, with what relieved and reassured feelings 
ought we not to meet those successive mysteries of 
sin or suffering which still cross our path, or exist 
in the world around us! Are we justified in 
doubting whether that Being can or will educe 
preponderating good out of all these, whom we 
know to have brought incalculable and still pro- 
gressive good out of a scene of iniquity and agony 
more awful than any? Of these, it is true, we 
witness some, and of some we read or hear in all 
their recency, and in all their detailed novelty of 
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horrors, and they may sometimes seem, by their 
extent, or repetition, or multiplicity, pr even mi- 
nuteness, to acquire a more inexplicable character, 
than belonged to the death of Jesus ; — but suppose 
that (instead of reading the gospels as a long fa- 
miliarized narrative), we had been spectators after 
the paschal supper, and ip the prsetorium of Pilate, 
and had stood around the cross, and had then been 
the disconsolate companions of those who walked 
towards Emmaus, whose “ communications'’ were 
so deeply “ sad/’ and whose hopes had well nigh 
perished rWhat might we not have been tempted 
to utter or to feel concerning the divine Providence 
in that dark hour? Yet had we yielded to dis- 
trust, how immensely should we have erred ! Do 
not the life and death of each among unnumbered 
happy Christians, — a life, constrained by the love 
pf him that died, a death, softened and blest by 
confidence in Him who “ ever liveth,” proclaim hpw 
great would have been the illusion of that despair ? 

But if so, then what mystery of evil ought prevail- 
ingly to agitate or dishearten us ? What guilt, wh^t 
endurance, what pangs of the sinless, what delay of 
remedy can we after this contemplate, , and discard 
the cheering hope that a superior good, if not even 
now in secresy attendant, will finally Result ? When 
to prior natural intimations and revealed assprancep 
of jlivine wisdpip and goodness, we add this con- 
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current proof from fact, evincing that the wisdom 
and love of God can transmute the blackest crime 
into a source of blessings, and elicit the most glo- 
noiis'hopes frdm the pro foundest anguish , — what 
contrary appearances" should thenceforth cause us 
io ^ stagger, through unbelief?” We may still have 
frequent reason to feel,— this is, indeed, in my own 
weak and narrow view, a terrible and overwhelm- 
ing mystery ; or that, although of a minute cha- 
racter, — by many undiscerned — and by multitudes 
n€ver thought of in its moral aspect— remairis to me 
a mbst perplexing and insidious fact. But yet, werk 
a J tbousand more such distressing enigmas of evil 
placed under our review, it would behove us to 
conclude with hope as well as submission,— all 
these are within the instant solution and the cura- 
tive or compensating resources of Omnipotent Bene- 
ficence : all shall co-operate for good in his hand 
who wields eternity and immensity to achieve the 
structure of his own glory ; who has revealed also ndt 
tiie mete vastness but the inventiveness, so to speak, 
of 1 his remedial wisdom and love, and from those 
appalling^ agonizing scenes “ accomplished at Je- 
rusalem,’'’ called forth the lustre of innumerable 
graces, and the promise of unfading joys. When 
$e think of what Omnipotence can do, and of what 
toVe has done, shall we not feel bound to sajt — 
“ Is there any thing too hard for Jehovah ? ” We 
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may rise higher and higher towards this devout 
and delightful assurance, but after the most ardu- 
ous effort of reason, and the most solemn aspiration 
of faith, we must be conscious that there are heights 
where it would be incomparably more complete, 
since “ as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are His ways higher than our ways, and his 
thoughts than our thoughts.” 

It is not at all to be doubted, that, even for the 
highest of created minds, there must remain in the 
divine administration mysteries unsolved ; and that 
their successive, though still partial solution, must 
be one of those ever-new satisfactions which the 
recesses of endless futurity reserve. But we can 
well conceive, that, after the first series of such 
solutions, all distrustful and painful doubt concern- 
ing what shall remain or accrue will utterly subside, 
and be converted into a tranquil, and unhesitating, 
though still astonished faith. Thus, in the pre- 
sent life, after having studied some dark predic- 
tions of Daniel or Isaiah, and found them marvel- 
lously and undeniably fulfilled, we are prepared to 
await, with far more confidence, the fulfilment of 
other prophecies which may still remain in unre- 
lieved obscurity. And thus also the experience of 
memorable difficulties and singular extrications, in 
our own personal course, has often a measure of 
like salutary influence. 
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But when we shall pass into a second state of 
being, and shall find many, perhaps all, the mys- 
teries which distressed us here, scattered by the 
first daybreak of another region, then must we, of 
necessity, attain a new and transporting reliance 
on the Infinite Revealer. New " clouds and dark- 
ness,” indeed, awful in their majesty, may still be 
gathering “ round about his throne” ; but it will be 
never possible to forget what doubts and terrors 
and despondencies were turned to praises, in that 
moment when the curtain of mortality was rent; 
and we shall hail those new secrets of heaven 
which cannot be too vast or multiplied, since they 
are all to be prolific, at length, of new adoration 
and delight. 
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ON THE ' DIFF*lfcui,TIES OCCURRING IN REVEALED 
TRUTH, AND IN THE STUDY OF SCRIPTURE 

, . , t , >; ,i* • ' • • ^ ’ 

ar$ often, it *nay he, much disturbed M when 
meditating on repealed truth, and patticular^jyhen 
reading t^e scriptures, by philosophical, cr^ip^ 0T 
moral difficulties, or by miscellaneous ol^potions 
and suspicions, which qur mipds rather insinuate 
in passing than distinctly and formally prq^nt. 
Thus the very ( jexprcipes which have been justly 
commended and enjoined, as especial means, of 
growth in piety apd happiness, are frequently /en- 
derqdto us an opcasionfor conflict and discoui^ge- 
iqent. This is ,a source of grief, , npt only at the 
time, but in the recollection, that speh is our pro- 
pension of mind ^ qnd it is aggravated by oh^ rv ‘ 
iipj, that many excellent Christians dtynqtappear 
to share it. We cquld, indeed, view this, with com- 
placency as the privilege of the poor and un- 
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learned ; — that of having their speculative difficul- 
ties less and fewer, while their other trials may be 
more severe. If we observe their happy simplicity, 
and sometimes sigh to be partakers of it, there is no 
contempt in the perception, and no bitterness in the 
wish. But when persons of finished education, and 
enlightened understanding, appear not only not to 
feel, but scarcely to discover difficulties; when, 
having no such trials to interrupt their comfort in 
religious thought or scriptural study, they hardly 
compirehend or sympathize with those who deplore 
them, — when we even find something of this charac- 
teristic in certain expository writers respectable for 
'fe&rmng and honoured for devotion, — we are apt to 
-rapine, and sometimes to despond. We ask our- 
1 selves, how is it that these Christians of our own 
7 datts enjoy while we suffer; that they are edified and 
animated while we are “ shaken in mind and trou- 
/ bled;” that they can say cordially, " Thy testimo- 
nies are my delight,” while we have much more 
caude to say, “ Open Thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law " let the 
crooked be made straight, and the rough places 
plain.” We regard the dissimilar experience of 
such persons, sometimes with discouragement and 
envy at their “ unmoveable” and triumphant faith, 
sometimes with a half-grieved, half-proud (perhaps 
half complacent) suspicion of their want of intellec- 

G 
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tual sharp-sightedness orstrength; atid thus We 
vibrate botweeii the feafthkt the absence of a realty 
heaven-taught spirit hiay cause bur own cavils &h3 
disquiets,' arid the other fear/by its ' implications y£t 
more painful,' that the absence^ of a dfearly discerh- 
ihg and keetily investigating spirit causes theirac- 
qtiiescent tranquillity: Now thefe niay be somethiri^ 
of'truth in each &ide dfthiS alternative ; atid yet not sd 
much as should gteatly disturb or distress us. Ther& 
ate 1 certainly two kinds of differences Which may 
give rise to such a contrast. The one is in the in- 
tellectual constitution ; the other in the moral tend- 
per and emotions. The former we cantiot radically 
change; not, perhaps, though the change mi^ht 
exempt us from many trials, would we, if we could. 
The latter, by divine help, we may acqhire ; atid in 
so doing We should acquire that; Which being a 
source of strength and enjoyment in itself,' destroys 
some of the anxieties referred to, and lightens all tile 
rest. " ■ ' ,T • 

In the intellectual constitution* of some Christians) 
arid those ehdowed with highly useful kinds Ofledfm 
irig and ability, we observe what I must call, 1 riotfirt-* 
vidiously, but for want of better terms, / a certfciti 
hebetude or insensitiveness with regardtOobjefcM 
tions. Embracing warmly and holding firmly the 
most! momentous truths; they are no Way jimmpiltb 
discover, and still less to feel, the* dfflOtdtieS' 
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tained in the record which presents them, or which 
the truths themselves involve. Such minds, when 
truly “ taught of God,” may occupy most impor- 
tant and successful posts , as teachers of others. 
They are least likely to be retarded and perplexed 
in the aim and career of ev^pgelic , zeal. They 
ipay eminently bless, by a/warmand unhesitating 
inculcation of essential truth, thpse numerous classes 
who possess an uninquiring temperament, or whose 
education has been not very enjargpd, or in whom 
both these circumstances, by a joint and mutual in- 
fluence, concur to narrow the sphere of doubt, or 
repress its excursions. r 

But you, for whom the present train of thought is 
chiefly adapted, cannot acquire, if you wouJd, such a 
mental structure. The native -character ,and bent of 
your faculties may preclude this, even if no pecu- 
liar course of discipline has cpnduced to awaken 
and extend them. Nor^perhaps^as l hayp already 
conjectured,) would you, on the whole, desire to 
possess it, were this within your choice. For you 
will suspect that the mental quality or defect, what- 
ever it be, which tends to blunt or to exclude objec- 
tions, may tend likewise to obscure or to contract 
the view of exalted facts or doctrines : that the She- 
chinch of divine truth, though steadily and grate- 
fully contemplated by the eye of such a foith, must 
yet be “ shorn of his beams;” that the less ample 

g 2 
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qr.ffypjrephte glf^ 8 i, of supfi $ ^Uever’s.j^rceptioiw 

white it W lu#s upwplcoipg, pbjectspn either hand, 

, , ft#,, broad .^nd^ndefpe^ glory, 
-‘i 4aFMitfW9OTVf. , %hC which belongs* tojoijr 
jfllfrr.$ c^ephal fye* 4 Not, that 
SWiW-tfflff a general supeijority^o such 

Km fm h* Th e y ^y, b ^, 1 ^ s r ers ^fe i ? r 

jpq^i^^.or^^y.pqBses?, legs^romjptitude ^ leas 

wn W?P> ■ ft* TPW-JTfr 

nw^ SteeflgJ^^ ?tef r W ss P apprehending apdjde- 
flniag which they fix.. Neither yonnof 

M esfih'j?* *e. iwnn&> 

,f^id}4 tjjfi F^ffyeref spirits intend it,. , It isj true o f f 
.WfiSfMfl* ^SmiWlMralgifth '' there are diversities 
the gtpal Ri% divides “jp paph 

(tWIWfflife if 

.flppft ^ppcta* tp differ' frpm,. theirs : r your services 
hlwwj^^ppd yp^r advantages, were npt , to^ be^alto- 

gather^h^ wne,0>^* , ,., .., 

, i; Bpt^thppi wa must, Ppt ,ff>rgpt apothercla^s /of 
^^ k yvhtete, ppripit .ipe, p 

JrWf.uWffimtf , b y apd acquira4,?n?cq^ibi- 

te dispetp apd be affected hy,diffi- 
yonraor ipine; whp yet,,we fy^ye 
i re ^°P to conclude, habitually mpditate 

»W4 e YWMft#' iw4 ^«e the^4y t °f sc^xVre 

.lw4jW’^ ai )d . with ^puch, moye of 

‘l Diul I?!v to i> ^ **dl J.bli* 11 t ** ij* * fi , , I 
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for this difference by their greater capacity 'artff sit* 
perior vigour in answering and overcoming 1 j objec- 
tions, which enables them to subdue and trafcnple 
clown 0 at the instant each pain and doubt' Wfiidh is 
awakened? ^Certainly not thus id every case ; ; in- 
asmuch as there are some difficulties In revelation 
which no human mind cah at any time fully renlbve; 
much fess at etaryinstantl We 'xritlst; 4 aidcoiirit' ‘fbr 
it, 1 1 conceive, principally fey theft ‘ rriire de'vbut ^iTid 
ardent apprehension, more constant and fener^etic 
hold of those few most^loriouS tdiith^, WWbh, : While 
investee! by many difficulties and Obsktfthiey; shibd 
through and above them all. Now this, is we hive 
"early intimated, is, by the grade Of God, attkift&bld. 
ttot the force and penetration of intellect, ntit the 
mass of erudition and strength of j memory,' which 
were m a Pascal or a HoWe — those add no inhere 
promised, and we have nd ground to ^hppOsd'thdy 
are anywhere dispensed, in answer to pratyet. 1 1 *Bftt 
that is attainable (for it is surely held^Ortb W an 
object of* the humblest Chtistian’s sudtdS^fiil desfte) 
without which ; those ’ qualities v krld ' aittkinrherffe 
might have plunged a Howe or Pascal iitf thii 1 depths 
of frigid scepticism ; namely, a' Spiritual fold affec- 
tionate adherence, a realizing aid kpproprthting 
attachment, to the great things Which Gbd ‘ hath 
declared' Phis is the wisdotn which hd giveth 
liberally/* and for which wd are aB J taught to 
pray, entreating " that the God of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, the father of tlory, may give unto us the 
spirit of wisdom and Revelation in the knowledge of 
Him;” that “ the eyes of our understanding may 
be enlightened ; that we may know what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance.”* 

Now let piiijds of ever so great perspicacity, and 
research, and furniture, the most capable, therefore, 
of objections and resistance, become happily imbued 
with an admiring grateful love for the great dis- 
coveries of the gospel let them come to meditate 
feelingly on a Being infinite in power and holiness, 
who is also infinite in pardon and in grace; let them 
fix on the intense concentration of these glories at 
the cross ; and then, for them, the difficulties of Re- 
velation — ttypugh they do not disappear,— recede 
into their proper dimness, and shrink into their just 
dimension. 

This supernatural unveiling of the Deity, this 
disclosure of his righteousness and love in all their 
mpral glories, is, a centre ever luminous, glowing, 
and expanding, from which the eye of their faitn 
cannot be very long averted, and which casts its 
rays even _ upon ( objects otherwise suited to repel 
that eye ; but which thus guide back its glance anew 
to the light hy whicjh their own seeming gloom or 
barrenness pr asperity are alone relieved. 

Would we then" read the scriptures with more 
* Eph.i. 17, 18. 



Digitized by Google 




, IN BEVEAfpp X^UIft. _ ( . 1^ 

benefit and satisfaction ? \Ve must seek, not so 
much more learning or more commentators, (although 
t^ese are valuable in their place,) but, by earnest 
pj^yer and bumble vigilance, an increase of faith, 
hope and love towards the great scheme of gospel 
truth, the grand remedy of guilt and unhappiness 
and ruin; for we may expect, in proportion as these 
graces are aw;ake or dormant, cherished or declin- 
ing, to find scriptural reading a source of encou- 
ragement and comfort, or a source of disappointment 
aqd distress. I do not know that the difference 
which it has been thus attempted to point out admits 
of comparison with any contrasts in the actual scenes 
of nature, or in the incidents of secular life : but per- 
haps a slight apologue in the eastern taste, where fic- 
tion is blended with some scenery that nature offers, 
may contribute not unpleasantly to its illustration. 

In a century long “before the flood,” and in 
regions bordering on Euphrates, the youth Idoriel 
had learned by tradition from his pious ancestors 
the existence of a mystic cavern, through which he 
was assured that he might arrive at scenes explored 
but rarely since the Fall : even at that paradise 
which Adam forfeited. His dying father had 
solemnly urged him to become a pilgrim thither ; 
warning him, indeed, of the doubtful and rugged 
way, of the darkness and difficulty which might at- 
tend his entrance, and perhaps long impede his pro- 
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press : yet still repeating,-!- 1 Qo, my son, enter and 

gif 01 rf. ’if-UMto tP*H (H>rfoin< - / ol^fT 

.W* wMsijr* 

Eden be tenantless and its groves lie waste, and the 

ir v ’ r iTftvi /urro 7 )1 funvny 

cherubim have resigned r their needless watch, yet 

,V>r r< ,i l)‘ i'V; t # Hid j/lMl/T r. t!h 1 ,'Mn' 

go: for the very air of that .once blessed garden,, the 

.H 1 : i; ■ 'jor .n* /“* fin in r r*.ir«Tr w H/i, fT 

murmur of its watera, and the odour of its silent 

Vii .i'7 -til.ll tu.lt > * t ID.H. 7/')07 ‘iflr i‘K’ 

woods, will prefigure to thee that better country to 
which the promised Deliverer of our ruined race will 

•If 1 /If O flT t I - jiH," ft ' >JfP. I n r. r > 

at last exalt the purified. — Idoriel heard with tears, 

l» I not *J V fr't i.t, n 'i\V VK f ■- -nr f )t 

and when he had committed, to the tomb his parent’s 

r. jt V> fr - * j. .*.[ n-.h. t . - m *r 

revered remains, and the sun of that funereal day 

/‘» *»7; 7^1 ' I . » ’■)/• ' V fj ( Tl 

was setting, he earnestly asked himself— Can I defer 
thk pilgrimage w^iich such a father has enjoined £ 
The youth rose before the following dawn, girded 

y(nnr Tx-tt . J ■.< •; ® i 

himself, and providing a small store of simple viands, 
journeyed towards the entrance of the cave. It was 

V , ,.*<1 y.n , [ -V i, 'rr 

situate, as he had been told by the departed, at the 

, • ' > t f 7 > S • f ■' -f ' * • , . • f n ■ 

end of a sequestered ravine in the mountains ; and 
concealed by the projection of a low-browe<l rock. 
When he had pressed through the thorny gorge of 
the defile, and was stooping to explore the cavern 
mouth, he heard laughter far abpve him. It was 
from the cell of a hermit-astronomer on one of the 

, 'I # 1 :u ; J / , . ■ ' ! ' - ■ f [Mil 

cliffs which towered round the pass, who, though 
dwelling so near the mystic cave, had pot ap- 
proached it, and would have, sneered in utter con- 

f; ii.i 1, ; : ' 4 f _ » t, : ‘ , ; v t,‘ f : - n , 

tempt at its reputed wonders. A warrior and a 
hunter from " the land of Havilah” were visiting thii 
sage, who laughed scornfully to see a goodly youth 
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befow, creeping through btishes. ail'd groping Among 
stones o^ me brook, tade him leave wild 

terries for cforfren, aftd come with them to chase 
tljp lion' and leopard, feiit life heeded them not, 
an^, having at length discovered a low and harrow 

opening* which the rochs and* trees had hidden , 1 he 

of vv jT<( L» T. >"-*1*4 O. 'V o f i nq" 

proceeded with difficulty, always stooping, frequently 

P '* h '>\ur JKo' i>>-;rv-v'<4 y * J r »U : 

kneeling, and sometimes even prostrate, into the m- 
r y r vs* f --Um. ••vi* 

tenor of the cavern. After this was gaped he found 

no wpnt of space, though he was compelled to bend 
lw ever and anon as; he advanced, '!ftie cave ex- 
panded on his view; whde v hut a glimmering yet 
unearthly light pervaded it, and the small torch 
which he had brought with him burned dimjv 

iA r k, . .-r f. • n J 

amidst its vapours. Vast stalactites hung from the 
roof, and seemed to carry back the date of this ex- ‘ 

Oil; Oj f o MV ’ -it' ’ , ' ; . Vj* . f-Jt r. ;l * ?•.»• < 

pavation towards the creation pf the world, anp of 
that paradise to, which he hoped it would conduct 

U.-i » ) ( # , i •». ;!• - r f : ; • f 1 • J {’ »’ •» j, - ,• 

|iim. At intervals f the images of shepherds^ 
priests, and kings, of sacrificial rites and bply sym- 
bols, jWere sculptured lh colossal forms Upon the 
rojcky walls. All along beside his path there was a 
deep abyss, on which the vapours hung densely, 
and which hjs eye essayed in vain to pierce. At 
times the scene grew not only rude but dreary, a 
sort of subterranean desert ; at other times sharp 

points unexpectedly wounded bis feet: how and 

:j i! 8 Vi , 1 it' ; :J ;uJO v I’ 1 -'it ■ W 

then apo _ some hideous shapes^ issuing from the 
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vapour motioned him to retire; and his taper aft 
times so feebly dispelled the darkness, that his heart 
began to sink and his patience to Faulter. — Alas ! — 
(he exclaimed,) perhaps my good and simple-hearted 
father was deluded. He thought he had attained 
by this path to a view of paradise, but I fear he 
must have erred. He may have seen amidst this 
chaos of clouds some imaginary semblance of those 
happy gardens ; but this cave seems likely to be one 
which demons excavated, and where the sons of the 
giants have graven historic legends. It is ancient 
and magnificent, but I am weary of its obscurity, its 
beetling roofs and rough, uncouth windings ; I will go 
back to the fair valley of Euphrates, and dream of 
no paradise beside. And yet my beloved father 
# foretold these discouragements and hinderances, and 
admonished me nevertheless to persevere. But 
then they are so great, so many, so continued, so 
wearisome. — He was turning to retrace his steps; 
when a white-robed figure gliding from behind a 
crag, thus chid the youth’s irresolution and revived 
his zeal. — Idoriel, son of Sethos, forsake not thy 
father’s steps, despise not thy father’s counsels, 
follow on, and thou shalt know. Stoop yet again, 
even as a , little phild ; for this stage of thy pil- 
grimage demands it ? bend in lowliness ; look in- 
tently for the light beyond thee : invoke Adonai with 
fervour, and he shall give thee light. — The genius 
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spoke , and disappeared. Idoriel, amazed yet ani- 
mftt^d, resumed hispurpo^e ; bent low to follow on- 
ward* called more reverently on the God of his 
father, and looked intently towards the light beyond. 
Nor was it in vain. For as the cavern’s roof now 
rope, agajn ii^to loftiness, the volumes of mist above 
him seemed suddenly unrolled, and beyond him a 
crescent meteor, like the new moon in miniature, but 
of a ruby light, shot its lustre through all the vault ; 
and, unlike the moon, diffused a cheering warmth. 
Idoriel’s eye brightened and his heart beat quick. 
I^e looked around, and all the rough places and 
recesses n of the cavern were tinged with living rayst 
'JThe crags, indeed, had not lost their ruggedness, 
nor the sands their tedious flatness, nor the abyss 
its precipitous and murky depth shaded by rolling 
vapours ; but the new illumination cast upon all these 
now showed the pilgrim fully what he had before 
been ignorant of, that the cavern abounded with in- 
estimable treasures. He had found, indeed, pre- 
viously here and there a gem, which the light of his 
ojyn feeble torch detected, and which seemed beau- 
tiful and precious. But now each height and each 
recess disclosed them. The purest native gold was 
iq the yeins of many rocks ; " the precious onyx and! 
thp sapphire” gleamed on every side ; and sometimes 
i^ere that ruddy light fell full upon them, they be- 
came as “ stones of fire.” On the face of the blankest 
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Wf* mopt frowning rpc^^^rp, so^t^ep. phoftp .*» 
iny^Ju^le jewel ; . end some lay, sparkling^ his fast 
i.U ,the Ary and sandy ppsp^gep that intervened, 
Eyenirpm^tfre cloftsctf the abysp which, he despaired 
tQjfathprn, these , untold jiches, gliptpned* ^d 
tarplieve its Errors.,. Jfeeaw,top,that at A least e*oh 
ppyp^^aiMl,dfetinginshed gem, as hflngazed/on jfc 
g*}w brighter and (threw ba^k, as if by magic*, the 
very image and ^fleotion of the crescent 
sooth . t ( ex ^imed. Jdoriei)/ thoughmy progress 
through, this ancient . cavern has been sometimes dark 
and ,sad» end wearisome and intricate, yet it is fiujl 
of ; countless inches and of growing wonders. . > ^ 
glorious and guiding star bespeaks the presence 
of Adonai • and the gems which it discloses .seem to 
befit end indicate- the approach to “ Eden, tfre gar-r 
den.of Qod.” In that region, as our pppys and poets 
have assured us, were found not only, the delicious 
luxuriance .of flowers and fruits, but also mineral 
treasures in abundance. " The gold of that land; 
was. good.” There was the sapphire “andr,thet 
onyx, stone;” and our first parents, yet blest: with 
guileless .innocence, walked often when the sun bad 
set, with friendly cherubim “ in the midst of, those, 
Stpnes of fire, 5 * which shone like, glow-worms in the 
moonlight that revealed them. This cave, with all 
itp discouragements, yet seems likely and worthy, to 
bp an avenue. to that forfeited abode. . Idoriel’s fancy 
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wf&s kftidled, 1 aiM > l^affeOtionS hrerfe'* Mrr^d Witiifti 
tiffli.*' ’ * He^thbrbght ofhisdeparted fether , J he shed 
teaiS both 6f grief arid joy <; and^whSlei even through 
tieathbf Sorrdwi hkeye^ftsrih the's^of promise and 
Ms heart ttpraSsed to God; he still Advanced 1 itr hope 
arid weht 1 Oh’ his wa!y Tejbicing. 1 ' But erelong 
Kb grew rbtnisti iri the devotlt arid the 1 observant 
spirit Whieh'that good genhiS hid erijoihed. {He 
nb!w fotgrit topray, and now was Werify : he eeafeed 
tfr I6ek towards the ruby light beyond him, because 
life liad ericririnterfed a stone of stumbling dr some 
rock '6f Oflferice had • bruised him even^ through Ms 
satidals. " Whenever these changes in idoriel^s tem- 
per arid practice occurred, there ensued effects 
the most diicotiragirig. A chilly vapour, arising 
frdm the abyss and gradually condensing. Involved 
him iri 'its damp and disheartening cloud,* hiding at 
orice the crescent and all the treasures which it had 
made so visible 1 and splendid. Little more than 
the?* first glimmering light remained : it sufficed, 
indeed, together with his taper; to distover the rude- 
ness, the depths* and > the windings, but it was at- 
tended by no warmth, arid it revealed no briHrarits. 
He 'might grope for a gem as at first, but if he found 
it, if Was pale and frosty to his eye. He began * to 
be - haunted ‘afresh with 7 the thought of illusion and 
disappointment. Yet Idoriel could not now resolve 
to turn back; He remefrnbered what wonders had 
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been shown him. He had “ seen the star” and all 
its minute but enduring mirrors, and though he was 
grieved and disconsolate at this return of “ gloomi- 
ness,” more sad than the heaviest u morning spread 
upon the mountains,” yet he dared not renounce his 
desire or nourish his despair.-^ At least (he cried) if 
there be a paradise, and if there be access to it, this 
must be t€ the way.” — He mused on the admonition 
of the genius, and self-convicted of neglecting it, im- 
plored with a heartfelt prostration the return of that 
sacred and consoling light. Butit beamed not .on 
the instant; it revived not speedily. Yet his white- 
robed monitor, half seen amidst thecloud, was heard 
solemnly to whisper — Though justly rebuked and 
chastised for thy remissness, be encouraged “ always 
to pray, and not to faint,” always to " wateh,” and 
not despond. — Cheered by these words, the sorrowful 
Idoriel feebly persevered. With what grateful rapr 
ture did he find, after patient waiting, the eloud 
begin to be dissipated, and the long-concealed star 
appearing again beyond him ! not waning or more 
remote, but become a broader crescent and of still 
more ruddy beam. ; * j ■ t 

Urns he grew bitterly and joyfully acquainted 
with the secrets and marvels of the: cave find 
though u folly was bound up in his heart,” he bettor^ 
knew its remedy. When mists began to flit before 
him, and the cold cloud to rest? on him, he < fekj 
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the warning penalty, and sought to resume a more 
devout and earnest watch. And still at every 
point where he actually did this, the star reappear- 
ing grew towards a full-orbed radiance, and the 
gems around his path became more numerous and 
refulgent. At length the adventurer grew feeble 
with continued effort, and lay down to rest, like the 
patriarch long after at Bethel, with stones for his 
pillow ; weary, yet happy ; for he felt as if paradise 
were near. It was a deep deep which had come upon 
him; but in that slumber he was borne by the 
genius round a jutting rock which almost closed the 
exit of the cave, and woke reclining under the glit- 
tering arch of egress, where the fragrant groves of 
Eden lay spread beneath, and the sound of many 
waters echoed round him; and the lively vision^ of 
a new Eden never to be forfeited, and of a second 
Adam, the Adonai from heaven, the glorious ran4 
somer and restorer of the wretched, was poured into 
Idoriers heart. 

I hope, that to this slight allegory, when taken in 
connexion with the thoughts that precede it, no key 
can be found needful. But it is usual to subjoin 
the moral to the fable : and it may be well, evert at 
the risk of tautology, that we rapidly review the puiv 
poSed lesson. A tender reverence for parental 
ample and injunction is among those means whkh 
Providence frequently and graciously appoints, t<r 
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pi^mpV'the ririhdto u s&Aoift fefiftfy d^’GcMSM vtfitfd. 
But^ whatever th^ iinmedlsitfe' fl p^rfcriaMfe,' Whether 
this filial love arid dir pefsbnrit disrie&f, 

of spiritual conviction, Or'ktarihlatWe' arikiety;>^tliO«C, 
whci, havirig learnt anything* of Hie ^ifit'o^tbe^orfd,' 
hegirif rridlly 1 t<f ^ririfrih'ffle &ittpttjfe*,** Cdnttdt to#, 
fi^l, hb& ehfofefy thkt* |>oWnt hiid deri&iVef £ ^p|irfc4« 
against th&A^ ftriwsWrincCarid levity, pridearid'8&^ 
ctAriftty ‘hid'tfiv^lbiislib^^dMd rill 66nspifb J ift6di^ 
crism af fhiteirtpers MiriltftHte Sbrifeh mugf hiiiittritfc. 
Tftet often/ 1 in i^refnent from thb hofticOof 'thosk? 
scomers/and sometimes 6perity, irideSpite K Of them* 
from a 1 just fefelirig 1 item little $iey ririn ' blnihf'tbhe 
patterns of Arbiters of moral wisdoritj-^thii ktudy iS 
engaged^ in arid 1 prirsued. WhfcrieStei 1 'ft is M ibi‘the 
subjects to which “the 1 sbriptu'rris V^ate^are pefbeiV8i 
to be Vast" and profound. 'Drift- qilbstiOtiS of'h&J 
tory and philosophy Suggest 1 ftettl^lvesr J rind 
great spiritual ’ and' tfeeotojgibal^^eOfits ‘^hichbio 
hurriah mind can fatbortf/ eriviroiV * ufe git ( 4i&f& 

In some parts we are sufpri^edhy fahatseein# irfe- 
soriie* arid unmripof tant. 1 In Others : Weightygnd 
paiAful diffiOriltfes fepril ririd Wriutid tm. } 1 'fhe tfeeMe 
lights Of i)ur rriasbtl rind orif information < eaM##fe tiriif 
dispel tfiese obscurities, arid ‘we arfe tempted^tfiiri^ 
impatiently dir despondently to 4 ask onfseStns,^CWn 
a* volume, which so 1 perpetriaHy e^eit^s ‘^riy donjbtri 
andbafflris alike itfy tripaOity^ aM^myriSsliareh, he? 
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verily, ,hoty yfqrd of Goc^; given as my only 
^nd yi$.J to heavenly wisdom #nd life eternal^ 
Such* doubtless^ is, th? unacknowledged and afflic^ 
tiy# . Reeling of many an inquirer’s mind. But let 
th^gj^Vlnspirer ofth^t holy \yord give a, new pro- 
Bwnenqe to its most affecting, truths, or rather, soften 
and*, prepare the mind, to receive deeply their de- 
signed and n atl *rel impression, — lqt Him, “ shine 
within 'the boart tp give the light of the knowledge 
ofthMiglpiy” (an it is unyeiled by this volupi^) "in 
tbo(fac^of Jes^s Christ,” and then at once are the 
aspect and {estimate of the whole book essentially 
and benignly altered Difficulties indeed remain : 
many of them perplexing, some important, some in- 
scrutable* But; . not a few are unravelled ; while others 
&e, illustrated* and all, in a measure, relieved, by 
those strong and glowing beams of divine holiness 
and loving-kindness which are now thrown upon the 
whole., By the ever- crescent light and warmth of 
that forgiving Love which is felt to be the very es- 
sence of the. revelation, , are all its parts now exa- 
mined and interpreted, or, where not to be inter- 
pteted, submissively yet hopefully postponed. The 
alppalling sins nnd miseries of man, apd the terrific 
judgments &om bis Maker, which this hook so ex- 
plicitly and awfully records, are vindicated, as far as 
they < can be^ probably, to , our present narrow facul- 
ties, from; the/dre*dful mystery which involyee them, 
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by a view of the still greater remedial; mystery of 
salvation. A multitude of precious truths, urn 
equally interspersed, but wonderfully harmon^ing,-r- 
admonitory, consoling, promissory, predictive, —rare 
now discerned and valued, a# reflecting,, iq their 
several modes and degrees, the one, great light of 
the divine perfection. In this temper of; . heart, that 
is, with a strong apprehension and earnest “ accep- 
tation” of “ the glad tidings of great joy,’* t^e 
scriptures, notwithstanding their unremaved diffi- 
culties, will assuredly be held fast, as “ the gift of 
God,” the “ word of life,” the charter, for eternity. 
But when this sentiment becomes deadened QQ $m* 
pended, when, from remissness in prayer, or an uta- 
watchful* unbelieving disposition, wo cease to ooitr 
template with grateful tenderness • those o 
doctrines, and think coldly of the, attributes * ( di$ r 
played in God’s own way of dispensing pardon, Ufe # 
and felicity, — then, while ouit hope grows feint, our 
doubts are strengthened and* multiplied. We turn 
to dwell almost exclusively on what is digtastefuhor 
unsearchable, and every such difficulty t acquires 
tenfold force. i n; . i 

The great antidote for such a state mnet jbe 
“watching unto prayer;” togetherwijh renewed 
though humble efforts to realize the deep fyeceaaity 
and unequalled worth of those same docfrifl.es. : Yet 
these best of means, in that languid and poor way 



Digitized by Google 




' ” 1ST REVEALED TRUTH. 



139 



of using them with which some of us are chargeable, 
may not at once, or even speedily, remove such feet 
mgs. If, however, they are sincerely and persever- 
ingly resorted to, we may confidently hope they shall 
do so at length. “ Who is among you . that feareth 
die Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
Walketh in darkness and hath no light ? Let him 
trust in the name of the Lord, and stay himself 
upon hie God.” “ The glorious gospel of Christ,” 
when it shines again with new power in the heart, 
shall be yet more glorious and more welcome; 
Our recent folly and unfaithfulness and pain shall 
have given us new reasons to prize it ; and diffi-f 
cukies shell be still more cast into shade by the 
blessed discovery. Let us press through these 
Alternations ; which, by our own fault, or perhaps 
by the secret counsel and appointment of Him 
who designs to “ humble and to prove” us, may. 
yet be many. But * he that endureth to the end 
shall be saved;” saved by those divine and imimw 
table methods which he too often failed to appre- 
ciate and rejoice in. And when in the u deep 
sleep” of death, the Christian bids farewell to God ; s 
written revelation, then shall the immediate and 
unclouded light of divine perfection burst upon him, 
and he shall be transported " to know, even as also 
he is known.” 

Meanwhile, though the complete Bible, if we hold 
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it tribe in allits parte a pubbshed iwelktion, should he 
as much accessible <to allas^he pm^peet ef tbeieartfe 
ah d skies, yet rt byno means follows that ti&tkt jkw*- 
tion of this coflectkm bf ’scriptures ought fo engage 
equally thri attention 1 ^ eVfery' reader, Or that >6( asty 
one* reader in unequal klegfee.' If tfevealed truth 
contjun, to adopt a weLMlitown figure* ^‘figWs.wheae 
the lamb may* wade, and depthfe where* the elephant 
musGSwini/’ the* ftCbter is^ot'caBed toveriture daily 
where theflood nteyoverfiowor weary it. HUhorir 
pdgrim of the cavern; When new mists and darkness 
occurred, riot’ Selected that path whom waas hsofet 
light and least 1 obstruction, he Would have* fees* 
still mor^ disheartened and bewildered.* liadffie 
thrust himself far into the clefts of the rigged 
rocks, v the guiding star might have been at Way 
moment Wd. And this sCems ^one reason 1 why the 
habit of biblical criticism is sometimes found to hpve 
lowered faith and lessened spirituality ; because 
while the w things hard to be understood”’ are So 
much and sedulously investigated, the great ^things 
of God, the truths which bedew, *toibalm; ^and 
overrun the heart, ,, * are too little imbibed, v ■ * * 

He who is exploring the strata of a damp chasm, 
or searching a mine for subterraneous fossils, is no 
doubt investigating (and, it may be. Very commend- 
ably) u the wonderful works of God j” but if these 
* Herbert, in the beautiful piece entitled “ Hie Glance.** 
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he ibifbbahfttMal; preferences apd pwauipy .be, mheeb 
dorngathe? health 4 nd animation amidst the breezes 
a«d| ^^linei iof. th& pwwptaiB lapdscapQ. . He who 
ia-eUjdiyiagiiwitb Saldatt-,tbe,deteU and pripcipleqof 
'Mosaic ,eode» fir, fl(kb ,Lew,th the, structure, , of 
Hebrew! poetry J is doubtless ijvelL , occupied in exa- 
miriiog, those scriptures wfaieh are given ‘tbyinapi. 
lattbp-hf 6(4;’’ but heiaust bewaneJest, while, occu- 
pied, by, the lairs ,ofl sacrifice on the loans of, a»etne,»he 
should' be too little con versanfcwith that, f redemption 
of, which Ithe Mosaic , expiations , were . at temporary 
shadow, n and i which, the lyre nf Isaiah could but 
prelude, m To , the leaker or more susceptible 
dhriafciin I, would «ay, -^neglect no part of . scripture 
Iwlwliy ; .still less adopt! selections, unfaithful! to yoar 
p^hest daterestsw" Hitt, do not study most those 
parte I which ^profit you , the least, which are,' in your 
eaperieace, most) difficult, and therefore sometimes, 
•atiifeast, . will ,be- unfit for you. Do not enter.-oii 
dheavisions.of Ezekiel, or Zdehariah, the conquests 
e^dieshttaj or the wacs, of David, at a season, Urban 
iBgen’s jepistles orJohri’sgospel, or .some devo- 
tional portions of the ipsalms or prophets,! are better 
adapted, itob your perusal,, Some modem, , writers 
<3f>|)eati to,intimate, that the study of everty part of 
tftmfUm ia^to all , persons , .equally a 4uty. iHUt 
■thit te aa,if a shepherds having a . large and varied 
distci^fcr.^is flqcks,. ah<)uld urge the weary and 
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weak, in regular circuit, across torrents and up 
rugged paths, to pick the “ herbs of the moun- 
tains,” instead of encouraging them to feed oftenest 
" in green pastures beside the still waters.” 

I will only recall, in conclusion, the leading 
thought which has been enforced. Let us earnestly 
and hopefully seek an increase of faith and love : a 
more unintermitted and affectionate adherence to 
the most invaluable truths, those which must be 
above all price, whenever sin is felt to be perilous 
and death imminent, and a full salvation from both 
the only glorious hope : which, when contemplated 
with steadfastness and fervour, will dispel much of 
the surrounding obscurity, and reconcile us to the 
rest. 
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Cte M THE' DESPONDENCY ARISING FROM A SENSE 
t OKj t j9#$AX AND MULTIPLIED SINFULNESS, ES- 
j P^CIAL^Y AS AGGRAVATED BY A PROFESSED 
RECEPTION OF THE GOSPEL. 

It happens with prescriptions for spiritual griefs 
and distresses, as with those for latent bodily dis- 
orders; the medicines may be most valuable and 
efficacious in themselves, yet may frequently fail 
to reach our particular case. If we adduce to you 
(for example) St. Paul’s noble proclamation of his 
Saviour’s mercy, and solemn avowal of his own ex- 
treme need of it , — “ Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief ,” — you 
will probably say, — Yes, but the apostle referred 
to sins before his conversion, and these, heinous as 
they were, I can readily conceive blotted out’ 7 
by an act of sovereign grace. It is true that, 
for my own offences, even of a parallel period > 
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(although of less “ injurious” character and mag- 
nitude than his,) I can find less of extenuatWh ; 
inasmuch as I cannot forget the tender Ck'ksftl&n 
instructions, and the keenly luminous r&ftlfes 
of conscience, in despite of which they^tWMtt- 
tered; nor, altogether, the inward 1 maligtfft^bf 
those tempers, the hidden turpitude of those*|ft&- 
eions and imaginings, which they involved. 1 
dwelt in that “ world of iniquity” and traWi^&i 
its recesses, while others could but observe it tt&h- 
siently and distantly as among (C wandering startj” 
so far, moreover, from saying with Paul that'll 
thought I did God service,” I must coilfefes, that 
1 knowing myself a rebel, I “' revolted morC*'l[fi<l 
more.” And yet, — with this afflictive distinction 
from his case, this darker, stronger title to fhe 
motto, u of whom I am chief,” — -I could still confi- 
dently indulge the hope that a pardoning God bad 
“ cast all those sins into the depths of the sea,” 
had He but likewise " subdued my iniquities *” 
were there proof as indisputable as in the instance 
of Paul, of my being indeed “ a new creature.” 
But although, in desire and profession, I have long 
resorted to the refuge of the penitent; althoughTn 
purpose I have abjured iniquity, and have sottjg&t 
to present myself “ a living sacrifice” t6 God/^still 
so great and numerous have been my “ secret 
faults,” so fearful at many times the strength anil 



Digitized by Google 




, ' r 



FROM SINFULNESS. 145 

mastery of “ presumptuous sins,” so far and often 
axa 1 brought ‘f into captivity to the law of sin and 
.death,” that I know not how to hope my renova- 
tion ,has been genuine. I tremble lest offences 
subsequent to so many prayers and vows on my 
P0rt> to so much long-suffering kindness on the 
part of the Most Holy, should in all their hundred- 
fold ingratitude and baseness remain uncaneelled, 
aud consign me at last to woes intensely sharpened 
by the thought, that I was So long <( almost* a 
, Christian, not far from the kingdom of God*” 
.Still jt t is not, I think, usually among this class, 
who have to acknowledge the bold and unrestrained 
transgressions of former life, that we may expect the 
most auxipus interest in our present subject : for 
those who once gave unchecked indulgence to cor- 
rupt desires and irreligious habits, can hardly fail 
to recognise so much of practical change attendant 
on their Christian profession, as to indicate at least 
some gjreat .revolution qf principle and feeling ; and, 
whatever tye the power, or even incidental domi- 
nance, qf a sinfulnesf which they deplore, they 
must yet often revert to that prior change, with a 
degree of hope that it was truly u from above.” 

But ypu, it may be, have a different kind of path 
and memoir to retrace.; Your course has differed 
exceedingly from that of Paul or Augustine, of Bun - 
yan or of John Newton ; you were not only brought 

H 
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up (like some of them) “ in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord,” but yoii never (like them) scowled 
that admonition, nor overtly and daringly “ turned 
from the holy commandment you maintained from 
earliest years an unbroken outward respect, with a 
measure likewise of inward veneration, for the Ap- 
pointments and promises of religion ^and though 
secret sins ensnared and often enthralled you> yet 
were you not permitted at any time long to yield 
yourself their unresisting prey: Now from this 

state, when your feeling of the perilous evil of sin 
became more acute and poignant, and your sense 
of the value of the gospel remedy more deep and < 
cogent, a most real and vital transition might takfe < 
place, to the reception of God’s mercy through ah < 
atoning Saviour ; and yet this transition be, even^i ■ 
your own view, comparatively unmarked and slight, i 
You had passed, as it were, into what was deemed ^ 
the path of evangelic light and warmth, not i 
from a dark and icy zone of indifference and ta 
hardness, but from some nearer and more dubious * 
track. This it is which augments your douBtl 
You seemed, and still seem, to have been previously 
sailing, or drifting, however slowly and unsteadily ( 
and heartlessly, in almost the same course: for the | 
climate, and the vessels in company, were not Very | 
dissimilar.— You question besides if you are inddefl | 
Wftthi th# tropic line, because instead of tihtbsk | 
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,aad uniform gales which should there impel 
heavenward , you encounter mists and calms an<^ 
tempests, and often find the wind more boisterous 
Ottdiftare contrary than before you were professedly, 
steering towards the land of rest 
(jfJButf there, is something in your case still more 
fteouliar; Not only, do you contrast like other 
jWOtohfal self-examiners, the opinion of human wif- 
bte&es with your secret knowledge of evils in ypur 
heart, and viewing these with the eye of in- 
ferior consciousness, through the detecting micro- 
scope of, God’s holy law, find their multitude an^L 
(deformity and restless force appalling, — but ypu 
feel the just demand of your special privileges and 
exemptions. You were never imbued in 
Ijy. jintimate connexions, with prejudices 
Wftaled truth. You saw and felt even then the mo- 
paeptous grandeur of “ the things eternal.” Pr<^- 
j^dential restraints have surrounded you. You arp 
f$ware that bodily and mental temperament have 
contributed to deter you from flagrant tran^- 
gp^$sion. And when, amidst these thoughts^ yqy 
pi^lve your own unpublished annals, you percppje 
yrith dread how much more culpable each offepce, 
thought, word, and deed, must be in your case, 
4he gross outward sins of some who were #pt 
part so enlightened or exempted or 
fs^irf^l.; f But, above all, yqu have ,advance$ 

h 2 
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thiough successive year# ’ to a Christtatt^Ofesslafl) 
tod have experienced, umklit Wo many 1 i^afpses^tihe 
forbearance of yotrr Gbd; ahd yet,^faWl5 thte&£ > dfib 
numbered debts 1 and’ bonds ‘ Of ' gr&tftud# 1 mectobi- 
lating still, faith life hastening 1 to ' its* pdriWl^faitb 
l!he great work of sanctfficatibtt irto’e tod toU'ttofrG 
urigtot, wiUfthe Corifitoaed optolorfbf ' others 1 
ytorheart foust, lbng ere nowy-beb established fai®i 
^rkce, #!, ^hate found irtetolutidn aridfeorrtiption: ^tilf 
priivailihg against yonr principles and hopes, 
has the glbomiest and most afflictive of allfeaCkiW 
Vtobcftod oppressed you, the fear that yob rittt 
hi reality *' transformed by the renefaing 1 bf l fthie s 
ritthd! 1 ’ You have awfully felt, perhaps!, fahatbii^hf 
oiir inost original writers has thus forcibly stated^ihat 
tHe Same sin “ committed at sixteen; is libt tbe feiffisfc 
(Yhbiigh it agree in all other cireunlstances) 1 ^'^ 
fdHy ; but swells and doubles from the bircOttb 
sftoce of our ages ; whereto besides the eonstknt aid 
iriekcu&able habit of transgressing; it hath the m& 
^ui^ty 6f our judgment to cut off pretence tittto^eSt 
itike or pardon that i( every sin; the more 
coiimiitted, the more it acquireth totoequafeybf 
bvil ks ii succeeds in times, so it proceeds ititb 
g*rees of badness ; for as they proeeed they evdr tifttkib 
ply; and- like figures in arithmetic, the iast^ttod&qfaF 
tooi than all that went before it.’'* 'Or («o e*p*** 
1 ‘ r 1 1 ♦ Sir 1*. Browne, Rel. Med. pp. 10^-1. ‘id. XfoH 1 u1 ^ 
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rimtoactWSielyiwhateeerastQ be this author’s aUt** 
oiwn>yo^$budderto think .that each new repetition of 
the samei elw is like a nptatipn. of- units framtherigA* 
o£ ; th®page where teach .figure added on the deft, 
thwgh it be only . a unit liKe, the. former, y e » , stands ,% 
UHwMhph ef,thebwl prccedwg^Aiasih^ yw.ai^l 
J^oppugt say), bPWjfearfid yet hpw true areckofupg,! 
hW/ dreadful e,“ ■ progression '.” ppwo^erwhehn^g 
end ecdfitpuluplyhig ; a , burden of offences ?-rA*d^ 
paAhXyon Will add) has,, been always , full ef .felty,: 
hepm gently drawn, by variqMa,,a%^<ff|<^ 
ap4 by distinguished instruments, toward?,, 
of I peace, j divine Providence has favoured mg at 
pn°Bthy. restraint* and incitements yefy whilfi,^ 
USffldi and -the Church may have seen little t tg 1( f9flj-. 
dfffan ^til. bare, been consciously “ a backslide? d* 
hgai(t»:’ a^aAbaen “ filled with my own way,” ,jY£gfflg 
than all, when,*, gracious God has seemed,to ffft 
$ftjp”,me,,»ndi to lead ipe “ for His nawq’f? 
iftnf • paths, of righteousness” anew> and th^.j^g^ 
aftecting -motives to. watchfulness have, i njubiflbfid 
T#Sp rwiewing th* pangs, of past transgi^ific^, ^ 

Ihe/Wtercies which .allayed them.-r-^iUfiaftfr,^,!^ 

hawed, been ,ag»in and yet again unfaltb|f u h apd 
dgteffipd, heart hath tamed me ; aside r; ”i,, The^P^ 
ijtoiaida^nofr the want of peace and joy,. t^e,.stroj^ 
to)utter , unbelief under, wbipb 
seem t%J* ^hp ^iterated 



Digitized by Google 




1C t v, r,. ........ . , 

150 VII. — DESPONDENCY ARISING 

qqgraleful inconstancy : and often does my 7 heart 2k- 
tqipret them as the too probable omens of that aWful 
rejection which I may at last experience, when tHfe 
faithful followers of their Lord shall be 
“ ijito everlasting habitations.” For if so mahyWH 
long-continued petitions and desires have nbt j^fet 
jailed to procure me “ an overcoming faith”* dWd 
^ )( ^onstraining love; if I have “ come short” 6f txjhr 
,V$rsion through these numerous years of professkikl, 
q^eblp conflict, and of languid though frequent wiiit- 
j||g yppn God; what hope can I possess, that, htifcr 
qr hereafter, with susceptibilities blunted by bbftig 
conversant with ineffective truth, I shall diain 
a new heart and a right spirit, and feel effidd&y 
I ppdj joyfully " the powers of the world to come'”^ 1 
>M ,\ye must ask, in reply to these dark fears knd 
/distressing presages, — what right have you to coA- 
clyde, that there has been and is no saving efficacy of 
divine grace upon your mind, on account of the Un- 
casing conflicts of a corrupt and degenerate nature ? 
Or> rather, are you not unmindful of the anfi-s^rip- 
l^ural and presumptuous views which such a confclu- 
^ ipn would imply ? By your own acknowledgment, 
t ypu have offered up many and continued supplica- 
t tjoi^s ; and the deepest desire of your heart, though 
jdpubtless often interrupted and always contien&ed 
with, has been and still is to attain real cOmmun&n 

with God and freedom from iniquity. To what 

l ' ' •• • m l >* 
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t^ei^^o you ascribe this desire, and all the prayers, 
cpqfessions^, and endeavours, however great their im- 
jjfffifctjon and defilement, which it still has prompted? 

£,now thfit one of the earliest divine declara- 
j^pns yev^aled in scripture was this , — “ the imagina- 
tion of man’s heart js evil from his youth and we 
previously told “ God saw that the wickedness 
flftnan was great,” — <<r and that every imagination 
c^f the thoughts of his heart was only evil continu- 
^ly.”‘f You remember that a prophet, many ages 
jpfter, solemnly affirmed, in the midst of the only 
people who possessed a pure faith and worship, 
** the heart is deceitful above all things and despe- 
rately wicked you have read the more recent de- 
claration of Him who <f knew what was in man,*— 

, “ from within, out of the heart of man, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts^ 

, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
,£vil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these 
evil things come from within.” J 

Can you then attribute your secret prayers, and un- 
, leigned desires, and even feeblest efforts for holiness 
pid obedience, to your own unassisted nature and will, 

: — without consequences from which you would utterly 
j recoil? — without implying, that that which is born 
qf the flesh” is not “ flesh,” — that “ every good and 
perfect gift” does not specially come down " from the 

* Gen. via. 21. t vi. 5. J Mark vii. 21-23. 
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Kol <^.v/ i if o>n 

Father of lights,” — that “ the natural man” can dis- 
ced things of thfe Spirit”' pOtceivO their exci^ ^ 
leAriy, Wad go On to 'seek 1 them,— without, in skort^ 
ahhndahtly fkkffyihgihe woVd^ot* God! T ' ‘ 1100 

Wb ire not apt to consider how much pride anHf° 
uribeitefthdre rhay bb in'deO^in^ although it lie 
a temper of se!f-aba$emeiit arid Voluntary huml^yl 0 ^ 
tha^fdt isGod ^o ^orkeA ik ik ^ tb Will and? to^ 
Qiat H’e hlso harfh u ‘VrotigKf all our works in ^ 
us^’fhat We 1 have nothing whidhwe Have nbi°^ 
re&eiVedi ,? The conViCtion Ought to be more deeply 15 
intpr^sted oh \i9f, that hot only k it presumptuous, 
arid d’fr idrtie senseblasphemous, to question 1 tlie 1 
poWeiVbrWillingness of Jehovah to forgive and to ~ 
ren^W rik, if still unforgiveit and unrenewed; but* 
th&W&Iso approaches, more than he are aware, to n 
a ^$£righteous blasphethy and contradiction of l ° 
Godk' 1 Word, if we say,— I have indeed often prayecf^ 
withf^hiberity, and (amidst unspeakable frailty , alTd ,l ^ 
deptkvAy) hungered and thirsted after righteoust - 1 N 
nesSt ^ I have sought io lay hold of the gospel re^gef 1 ^ 
anddd Wklk Worthy of* that high vocation; huiaff^ 
this riias been my own impulse arid my own worf£ £ 
and rifot the’ operation of the Holy Spirit. "Vet'tkis 5 ^ 
is Whab ^oft Virtually assume and affirm when you^* 
des^bkd* df your spiritual Oonditiori, and refuse tq t °^ 
nurkhOr yourself atriong those who are 1 partal^ere of ^ 
diviriSi grace. 1 How does such a view of yourytaS an-^ 
swer the apoStle’S qrWstion, ^wfto hath made thee to 
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FROM SINFULNESS. 153 

Ah mv> "r-.in !-<h-j n ‘. if' ) i » > tm'-cI 

di %“*nd ; whftt. -.%# #?»*•, W*> 

ce^ved?”. It answers.’byi ; implication, thopgji uflp,j 
consciously, thup :^I^e,^adcj^e{jf, tp differ;, pfl, 
mgre cifcums tanj^ , fra Vft jnpptlf?, top to, fiiffer,. 1 1 ??ye 

&?»«*?! r.W^n W-.lWff^y' <•% Wrfc^W.,1 

w4» tawAtiw 9<tym i. 

yet, (have not. received, %jif. f ?pefiiaUyiftp^ Him,;), 
‘hey are natural 9^ ftfa?#entpV ,9p„afisp j frpw th^, 
fo^ce qf habits pi$ ^a^iatio^-rtf Many”,Oyrrtes,, 
an old divine), « out pfadaqger?H? ,«?rrfliy thin)i, ,tfrg., , 
the good which is in thenj, and ipspeth, from them,<j$iu 
fronj, themselves, and not from the j^werftfl.^ 0 ^ ftfu, 
. Whe^ the matter is placqd in;^,,Iigfrfe )q 
(andjl spe no reason for doubting its fairness,), a 
cere, and humble ^)ipd, which reveres the testimony 1 it 
of ^gcnpturq, which shrinks frqm JEaUe and. arrogant B 
pretensions, and woujfr shudder at the thought, of r.ofp , ) 
bii^g the Almighty of thp glory due upto^his, nam#,, „ 
will, if I mistake , not,, ,he, powerfully aud solemnly re- s , 
strained frpm denying, (eypn, by implication, ioj ap- , n 
partly,) that where, «p ,gpod, jvork” appears, ,tft UJj 
hav^comnaenced apd to erdst fri the soul, jit, is, “He, i 1 
that hptfr )»egun” itj t, thpt it is a jyork “nptqf 
will of the.flpslv nqr of the will of mpn,, ^ ,pjf, Hl 
God^ I would have ypu tp be reduced end “ , 

trains, on pain of the con^iction f pr j least ^uspi- ;j : 






H 5 
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cion, that you virtually* discard therti, in assuming 
to yourself what the scripture ascribes to the Eternal 
Spirit. And if this impression be produced, it 1 Will 
conduce at once to hope and humiliation : foC tt4s 
certain that the latter sentiment cannot be wahtihg, 
to mingle with your comfort and enhance your gite- 
1 titude : since if you feel, as I trust you may be thus 
'compelled to feel, that it is still your duty to addffefes 
f&e throne of mercy in the character of a child, yhu 
must needs go as a faithless and wandering, though 
'returning child, "not worthy to be called” a Soft. 
You will be ready to preface your requests With iAe 
confession ' i r. 

! - “I that have most ungrateful been * i > 

Hi ; '■ Of ad that e’er thy grace receive^ , 

^ ^ , Ten thousand times thy goodness seen, f 

Ten thousand times thy mercy grieved” — 

, i J * t • * 

And the ground of your hope, in this filial, ybt 
1 tinfilial character, will, in itself, be no other (though 
ii' may perhaps be stronger) than would be ^tfce 
ground of your hope as a convinced but unreconciled 
sinner, if you still, notwithstanding the thoughts 
‘ now offered, should distressingly conclude Or &pj$te- 
hend that you have never attained the adbptSonhf 
the children of God.” For I am not unconscious 
thkt these arguments may not avail with yoii (hAy 
it’ ‘is possible that with some readers they sought 1 tot 
^o ’avail) in establishing the jterstta^ion that tyfcur 
profession has been gehtiinC; fbtinded in i a i Wu& cbii- 
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rets ion of the heart begun. It would indeed be 
zekavlj presumptuous in those whom I address, 
(those who in principle are humble and sincere,) Jo 
decide that it has not; but I can imagine cases 
among them where it will be still felt presumptuous 
also to determine that it has. Whichever, therefore, 
m the interior scrutiny of conscience, accompanied 
with prayer for heavenly light, be at any time your 
decision, — whether you conclude, I have been hi- 
therto but a “ borderer,’ 1 often close beside " the 
narrow way,” but never really on it ; or whether— I 
have indeed been led into that path, but haye 
treacherously and perpetually declined and wandered 
from it, and when brought back have yet again gone 
wretchedly astray ; or whether you cannot ascertain 
which is the fact, and must cast yourself at last on 
omniscient mercy of your Judge, saying, lik,e the 
prophet, “Oh Lord God, thou knowest;” — still, let 
t me repeat, the basis of your hope is one and invari- 
t afrle in itself; and if you will humbly rest on it, — 
frustrate, but prostrate before the mercy- seat, -—it Is 
ample and immoveable for you. Whichever you 
'deem to be the worse and less hopeful supposition, 

„ Trr&r this will depend partly on the kind of theqlogy 
, ypu have imbibed, and partly on the turn pfp^r- 
, feeling, — we address ourselves to that woi^e 
r and more painful supposition, and \yould apply 
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tof heathen* 

igfo pmposedto fwftitshiibut. iwtttfib' [neither/ (fakom* 
ligHHX nor philosophy; ireuld-yaoldij , which thgi I iablo 
ahtpe discovers , and . > presents, mhefl > (it, detkres^bg 
eshaystlesS; placability /aadj«wi»8«a(tbeiniiirteilovin^ 
lyndikcsses of the, Ho)y and Justdfiodd , Jttia indeed 
(VJlyiadmbt®d,and4esply feU> ) ( that> .Aj^iyfeiy attofe 
bpt)©, of divide, mercy, . iso ( greeiftwsly .revealed. -ub in 
PHipy.,fpri«?i<?fi premis&uMd fmppfljMnpataHeJed-fess- 
ly^iopand apt, doss , itself awfully, ajugmentiiikfr 

ggilt ; j thpt,thfi ypry, resort, wd^uKTOntftAo.ibeipiiB 
^,;pl^p,,with a more; and more . terrific.clbarnesa, 
iwhat a " G od and Father” wo havakudsih 
Mgly transgressed; that in one aa^^ v thereflre,'>it 
g|fty to. render /hope, or assurance more difficult 
|qi4fft«n,or to recover. ■ ,•< ,. ■ 4 / : npwvO 

0 j -Jhat jwhiW the greatness, of this menoy icomqctK and 
iahp^Sr still must its victorious infinitude rcasaurp/ariil 
pgpsole, The, doctrine, of, redundant, and 1 illimifcablp 
.pprdows* constitutes the glory antji suals the diviirityipf 
|hd 1 “ glad >tidings ;”. of that , gospel, which , thfe^ihjh 
version of scripture ( wo are told) orbphatkalljnehlides 
^-mV, the, story of peace.” It, did woven. to Jbeliewsis 
of patriarchal times j . much more , f‘ in these last, chips” 
twhen, “ Qod hath spoken J»y his Son,” and-thaitflstaqy 
ofifwace/Vtho ck>cteiRe.of bouad]ess.pai|lan,fciitimore 
fully developed, and still more strongly ratified. 
‘Thkt doctrine potire into the mind, 1 if'^rendfh^tfed to 

•*\ auTfiil . *><li in /'Ojir/fi | v^Mit t<* ntii J 
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reeaitsit Withnoot-diii and^ *mitriateid Mth, abettmat 
emceoofcviotingv iptirifjingy dnddieaKng ; which white 
itlusalighfteiis i * leach' Is&sret f* chamber df i imagery;^ 
pcbreesidfep and sdaftter& eachi defilement, and effaces 
each Record i of ^ndemnation there ; bringing out 
visibly, bhfc 4b J oahdel Os' pdtfentfy , the stahtauf 
guilt apd'the ^eriteiicea 1 elf rhinjshimrigin the heart 
to display ^he 'dreadfbh&tii&igtlr and complexity of ii<4 
> ^tuirus 1 <and to 1 meltthem in the glbvf etud 
spiendour-of a dititte redeirfpti(yrt:-- Vhich say$,what 
oocpriesb Or hecatomb, tie &tge bt dfeputatity cansay 
wath ‘efficiency to the wounded spirit, “‘Return unto 
JehoVah/ibt He will havettterCy, and to our God, 1 for 
he,yrili multiply pardon.”* What less than this aeuld 
limsk youranxiety and fear ? What more 'than thfe, 
except by facts more forcible than words, to which 1 
(must presently advert, could Infinite Metey ea^ to 
Uhssipate them ? Without: this promise of reiterated 
^didnnsythds boundless store of “ mercies and fbT- 
tgiyenessesy ? what pere^nalL trust or joy oould tte 
ijjaspel i of i Clwist ^nepire' im you or in me V If We 
proclamation sti}l renewed,* Os 
^Srnml the t Saviour si>llps>,i as from t the Redeemer's 
ei^^He will multiply, and still multiply; Ids 
vpaldons^-iin vain foi* ns would be 'the song of 
oserapfas,i wlpeapeoit earth, good-will towards men.” 

.Dorih&T vLuo'i* >m,:: lb}* i'. ' , f M ■ 

oi 1 2 - , ^ 

Latin of those passages, in the version of Junius, is 

— — ft multiplicat coudonaudo” ■■ “ multiplica abluere ! ” 
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I# the good-will were bounded, what fully awakened 
t transgressor would not say and feel, — alas ! “ it ex- 
tendeth not” to me. If we could suppose the divine 
forgiveness offered but a hundred or a thousand 
rimes, how many a Christian would be unhappily 
conscious, — oh I have forfeited it ten thousand 
! times, and how shall it avail for me ? — and if we 
should conceive of it as secretly limited, though 
Without an assigned or discoverable limit, how would 
prevailing fear suggest, — that unknown boundary is 
past by me ! And yet this very process, of supposi- 
tions alike gloomy and unwarranted by scripture, 
takes place in the desponding mind. While we may 
adriiit in theory that God’s revealed mercies in 
Christ, his power and will to forgive, are, like bis 
other attributes, infinite, there is a latent temper and 
habfJt of distrust, which practically sets bounds to 
them. It is this limitation of " the High and Holy 
One” which seems to hold back not a few convinced 
^fenders from the throne of grace, and many mourn- 
ing believers, if not from the precincts of that throne, 
at least from reviving hope and from recovered peace. 

Would we triumph over this unhappiness, and, 

I may add, over this kind of unbelief and sin, 
ihen whatever be our views or apprehensions con- 
cerning oiir spiritual state, we are bound to medi- 
tate intently on those scriptural arguments which 
^foill demonstrate that it cannot be a condition desti- 
tute of hope ; which will show the truth and force of 
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' tfratdivme declaration, made in immediate connexion 
with the premise of multiplied pardon, " My thoughts 
aire not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
‘ways,' saith the Lord: for as the heavens are high 
above the earth, so are my ways higher, than your 
ways, and my 'thoughts than your thoughts:” thus 
forcibly enjoining a belief* that the Father of , our 
Lord Jesus Christ will, in an extent very far beyond 
our reckonings or conception, "multiply” his .par- 
dons. I may, indeed, before adducing some ( pf 
these arguments, here premise, that if there be divide 
forgiveness at all, it mmt needs be thus. For, from 
our inevitable forgetfulness, as creatures, of a, post 
multitude of sins, and also from our incapacity .as 
sinners, even could we recall the details and aggra- 
vations of them all, to sum up the complex product?, 
to judge how opposed they are to perfect hohflggs, 
/and how obnoxious to unswerving justice, we cannot 
Ifenow the greatness and the multitude of the pardofrs 
requisite for us* Still less can we estimate or oom- 
prehend any infinite attribute ; least of all ' the. at- 
tribute of mercy, “ his beloved, his triumphant attri- 
bute ; an attribute if it were possible, somethingmore 
than infinite, for even his Justice is so, andhipMerpy 
transcends . that,” f As well therefore might “ the 
heavens cease to be unmeasurably high above; the 

' * See the citation from Sir T. Browne, p. 148 above. ' f ,T 

f South, Sinfc. onPrev. rnL 17t> Worki* vol i.p. 21. E4it.]1^4. 

to ;vj7o< iniij. i : ■ j t o! T i u dh ; , 4; j;» r i r > 
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eaite}^ bur minds be dfcle to o^atfeom 16 

thete u forgivenesses^ which rh&jf and fey jkim ^ 

who possesses infinite mercy, be chsp6nsecL : 

We shaU^fiod that scripture sullies stltt more 
affecting and important arg^ni^nts. 1 1 le^iite* m-* 1 ^ 
quite-Mias not Gocf himself,in theiatestdnil ) Atttfe^{ 0:> 
re^ldtion' ofMs ^ill; most strongly inchoated ! 6n J us il 
the^^licise bf unlimited forgiveness towards n eacfi°^ 
odl8rf" Whdt duty* wa^ so frequentlyand diversely 0 ^ 
enfth^Cd by bur 'Sanour as this, —Which wasembc&ect 
in lii^pattem J ofprdyer, urged "as a direct precept^ 31 
staled a# an indispensable imitation of a divine ^>er- 
feefibh, and exemplified Vy his own petitJoh uttered ^ 
on &£eross? Besides all these modes of enfotee-^ 1 
menb a 1 singular question of Peter ♦ seem4 1 1to nave 1 
beeri tttdaihed, or graciously overruled, tb prclcure ° 
for4fie church, in his Lord’s answer, an &surance £ 
not 'tefbe evaded, that this duty knows no hmit* *| 41 
that If we would aim to be merciful as our uLjf 



venfy father is merciful,” (which is solemnly pro^^ 9 
nouft^bd Essential to our own forgiVebess f,) wemusi 01 ^ 
be efor u ready to forgive.” It is true, the’ parat!fe DfaJ 
whidb immediately follows and fllustrates that answer? 1 
hints, in the contrast of the hundred pence, and the* 81 
ten thousand talents forgiven, at the immense' irr^ £fni 

evitable disproportion between our ntth(^t mercies, 

i i , , t ; _ - i ; I*/) '>»•* Lo !»'i£liojfl9 

x?iu. 2b <^P .J4k*fsri£4b 
f Matt, vi 14, 15, and xviii. 35. 
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Butijfo^ fjhj? }) Xery f ^wV fr m the, argument 

and example J^y ,whic^ tfyq.^y, , is; ,epfori^»..frf>t»t „ 

Ae, 0 ^rsj%d, wjh^ 9 h> f ..it*, ^the appfi# 

v*y$$m & • .** -ft bw* fffi Wft wwtot • 

g°^§ i; ,m|P^t^ b*)», 

#>/ WW»V ^r.% .$, flfl.o 

re ^n?ss A — a^^did .Stpjfcflp, « a-W^W,<Mb t ,, 
H$f Mok Gl f>°^" , wtyft WW tffo ^orPS,^ lp 
de ^ J} 6 . c ^ ed h‘ k°? 4 . % Wt. .t^siPrrtPo. ,i 

t^^^r^V.Vifthis w.^ iUelf Jppt ap mpfetftfP,# no 
lurn^o f n^his human, character wa§.1jhe,?fdpp»^,, n 
°f God” i( anci ojf .^iyine virtues, and.pnf, $,,*$#»&,., 0 » 
iatest act, ? wa ?| to jn^epce^ for his mprd^^*— 9^ 1( ; t 
if we u bejieve h^pr^.that, I" none is ,gwl”,)^iigi- ton 
na %^,f f W> e Ppe\. that. jp, Gofh” —if ikfajQfr Wiui’ 

en Hiq d - ki H “ WfollWf of : ftod,”— 

MW$. J9,!?P « mt^-90ff>$hian 

created’’ us,,conwp^[i«^4 >to,hft -> f ) 

“ m ? 9 r &$rt mfy'ti w#&” ^>"iB%ft«5iyttiffgid W 

“ ^f^’ ^en werp it ppt trply h^phWXi ^11;.' 

pxc«lfc*cppirjF^.^ 1I0 , 
g» ft pf- b» ; .,§pnt M « ?Jl .„ 

enjoined on the children of God, and partially 
exemplified^ fey* tfeein, ! is> less than stfp&gfrfinent 

'o t'ffx ,£f ,* 1 tv * 
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ahd infinite (proportionally to his transcendent 
essence) in God himself? — If we, being “ eviJUV 
ere taught and commanded ever to forgive, and if 
even fallen creatures, under the teaching of Gods 
grace, have letirnt in some good degree this heavenly 
lesson, — is the One great Teacher and Exemplar 
to Ml beneath them, by being less than infinite in 
any exercise of moral glory ? “ God requires of 

tls” (writes Dr. Owen) the forgiveness of others 
without bounds. This grace he bestows upon his 
saints, and manifests that he accounts it one of 
their most lovely and praiseworthy endowments. 
What then shall we say ? Is there forgiveness wilh 
Him or not ? He that planted the ear, shall he 
not hear ? He that prescribes and bestows this 
grace, doth He not possess it ? This were as much 
aB to say, though we are good, yet God is not? 
though we are benign, yet He is not. He that 
finds this grace wrought in him in any measure, and 
yet fears that he shall not find it in God for himself, 
doth therein, and so far, prefer himself above God.”* 
You may object, perhaps, to the soundness or 
propriety of such arguments, — that when we are 
enjoined to exercise unlimited forgiveness, it is in 
our private character : whereas the Divine Being 
must ever sustain that which is sovereign, and 
judicial : — that they also seem to imply a sort, pf 
! i * On Ps. cxxx. p. 303, abridged. 
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ItirCVerent claim} as if the Almighty had brought 
hfrnself under an obligation always to forgive, by 
commanding us always to do so *and that they 
Would even, by inference, tend to impugn the doc- 
trine of Atonement. -But let it be ocmsidered 
(referring first to the last part of the objection) 
that this great doctrine runs through the whale 
Scriptures, and especially through those later p^ets 
bf them, whence the above arguments sure chiefly 
drawn that it is, and can be no other than ff; the 
1 God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” in him 
“ reconciling the world unto Himself,” of whom we 
‘at any time speak ; — that it was the same Redeems 
himself came to remove the only bar to our for- 
giveness, that likewise uttered the declarations and 
'injunctions cited. The fact of His infinite satisfac- 
tiori to justice, is therefore all along understood, 
ahd tacitly carried with us, as obviating all impedi- 
ments to the exercise of infinite mercy. Nor do 
We vitiate or invalidate our reasonings from that 
essential attribute, by assuming and including tbfis 
Revealed fact ; for the atonement or satisfaction of 
Christ can neither modify nor enhance that essen^d 
character and disposition of Deity. On the eon- 
*ra^, it flows from, and is the effect of it. 

We should notice, on this subject, that the Divine 
Being is seripturally described, (and is, I think, 
also necessarily conceived of by us,) as bearing to- 
wards us both the paternal and the sovereign re- 
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lation. The formpj- ,is original , ancl in^atpj? 
more so in one yespect, j th^n .that r of J^^i|fan 
paternity, which. is n^t^^ff},; 

more intimatp also than ^the relation of , Deity Jp 
creatures beneath ,us> (thoqgh, E^pbe in sopae sftPfff 
the “ Fathpr pf ^or “ Gpd jaid, let us majffi 
man in our image, afteppur hkaness/’— 'J^e 
latter-jjthe sovereign apdj^dkjiai pelatipn—ria jj^jjt 
j)f such an intimate kind; ^tltl^opgh indissolulp^^^ 
■is hut official; if l may reyerently apply that tfjflp 
to jt^e supreme yule. . t , T . ( .: or)r 
^ Now it is in the former, --in the preaJUvp o a^ 
paternal relation, — that we mpst , nee4, s £01*$^# 
the Divine Being infinitely to possess every 
tial perfection, every grace or excellency 
£Ie enjoins and imparts. Even equity or 
must be in God the Creator and Father pf a^, t ^ 
well as in God the judge ; much more, jthe^efcr^ 
ycrcy : though, for this latter^ there C^npqt 
tfip sovereign and judicial rpl^tiop, { witfip^tj 
special provision to pypy^pt jp pp^equei^je^ 

scope entirely amhmited, This, I thinh^^e^f 
agrees with Scripture jto teach us. W^ fiacjL 
awful case of man, a great obsftaplp fpit, 
forgiveness of all ; transgFpS8Qrs f . .i^ven 
penitent,” without , sijiwb, . e^pi^tipp. 

might indipat?, “ nAifljpSfi 



still more venerable the claims of ^ustice^— S 9 ( thjjt 
die' gift ot remission should be wholly without 
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f&pdi ce t8 th’es^,— the order of the moral universe, 
iffiEPhfinofer bf its Lord, would seem unavoidably 
eridJsth^brecL 1 fivbn ' the heathen philosophers, with 
Shel^ iWipferfect VieWs of sim would hardly have 
shfe or fit* that ^rekt ofrenders, approach- 
ih^‘the class of Sisyphus, Tityus, or Archelaus,^ 
mould be freely, fully, arid at once forgiven 
sSfflliresf bn account of' trier e repentance. But the 
tefihStb ' propitiation of Christ affords a safeguard 
SfiHf 1 Vindication of justice amidst' the boundless 
mercies of the real and eternal Judge. : It takes 
annuls (if one may so speak) the official 
Mftfterance to the free and full effusion of essential 
klhdhess ; emancipates moral perfection from its 
{J'&tf Restraints ; gives room to the infinite yearhinjp 
df^hAVpatertial heart. And that which prompted 
IKe^ ^sacrifice, is the essential “ kindness and love** 
of 1 ^ God our Saviour,” himself: devising first a 
Mmdrous way to remove the necessity imposed 
bjp£ a divine office, and to become morally enabled to 
jitRPfotth in act his infinite willingness to pardon. 



IffsR tvilKngness is not produced by, but did itself 
M^ate and iccept the sacrifice. * * 

5) lh the Well-known case of the Locrian lawgiver, 
whB iU enactbd that adulterers should be deprived of 
and then sacrificed one of his own eyes, that! 
His'bfieridiiig son might retain one, and the law be 

• See Plato, &>rgias, Ed.'Routh, pp. 294 and 155 — and Nptep. 520. 

Ji/oihw/ {'i .uiW o;, u'.r *.o; c:w*; U* U :£ ^1) 
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not* the less honoured, it is evident that tbfiflftflae 
“ quality of mercy"' might have dwelt as fu^jy 
vividly in his heart, although he had held that 
dient not available for its end, or although At h^d, 
rejected by the judgment of others. But ip ff 
the Judge, glorious in holiness,” — 4he , ,Y$|ry 
existence and early disclosure of that iattrihpt& ef 
illimitable mercy, which he also enjoins , and 
upon the saints, has always predicted and iqipl^4 
some great and fit provision for its exoroi§n> 
although long unexplained. Such was the posj^iop 
df ancient believers with regard to the atonement 
They knew that there must arise ^ 

efficacious satisfaction to justice, became Jehovah 
had proclaimed “ mercy for thousands,” fcrgivef 
Wess of “ iniquity, transgression, and sip,”? Ift^y 
had typical intimations of the nature of this, gat jar 
faction. How far they could interpret or apply 
thbse aright, we know not. They tacitly assumed* 
however, and were warranted in so doings 
removal of all obstacles to pardon by Himwbo 
'Would “ abundantly pardon.” w 

Neither must the above reasonings be vi$WQcl{£? 
if indecorously urging that the Supremo filing 
bught to forgive; or that a new dairn on 
is created by His own injunctions to us. , Wg^do 
not even insinuate this; (anymore th«n thak<$e 
Al%ig% ought to be uor irue^\ 
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dSinmands u^ to be so;) but we say that the Pefr 
feet Being, who inculcates and inspires mercy, 
mu^t 9 by a glorious necessity of nature, (since He 
Actually has removed, as it might be confidently 
fefcjjfected he would do, all impediment) illimitably 
6fc&rcise it. Nor is it, I hope, improper to addj 
that were this otherwise, then Jesus in praying for 
his murderers, — a prayer which must have included 
their repentance as well as forgiveness, — would have 
exercised a virtue enjoined by himself as divine* 
inspired also by the Eternal Spirit, but yet sfcu> 
pa&Sing the revealed compassion of Deity; which 
Suppositions would be not more profane than coip 
fused and contradictory. The examination, thetier 
fore, of such objections (though they are natural 
and* of apparent weight) will, as I judge, confirm* 
instead of disturbing, our confidence in the boundless 
grace of God. But then it may be further asked>~r 
does not the analogy infer too much ? For would it 
not show, that the Divine Being must be expected >to 
forgive even the impenitent , since our forgivenesses 
are surely to extend to these ? We answer, God 
does in one sense forgive the impenitent whenever 
he forgives, for it is only his mercy which makes 
^them cease to be so; which gives at once boih 
** repentance and forgiveness ;” but the separedionof 
those, both the judicial character and the nature of 
things forbids. Even human forgiveness, tbougUAt 
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may be exercised, is not fully felt and partaken as a 
blessing, by the offender who remains hardened 
against his brother that forgives. And in reference to 
Deity, no expiation, as far as we can conceive, could 
procure for a being continuing impenitent , an effec- 
tual participation and enjoyment of forgiveness. It 
would be as much as to say, that reconcilement and 
alienation might consist or coincide. 

If finally, you press or pursue this subject to the 
awful question, why does not He who “ multiplieth 
pardons” at once make all men penitent, and for- 
give them all, or make all men penitent by, and in, 
the very act of his forgiveness ? — We reply only — 
who can " by searching find out God”? — It is 
“ high as heaven,” what can we do ? u Deeper than 
hell what can we know ? “ Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right” ? Let us be exceedingly 
grateful that He confers on us some desire and will 
to repent, and that to the penitent, his mercies are 
boundless, both in the gift of more of the grace of 
repentance, and of new remission, and of new re- 
pentance still. 

While engaged in meeting an objection, I have 
thtis incidentally introduced that second and most 
forcible argument for infinite forgivenesses, which is 
derived from the act of Deity ; showing you how 
this inestimable truth, of the Almighty’s boundless 
placability, is demonstrated in a way that far tran- 
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scends our thoughts, by thd means devised and em- 
ployed to make boundless pardons possible or fit ; — 
accordant with the inviolability of Divine justice : 
namely, the humiliation and sufferings of the Son 
of God. What pledge of Jehovah’s infinite desire 
and readiness to pardon, and unchangeable “ de- 
light” in mercy, could we ask for or invent, that 
should equal or approximate to this ? If He who 
“ layeth up the depth in store-houses,” were to 
collect the ocean into the spaces of the sky, and pour 
it, drop by drop, again into its mighty bed, and 
declare — so many, so vast, shall be the multitude of 
my forgivenesses- — would He in truth proclaim his 
compassions to be inexhaustible with so intense an 
emphasis, as when He “ spared not hi3 own Son,” but 
permitted blameless love to agonize, and be poured 
forth, drop by drop, in the garden and on the 
cross, — saying with a silent force that rent the 
rocks, — all this, even this, expressly, that I may, 
though perfectly righteous, yet “ abundantly par- 
don only, that I may, though inflexibly “ just,” 
yet “ justify,” and “ sanctify,” and “ glorify” the 
ruined. 

Once more, the truth which is so invaluable, and 
which is ^o demonstrated, may yet receive some 
corroboration from another thought ; namely, that 
thus alone (as far as we are able to conceive) could 
one great moral attribute of Deity be, in its infini- 

i 
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tilde, exerted and displayed. His stupendous 
power and wisdom are perpetually evinced in the 
support of an immeasurable creation, which, at least 
in part, he declares, shall be imperishable likewise. 
But in what way could the vastness of his for- 
bearance and mercy be occupied and made appa- 
rent without fallen, guilty, and miserable creatures 
to forgive? — creatures, moreover, whose ruin should 
be so verily “ to the uttermost,” whose offences so 
great and numberless, that nothing except a godlike, 
illimitable grace could be supposed “more to abound?” 
I offer not this at all as a solution of the Origin of 
Evil ; to which awful question our faculties appear 
essentially incompetent ; still less as an impious plea 
for “ continuing in sin that grace may abound,” a 
state of heart dreadfully incompatible with peni- 
tence, and therefore with pardon: but, simply 
taking the facts as they are, that our sins are over- 
whelming, and that God’s mercies must needs in 
themselves be infinite, I adduce it as an “ exercise 
against despair.” It is forcibly touched on by 
Bishop Taylor in a passage of his works, so 
entitled ; — “ I am taught to believe God’s mercies 
to be infinite, not only in Himself, but, to us ; for 
mercy is a relative term, and we are its corre- 
spondents. Of all the creatures which God created, 
we only” (he should here, I think, have added — 
so far as we are informed) “ are, in a proper sense, 

i 
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the subjects of mercy and remission. — Since, there- 
fore, man alone is the correlative or proper object 
and vessel of reception of an infinite mercy, and 
that mercy is in giving and forgiving, I have reason 
to hope that He will so forgive me, that my sins 
shall not hinder me of heaven ; or because it is a 
gift, I may also, upon the stock of the same infinite 
mercy, hope He will give heaven to me ; and if I 
have it either upon the title of giving or forgiving, 
it is alike to me, and will alike magnify the glories 
of the Divine mercy.”* — “ Were not forgiveness in 
God” (observes Dr. Owen) “ somewhat beyond 
what men could imagine, no flesh could be savedf 
and elsewhere, " God will not lose the glory of these 
his excellencies, he will be revealed in them, he will 
be known by them, he will be glorified for them ; 
which He could not be, if there were not forgiveness 
with Him J.” €t Now this forgiveness” (he remarks 
in another place) “ is like Himself, such as be- 
comes Him ; that answers the infinite perfections of 
his nature ; that is exercised and given forth by him 
as God. We are apt to narrow and straiten it by 
an unbelief, and to render it unbecoming of Him§.” 
And this, he justly argues, is to “ dishonour God,” 
as well as “ to entangle our own spirits, by limiting 
his grace.” At least this question, I am sure, 

* Holy Dying, ch. v. sect. 5. (An exercise against despair.) 
t On Ps. cxxx., p. 305. J Ibid., p. 283. § Ibid., p. 309. 

I 2 
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niajr be forcibly pressed on eyei-y 5 desponding 
mini^Ought we to be hopeJe&s of the extensibirtO 
idtit^el^es of A mercy in which we know thafcGqd 
^delighteth,’* because we are in that verycojidkdon 
tvhifch alone can give Him occasion to display rit 
hiost^adhi&ably, to reveal it most divinely*? /lit /*; n\ 
attempted to bring under yiour vfew 
ahd bay own, reasons, which appear unanswerable 
by atiy one that believes the Bible^ why the extent 
of Divine ^ forgivenesses” must needs transcend onr 
largest necessities and largest hopes. Here them? 
C6Uld We but feel as we reason, are sovereign > Anti- 
dotes against despair. Here is the unbounded /and 
unfathomed ocean of God’s mercies, into which) we 
should be ever aiming to steer and impel oui 4 feeble 
bark of hope, away from those rooky shadows * of 
ouV own narrow apprehensions, where else; it must 
jpfCsently be wrecked or stranded. Give it /dps 
Ocean- roOra, the immeasurable ^ i.bileadth oand 
length, and depth” of the divine (^rtpaaslorwy aiid 
then though every “ stormy wind” of terror i beat 
'upon it with increasing fierceness, none sbaU finally 
overwhelm or utterly destroy. • 

M But I am quite conscious that, in order to the happy 
prevailing application of such ajrgumentSj we 
need far more than the mere statement of thenver 
' even meditation on them ; we need an answer to more 
fetVent prayer; that we maybe strengthened with 
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piighi Vv IIis Spirit, " and thus wailed to, appr£ r 
hend” more , effectually these, bouiujUess .and 
hpiring, consolations. Still must we implp^e, wit hfnjt 
ceasingy the aid of that Eternal Spirit, that .V Clpm- 
tnuniqative Lwe,” (as an old divine has stylp4ifihp 
heavenly' Cbmforter,) to touch our spirits, with.th? 
feeling', though our. reason cannot grasp the. thpfight . 
For it must needs be with this attribute of .piftrqy 
Us with every attribute of Him who is inallthingP 
infinite: when it is presented to the. intellect,! ^e 
InbOtir as it were to grasp a globe upheld byjhp 
enthroned King of Kings, and we discover j only, 
asweguae and reach forth towards it> that it isio- 
comprehensible ; that “the measure thereof is, longer 
dfrim the edrth, andbroader than the sear* yet let Him 
fwho' bdarfr it deign, with condescending sovereignty, 
to incline his sceptre gently towards us, rn7 an4 a 
-quick; radiation from all that orb of merCy 
f into the heart, and we shall feel with transport, 
f avour chdd-)Hke littleness, what angel$ ia th e U elder 
t grdatnes9 cannot comprehend. % / 

/1 1 We may, as professed believers, have contemplated 
this doctrine of superabounding mercy, nr at/ least 
ihap* had it presented to us, in modes and at tunes 
tfnnUmberecL But yet is itnow, through its own aug- 
i^netttdd agencyand power, poured into our souls, with 
a new and healing vividness? Surely so divine an 
infuMcm^ ifi we quectch it not, will mightily enlarge 



Digitized by Google 




174 



VII. DESPONDENCY, ETC. 



and gladden them, will animate and impel every 
pulse of spiritual life, will prompt us to that growing- 
forbearance and sympathy, without which we can 
never advance in his resemblance who “ multiplieth 
pardons,” and will quicken every aspiration towards 
that realm of love where the redeemed must eter- 
nally outvie each other in the praise of his surpassing 
grace. 
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ON THE PAIN ENDURED IN THE WANT OR LOSS 

OF SOCIAL BLESSINGS WHICH WOULD BE PE- 
CULIARLY DEAR TO US. 

Solitude is but a comparative and indefinite 
term. The isolated Selkirk, a3 his complaint is 
pathetically imagined by Cowper, felt himself in 
loneliness, though " lord of the fowl and the brute.” 
Yet, had his islet been even by these unpeopled, 
void of all other life, or only of the larger animals, 
that “ monarch of all he surveyed” must have been 
much more desolate still. “ Their tameness” was 
€€ shocking,” but their disappearance would have 
been doubly so ; especially as he had found means 
to induce in some a sort of attachment to himself, 
and thus to indulge, however inadequately, the social 
and benevolent affections*. Where solitude has 

* See the account of Selkirk given by Captain Woodes Rogers 
in Harris’s Voyages. 
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bgp, peant pad deemed . to be crueHy etfmplete^the 
. cl^pyery. of bp nip living inmate, of tbe‘«elh>«Bdnta 
^jn^e pr spider, has afforded «o]a«e. , t Sen*ethio£>to 
,;f?9d .apd p .welcome, somerthingt» |( bfc aided »&■ «t- 
^pct^d [hy the captive’s care, has. .been 
ippfhpg.pterest. To hayepntiep crfiaptw round 
, . Ufl, , ^hi<fh-r though we may .fastidiously, deelirfe to 
^me tjjep fety w-creatu^-Ttrehqiv aflwnstaictive 
flgjjsp, that^tbey- are the, better r , for-, ejuro presence, 
i^ggpji^yfjMch. mu»t needs mafcft; thedfbnaJtjBtef 
^o^de Igss rigorous and less ebspluAle; otBotidrpn 
|( to fitness, ,animation and enjoyment, to wabchtbe 
wheeling round the oliff oj the herd irest- 
dngiH 1 ^* shade, .though .they. may see,onr>Mift»tp 
.ljrfth pdi^rence*’Vmd thnngh. it nmyiiin on*i sense, 
aggravate solitude. P led. that tbey.iil < haste tAhe 
Jp^redi^oci^ty. which, to, us./is-wmtmgwjite jyet a 
pyrcg fif. pensive pleasure. It must, have beense, 
ptp, fltwWi tbiub*/ to oujr first patent,! betopeius five 
vvns,f(>rfngdi; a pleasure felt indeed 1 **t ; exceedingly 

defective, but which he would not have- .ket without 
Pg^et. On; ths other hand, the mere • presents of 
hnfflpa,b^ngp, J without : any «itercoursar>+«8 whefcwe 
pas.f, through crowded streets, and inset peehaps 
through the. hour or day no one, with vvhoan toim 
terchange a thought or feeling, — this, - it has often 
been observed, if not solitude, is as surely not so- 
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♦dlefcy*lM (i Yet/how preferable this to the cotnpulsory 
^intercourse of thosefrom whom the mind revolts; 
owjhoehTweng' far Worse than solitude ! Thus Trenck 
Or Bohnlvard might willingly abridge the brief visit 
a f twafrse unftehng keeper, to resume their inti- 
< anaey ; vrith ilie little speechless comrades of the cell. 
:•* N«Ly, in 'cases far removed from such, there is a 
sort* or degree Of solitariness which some minds ha- 
bitoaUyi endure ; 1 amidst associations necessarily coh- 
tetarti^ - ' Thetfe are those whofind in the smstll social 
fl^daet^Hto whfehrSex,-or ^outh, or age, or want bf 
nfcalth restricts them, no mind of like capacities or 
tasteS/or norie possessing those highest, deepest sym- 
(paihiesrwiththeir own , 1 which embrace “the things 
eternal;?’* and without which other affinities of iaste 
^attd 'habit ate \trat shallow and inconstant. 
b JSuchi privations, --where, by the supposition, deep 
aSe^ionsy ealrnest sentiments and intellectual acti- 
vities atepeedliariy excitable but wholly ungratified, 
^odiKstneedsi deepen every natural yearning for the 
modti Mitknatev attachments. 

*o Buriy lets thfe> case be even reversed. Let the social 
circle ibe extensive and acceptable, and nearer unions 
ofiklndredand friendship enjoyed. Still may the heart 
in iseewt >righ for more. A tender or a fervent spirit 

> Vi 1 1# -l— u — i « ibis crowded loneliness, 

0 Wtoo *ver-moving myriads seem to say, 

Go — thou art nought to us, nor we to thee — away ! ” 

Kebi.e. 

I 5 
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will often long for that closest unioil where soul is 
most intimately “ knit with soul,” and where confid- 
ing tenderness can mutually unbosom joys and griefs, 
interests and trials, from the greatest even to the 
least. Many are the circumstances which may give 
to this desire a character at once of intenseness and 
of despondency. Affection may find no congenial 
object, or it may be unresponded to, and even un- 
known. Disparities of rank or years, local remote* 
ness, prudential checks, regretted differences of reli- 
gious or secular connexion, may repress its indul- 
gence; or death may soon and fatally break its 
charm. These, no doubt, are chosen themes of 
romance ; but they are not unworthy of a place in 
pages dedicated to truth : for the mental pains which 
they involve are keenly real, and must occur in all 
grades of society that rise above the lowest form of 
barbarism. 

Nor is this the only class of privations to which 
we now refer. From her days of whom Elkanah 
asked “ why weepest thou ?' and the earlier times 
of the disconsolate Rachel, how many hearts, in 
which the maternal pulse was beating with almost 
predictive warmth, have mourned to be childless: 
some, no doubt, — though we trust, in these latter 
days, with submission befitting the heirs of clearer 
promises, — praying earnestly for the gift deferred ; 
and if it be finally denied, or bestowed only to be re- 
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sumed, bitter is the disappointed wish, as pure as it 
was ardent ; and yet more keen the stroke by which 
God " hath taken away,” what seemed to the parent 
almost her earthly all. 

Not seldom does more than one of these wants or 
losses contribute to darken an individual’s lot. But 
let only one such be assigned ; and no heart affec- 
tionately susceptible will be able to conceal frqm 
itself the pain of destitution. Often might we heaj, 
if thought were audible, the secret musing — hpw 
would that tender friendship, that treasure of affec- 
tion which is hopeless or for ever gone, soothe up- 
blameably the cares of life, and sweeten all its coin- 
forts ; how would it sustain me in griefs and avert 
my steps from snares, engage me in benevolent and 
tender duties, excite the happiest thoughts, apd 
quicken the most sacred purposes ! 

And there is much general truth in those feelings 
and expectations. It is quite true that, by the .good 
. pleasure of Him who ordaineth our lot, such ac- 
quisitions might induce a great diminution of present 
trial, and a great accession of usefulness and enjpy- 
ment. In very many cases, therefore, is it not pi^y 
allowable but commendable, to seek and to pray for 
these blessings. 

But yet how true likewise is the adage often re- 
peated by an old divine, and (though it may, seem to 
the inexperienced or inconsiderate a sort ofj jejune 
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truism,) how important also creates are bdpr 
less things without God, for every creature is t bak nU . 
th^t, and oaly that, which He makes, it tp be-”? vla< 
applying this maxim to our present subject, \yp,fipe4 
not suggest those strong or extreme cases, \vherp -tb^ 
most ardent wishes, the most sang^e ^nd.eve^pip^ 
hopes, have issued, by the very..ft4fik»ent v of ,thWi 
aim, in utter and heart-sickepipg di^^ppqiptp^flt,^ t 
where passionate or deep attachp^pt, f .apgpareijit^ t 
mutual, indulged perhaps at the q£pq^op^ 1 
sacrifices, or perhaps by prpcurjpg spqh jfroj^ 
object^ — has, efe long, been wounded byapupl^ta 
ness that would have seemed r incredible, op haak^ 
to spiritual declensions and moral ,ab^r^ioi^ 0 #i^i 
most unhappy. Nor need we dwell on those 4e*% 
plor^ble instances where a child* whose birth i 
whose recovery was pnce matter oj£ intense solicitude^ 
has provefi no Samuel, but r^bery likethp $Qn§ of« 
EU ^ piercing a parents heart with n^ayi^^PWe^r 
We may advert to facts and circumstances tipueh,, 
less melancholy than those, and ypt suffic^ r tp 
or disfigure the ideal ; to reqd or soil ttye faultless i 
but slight embroideries, with which a creatiye imaging 
nation invests some of life’s most genuine pleasures. ^ 

It is affectingly true, that in minds yrhere ttye 
pacity to weave this enchanting scenery is greatest 

* Matthew Henry on 2 Kings ti. 27. A like saying had been 
coromflft^vith fti* excellent father, Philip Henry, i \ ■ i 
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whfcrt theWOOfis of gos&lmer and its tints are 
of ' ^ethereal glow/ there must, the contact of reality 
nttist surely disarrange or discolour it. So that the 
iriittd^ which feel at times those privations and 
yeiWtfngs of the affections most deeply, may often, 
after 1 their Wishes are favourably realized, be most 
abtitely 1 peTc^ptiVO ahd tremblingly sensitive as to 
the dlflferences between the idea and the substance, 
the picttitfe and the landscape. The magic tints of 
ihfe Vfsibnary painting did not change ; or the change 
4s a Variation of loveliness, from spring to 
aiitiimrt,' of sunlight t6 a soothing shade; but the 
landscape muSt have its days of mistiness, and 
it^hotrrs ef teriipest. Discoveries and experiences 
ofttaakhess, the collisions of practical Efe and fluc- 
tuations df daily feeling, misapprehensions to which 
ou^Wdakand limited reason is ever liable, distrac- 
tibns and thwartings of the Work-day world, infir- 
mities and "firtilts of childhood and of manhood,- 1 — all, 
in shoTt/bn which an eloquent writer has founded her 
inVpVfeSSive testimony" that “ Life is not a hymn,” — 
have beeh diScbrned and felt with especial acuteness 
by' edtne Who had endured the deepest previous 
palii at the delay of those enjoyments which make 
lifeVnbifl poetic. The presentiment or bare suspi- 
cion of such deductions, may avail to check the un- 
chastened vehemence both of wishes and regrets. 

Yet many whose emotions we thus would mode- 
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rate, — nay even the more reflective and foreboding, 
schooled in the illusions and the pains of life, and 
thus most wont to take refuge, when joys are denied, 
in the forethought of probably attendant sorrows, — 
will doubtless feel and say — these, after all, are 
pleas for resignation which serve much more to de- 
ject or exacerbate than to satisfy. Besides, there 
must be fallacy in a view of things which persuades 
us to acquiesce in foregoing the best and tenderest 
pleasures, on the single ground that they are sure to be 
alloyed and interrupted, if not extinguished, by some 
contingent pains. On the same ground, the want 
of liberty, of learning, of competence, of reason, nay 
perhaps of revelation itself, might be paradoxically 
pleaded for as a matter of preference. 

Others will add, with an afflictive remembrance of 
the past — you would console by cheerless possibilities, 
but I mourn over heart-rending facts. I knqw by sad 
retrospect, that the comforts of affection may be en- 
joyed, without any considerable share of those abate- 
ments by which you would detract from their antici- 
pated worth. — This, however, is to imagine, that we 
would unduly extenuate that worth, or dissuade from 
the acceptance of such blessings ; whereas it is really 
a quite different aim to remind those from whom Pro- 
vidence withholds them, that these, like all tem- 
poral enjoyments, cannot be unmingled. > 

But I dismiss these unwelcome themes of conso- 
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lation. I assume these privations to be as grievous 
as you sometimes feel them : I grant that they also 
might, if it pleased the great Arbiter, be so supplied, 
that there should be no sharp thorns or weighty 
crosses hidden in the delightful gifts. Yet this very 
supposition, welcome as it may be to the mind where 
such hope is warmly cherished, must speedily con- 
duct and compel us towards those highest and final 
resources for comfort, to which all others are at best 
but subsidiary. For the more assured we could be, 
that refined and exquisite earthly gratifications, if 
possessed, or while possessed, would for us be un- 
alloyed and untarnished,' — the more depressing the 
thought of their hourly precariousness, of their swift 
and certain extinction ; unless as Christians we at- 
tempt — what none but Christians can afford or dare, 
— to gather comfort in destitution (felt or feared) 
from the transitoriness of all possession, and pluck, as 
it were, some leaves of healing from the very night- 
shade of mortality. If this brief life were all, then 
truly were its selectest joys and deepest griefs, its 
hopes and wants and desolations but of small ac- 
count ; its most chosen and endeared delights but a 
poor fugitive decaying all. The pensivenessand re- 
finement which feel and render these most precious, 
would render them also melancholy treasures* The 
“ thought of death” which hovers upon all the fairest 
forms and mutations of nature, and finds a home in 
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.every poetic 1 he^rtj wduld Wea?im#rfe#dbly U kpdfftfl 
darknesk;and WeshouHsay'to'e&dh erijbytttettf Hk 
Herbert to his rose, 4 — the ^nore hopelessly* iA^ pW- 
frtrtionf as it were bright and sweet and thofrifess#^ 

j'r i ... J u f»Thyh)dttg^iri«^i ve, n 4JV *‘* o» 

Xhivn >‘ t ;•••,. i • , *g.|b"i b< nomotj t 

vojf^hislife wereour all, and known to rbe so* i t>h«k 
ipdeedoto be inconsolable i for its i whole s hscertfidnefl 
pemlry andwretohed mysterywerer inevitable told 
jUst^ibuttiti Wonld not be worth the • while tosigh 
oyenits )fldeting variations, its imornentary diffrarenoes 
Ofl iWe tmight be .well. ioo>aad or despef 

stoojto ( woep over the want or lose., of . pleasuucqirfo 
tj^Jy ^vanetcent, which at best could; but tanttoiart 
cruciate ,us with their dying sweetness*; .?.d j<* 
wfc^. we ^ know, and are perauaded” that 
thkJMfe is not aU,r-rnay, that it istbuti “ the twilight 
ofp^ dayi’I the dim and narrow ^ vestibule” of ouf 
^istennei— then may the perishable ; character^ of 
ea^thfef/ good ( suggest consolations under tfaewgart df 
it, y wbichv while they thus acquire a new irriparessivev 
ness, are more than half divested of their gkoaonrj 
The bpnudless radiance of immortality, while itoen*) 
tracts the “ vapour” that “ vanishes away” into fa 
less hand’s-breadth than the prophet saw from Cara- 
mel, softens and gilds the UttleHoud” whichoiq 
4iR»toshpfiy ! | ■ > ^ 

To toil or glide onward through our “ few and> 

Y r L ,i- , )H I.) •! ■ /'jlf. 
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rtgyiVA, fayfy . withfttttn tW *>f r ClWf^ b^ 

jtp s^J^, u$, .is, (tp ,\y^nt ( , th^ which* w ^ A 
jWflykJffa ne*t v ta,podwg tpi possess* but whiob*,beifeg 
jiiot a}| # (WU 1 be viewed hereafter as next to ootlmg 
to have lacked ; os theby-gona absence of too little 
a portion of happiness to miss ; a sort of infinitesimal, 
fceilet afore isubtraoted fhxn the sum of eiicHefcs joy. 
dttestimahle dfli it might have been ^ for k motoefrfc}!’ 
Still WOukhihe pwvatioB be too momentary to be aj 
d£i counted in retrospect, if it were hot that it niust b$ 
eemitedtgratfMlyfwsmeei each crose whioh GodOp 
pupatb us ihere^uhctWever im itself ^hnwortfey to be 
cohq>ared ?, primeBtibned there, will be sgenWeMlmve 
had a/ high' prospective value towardshelghteifihg 
subsequent felicity*. The best earthly jdysTthUt &££ 
u^hh(Meniare iw gvahK of gold sttatcbedhy a^de- 
scmiding angel ffpom Mfei & £wift and troubled stream. 
Vouimourn that you find ^them not t but they aie 
Storedand combined elsewhere ; they shall form 
thoseigoiden vesselsof the heavenly sanctiiary. Whence 
ywa TOay take ff of the fountain erf 1 Kfefreely*^ 
Kordt jinisll meser be forg6tten, that these W&nt&tif 
losses; which, / though indeed but transitory, are 
often> in our narrow mortal ■new, protracted as^Well 
asjsfcvere, have been adapted and designed tb Hit 1 
profoundly in our hearts the unalterable truth, 
that Uncreated Good can alone have an original 1 arid 
immutable reality ^to incite our wav^ng deSires 
after this “ one Good, — that is God;” and convince 
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us that* in the unclouded experience of his everlasting 
favour* there is a bliss which infinitely outweighs all 
joys of finite affection : nay that the glimpses and 
prelibations of that bliss, when it shall please Him 
who “ is Love” to indulge with these the vigilant and 
waiting spirit* will amply compensate every other 
privation even here. And yet the pain of such 
privations, — which, so far from being culpable, indi- 
cates the strength of benevolent and kindly feeling, — 
may itself not obscurely intimate, that the God of 
love will hereafter employ his perfected creatures as 
reciprocal media of those pure joys which must owe 
their origination, fulness, and perpetuity, to Himself 
alone. For I strongly dissent from what a few phi- 
losophising theologians have appeared to hold,— that 
the highest and final attainment of bliss in the per- 
fect love of God, will involve the cessation of sub- 
ordinate affections. To imagine, under whatever 
colour of devout sublimity, " that among the blessed 
in heaven all love of the creature does utterly cease, 
and is forever silenced in that region of happiness,”* 
is not only to presume " above that which is written,” 
but to wander beyond the region of common sense. 

It is assuredly lawful and right, that we love our 
fellow beings not only with a love of good-will, but 
with a love of esteem and complacency as far as they 
bear and reflect the divine image, and with a love of 



* Norris’s u Letters concerning the love of God,” (1695,) p. 16S. 
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gratitude as far as they are instrumentally valuable 
and benevolent towards us ; and it is contrary both to 
all analogy and many scriptural intimations, to sup- 
pose that either of these sentiments will be extinct 
in heaven ; nay that they will not each be multiplied, 
enhanced, and blissfully animated there. The ex- 
cellent Shaw seems in like manner to err by an ex- 
cess of devotional aspiring, when he affirms that 

we shall come to live upon God and delight in 
God alone, without any creature;”* that “ the holy 
soul shall feed upon Him singly, live upon Him 
entirely, be wrapt up in Him wholly ; f” alleging 
also that “ angels delight not in any created com- 
fort, J” and that the perfected saints will thus 
w equal” them, in being " abstracted from all cre- 
ated things,” so that the creature “ shall be 
nothing at all to them or in them.” § Much more 
scriptural and tenable is this devout writer’s lan- 
guage when he only censures living upon the 
creature, or a loving of the creature with a distinct 
love ; ||” and adds, “ to taste a sweetness in the 
creature, and to see a beauty and goodness in it, is 
our duty : but then it must be the sweetness of God 
in it, and the goodness of God, which we ought 
alone to taste and see in it.” % The precept is just, 

* Angelical Life,— -in the “ Mourner’s Companion,” (Chalmers 
and Collins,) p. 366. 

f lb., p. 351. ♦ lb., p. 350. § lb., p. 350. 

|| lb., p.356. fib., p.357. 
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though lofty, which he .quotes and enforces,— ■*“ In a 
particular being, love the universal Goodness :j let 
the whole world be as the garden of God to ’ you, 
from which you may drink something of the divine 
sweetness/’* But surely that temper, while v ]fitly 
suggested as earnestly to : be pursued <» on* earth, is 
likewise the only one revealed to us as subsisting in 
heaven. When, going beyond this, it is attempted 
to imagine either ministering spirits/’ tor ^glorified 
heirs of salvation,” as having reached a furtbei^and 
absolute abstraction from the creature, wealter the 
scriptural notion of their social state of bliss, without 
any ground to believe that .we substitute a state 
which would be really more perfect or ekilted. 
Doubtless, “ the blessed and only Potentate” oould 
create beings who should be fully and for ever blest 
in the exclusive contemplation of Himself : eaclx un- 
acquainted with, and incapable of knowing, the ex- 
istence of any creature ; conscious only to the beatific 
presence of an infinite Parent and Preserver? * >Pos- 
sibly, amidst the multiform wonders T of crfeftion, 
there are found such lonely yet happy, intelligences, 
whose peculiar mode of blessedness may be designed 
to impress most strongly on other orders ot, the 
happy, the perfection of the divine All*suffictetfcy. 

It may be, — income “ wilderness of suns," . // 

Some heavenly Polynesia, calmly bright, . . i 

Where scarce a breath the odorous forest wavesj ; ^ 



* Angelical Life, p. 376. 
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Such eremites muse ; enrapt eternally 
iy in the sdlfe vision of the botindfess mind. * 
i of Created imppmipient ; needinguougbt 
From hues pr forms or fragance, or the swell 
,JO t)f fiPliesV hartnohies in starry vales, 

'>1 j i Or glahciUgs of the seraph’s eye divine. < 

• , - Bufyever and alone the fount of life 
Imbibing, ere its hidden fulness gush 
'' l&i iifrellings of creative splendour forth ; 
t . , Bath’d ever in that inmost plenitude ; 

^ Amid the primal and translucent depths 
Of* glorious wisdom and enrapturing love. 

‘Latent* to these, all worlds : yet not themselves < > 
j Unseen, nor by the hymning seraph view’d 
With unaugmented fervours ; visible 
1 » : I • Like hallow’d luminous statues* softly crown'd 
, ( , With evening starlight : too absorb’d in bliss 
Tor local change, yet, through ftie varying mood 
’ 1 ' ! ; ' Of blissful contemplation, Still instinct 11 • r 

I , . ge^ure mo^t emphatic, and quick gleam 
And changeful shade of meditative joy : 

^ " ' ‘ Till e’en Celestials kindle as they gaze, ' ' 

, [ TheumsNwpl how the’ unconscious can have touch’d > 
TJhe chords that wake a thousand thousand songs. 

1 These tod perchance, e’en lowlier creatures eye 
/ ■ With half ratelligetit fetidness, or recede . 
l , lu wistfpl awe. The swift and gorgeous bird 
From some far paradise, on rainbow plume 
felow floats, -^abd stays her warblings,— -feiu to Sratch 
• { j 0 , ffh$ permit spirt’s beauty. 

But much more 

. * The Saints* creation's nobler pilgrims; pause 

} rj( ; giddipg angels point, to linger o’er 

The solitary’s rapture ; where, — entranced 
Iri his interior heaven — to eyes unseen, 

/ Aud realms unknown, his voiceless eztasy 
Proclaims the immense and all-sufficing God ; 

Who, should he shroud with an impervious veil 
This universe, and every happy mind 
From happy minds dissociate, would seclude 
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Each in a Father's bosom ; each insphere 

Within that orb of glories increate. 

That uncaused universe whence nature sprang. 

Such beings are imaginable ; but their existence, 
if not unlikely, at least is unrevealed. The only 
state of happy spirits, whether angelic or human, 
which scripture discloses, is, as was before remarked, 
a social state. We may conclude, indeed, that all 
have their optional solitudes, — perhaps attainable 
without new or separate locality by a power of com- 
plete mental abstraction, — in which they enjoy ex- 
clusively the contemplation of Deity. But this opi- 
nion arises from our experience of change as height- 
ening enjoyment, a condition it may be of all finite 
natures ; and from a sense of the great limitation of 
our own faculties ; not from anything intrinsically 
better or loftier in that supposed abstraction. For 
we know that in Him who is essentially perfect, the 
highest and happiest contemplation must consist with 
eternal omniscience, perpetual omnipresence, univer- 
sal and unsuspended agency. We know, also, and 
every lasting hope and joy are built upon the fact, 
that the love and complacency of this glorious Being 
are ever fixed on an “ innumerable company” of 
sinless and renewed creatures. Therefore, although 
there can be no proportion to this divine capacity in 
any finite mind, yet assuredly the nearest resem- 
blance and approximation to the mind of our infinite 
Creator and Saviour, must be sought not in abstrac- 
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tion from creatures or indifference towards them, but 
in the very reverse. 

Besides which, it is obvious to inquire, wherefore 
that associated state which is revealed to us ; why 
that " innumerable company of angels;” why that 
“ general assembly and church of the first-born if 
it be not in order to enhance felicity ? Even if it could 
be shown that glorified saints reciprocate no love 
except that of mere benevolence or good-will, would 
it be affirmed that there is no joy in this love, the 
very love which moved Him who €t delighteth in 
mercy,” to confer “ His unspeakable gift and our 
Redeemer to endure the cross ? — But further, mutual 
love of this kind between creatures, necessarily in- 
volves a mutual love of gratitude ; nor would it be 
less than unnatural and presumptuous to suppose the 
absence of that other love, which consists in esteem, 
admiration, and complacency, towards those who 
bear the image of the heavenly Saviour, and are pre- 
sented “ faultless before his throne.” And why 
should either of these sentiments, — either a benevo- 
lent or grateful or complacent affection — towards 
perfect creatures, be deemed to interfere with su- 
preme love to God, or even with ultimate love to Him 
in the very act of intermediate love to them ? It is 
finely said by the writer above cited, “ Every parti- 
cular good is a blossom of the first goodness ; every 
created excellency is a dark draught of God, and a 
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